Jaxuaby  10,  1903 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


37 


A  Weekly  Journal  of  Pharmacy  and  the  Drug=trade. 

ESTABLISHED  1859. 

Head  Office:  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

! Melbourne  Vie.        ..    Fink's    Buildings,  Elizabeth 
Street. 
Sydney,   N.S.W.      ..      1 14a  Pitt  Street. 
Adelaide,   S.A.  76  Brookman's  Building, 

Grenfell  Street. 


THIS  JOURNAL  is  regularly  supplied  by  subscription  to  the 
whole  of  the  members  of  SIXTEEN! ,  PHARMACEUTICAL 
SOCIETIES  in  the  British  Empire.  The  associate  Journal,  The 
■Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia,  published  at  Melbourne 
■and  Sydney,  is  also  supplied  to  all  Australasian  subscribers. 

Subscription  Rates. 
Ten  shillings  a  year  in  advance,  post  free  to  any  part  of  the 
world,  including  a  copy  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary  next  published.  Single  copy,  4(7. ;  Summer  or  Winter 
Number,  Is. ;  Diary,  3s.  6d.  Postal  orders  and  cheques  to  be 
crossed  "  Martin's  Bank  (L:mited)." 

Terms  for  advertising  may  be  obtained  on  application  to  the 
Publisher,  C.  &  I).,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 


CONTENTS:  Vol.  LXII.  No.  2  (Series  No.  1,198). 

PAGE    I  PAGE 

40 

48 
39 
50 
45 
57 


49 


51 
60 


43 
50 
50 
40 
41 
49 
64 
58 


INSETS. 

Cir.ulars 

produced  on  any  tint  of  paper,  or  in  any  colour  or  many 
colours  of  ink,  by  lithography  or  process  work ; 

Counter=bills 

affixed  to  sheets  of  appropriate  size,  in  order  to  show 
the  trade  what  they  are  ; 
Price=lists, 

illustrated  or  otherwise,  of  any  firm's  goods,  manufac- 
tures, or  specialities,  particularising  them  expertly  ; 

Monographs 

dealing  with  the  work  of  business-houses  or  products 
for  which  they  are  noted, 

Can  be  Inserted 

in  the  Winter  Issue  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
to  be  published  on  Saturday,  January  31,  1903. 

No  Better  Method  Exists 

of  securing  the  attention  of  12,000  of  the 
best  buyers  of  druggists'  goods  in  the  British  Empire  ;  and  as  the 
time  is  getting  short  and  positions  are  being  taken,  we  advise  those 
who  think  of  having  an  inset  in  our  Winter  Issue  to 
Write  to  the  Publisher 

of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C,  for  full  particulars  as  to  terms  and  instruc- 
tions for  printers.  A  thing  worth  doing  is  worth  doing  well  and 
now. 


Summary 

.  . 

The  latest  store-prices  are  given  on  p.  39. 

Weed-killer  Patents  are  specified  on  p.  63. 

The  Dispensing -charges  of  Glasgow  stores  leave  a  narrow 
margin  (p.  40). 

Illinois  Druggists  cannot  part  with  cocaine  without  a  pre- 
scription (p.  42). 

A  South  London  chemist's  wife  has  died  as  the  result  of  a 
tramcar  accident  (p.  28). 

Improved  Methods  of  separating  brucine  and  strychnine  are 
described  on  p.  50  and  p.  59. 

The  effect  of  the  new  Licensing  Act  upDn  the  chemist's 
customers  is  depicted  on  p.  50. 

Matico  Oil  seems  to  be  a  different  article  nowadays  to  what  it 
used  to  be.    See  note  on  p.  50. 

More  Facts  respecting  citron  oil  are  communicated  by  the 
London  Essence  Company  (p.  57). 

The  N.A..R.D.  is  trying  to  get  proprietors  of  specialities  in 
U.S  A.  to  fix  minimum  prices  (p.  42). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  met  on  Wednesday,  but  hal 
little  to  do,  or  did  little  publicly  (p.  43). 

New  South  Wales  is  to  admit  British  chemists  and  druggists 
to  the  State  pharmaceutical  register  (p.  41). 

A  Roumanian  doctor  has  been  fined  under  the  Medical  Acts  at 
Nottingham  for  using  the  prefix  "Dr."  (p.  46). 

We  give  some  particulars  in  an  article  on  p.  54  regarding  the 
prize  essays  dealing  with  the  King's  Consumption  Sanatorium. 

The  P.A.T.A.  needs  320  retailers  to  make  2,000  !  This  means 
that  four-fifths  of  the  trade  do  not  support  it  pecuniarily  (p.  51). 

The  distribution  of  medical  practitioners  in  different  parts  of 
the  United  Kingdom  is  rather  unequal.    See,  the  article  on  p.  54. 

"  Wind-pills  "  is  claimed  by  the  proprietors  of  Woodcock's 
wind-pills  as  their  exclusive  title.  We  explain  the  position  on 
p.  53. 

A  Wigtown  Shopkeeper  has  been  convicted  of  three  offences 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  prosecuting 
(P- 48) 

Names  of  Royal  Warrant  Holders,  in  addition  to  those  men- 
tioned in  the  C.  cO  D.,  November  9,  1901,  have  been  gazetted 
(p.  48). 

Evidence  in  the  willow-bark  case  heard  in  the  Court  of  Session 
this  week  brought  out  a  lot  of  interesting  information  respecting 
the  willow  (  p.  46). 

German  Trade  is  reviewed  on  p.  55.  The  growth  of  trusts  in 
the  Empire  is  making  the  Government  anxious,  and  a  Commission 
has  been  appointed. 

The  Redwood  Scholabship  is  small,  but  Mr.  Michael  Carteighe 
has  set  his  heart  to  make  it  better,  and  has  collected  about  500'. 
from  a  few  friends  I  p.  41). 

The  export  and  import  business  of  the  United  Kingdom 
improved  greatly  in  1902,  and  the  exports  of  drugs  and  medicinal 
preparations  were  over  26,000/.  more  (p.  52). 

We  report  more  fully  the  hearing  of  the  mercury-ointment  cases 
in  the  Potteries  {p.  45).  A  case  has  been  dismissed  at  Tamworth 
because  mercurial  ointment  (not  mercury-ointment)  was  asked  for. 

The  British  Dent.vl  Association  has  failed  to  convince  an 
East  London  Magistrate  that  the  use  by  an  unregistered  dentist  of  a 
predecessor's  name-plate  (bearing  his  qualifications)  is  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  Dentists  Act  ip.  46). 

Business  during  the  first  week  of  the  year  has  been  fairly  good. 
Ca3cara  sagrada  has  advanced  considerably,  values  closing  about 
25s.  per  cwt.  dearer  than  last  week.  Senega  is  also  a  rising 
market.  Peppermint  oil  is  in  more  demand.  An  advance  in  raw 
materials  has  made  tartaric  and  citric  acids  firm.  Bleaching- 
pDwder  and  chlorate  of  potash  are  lower,  and  sulphate  of  copper 
and  turpentine  are  dearer  (p.  64). 


Draft-advjrtisaments. 

We  remind  readers  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  that  we  invite  contributions  of  advertisements  for 
chemists,  as  suggested  on  page  36  of  the  C.  &  D ,  January  3. 
We  will  pav  5s.  for  each  draft  printed.  The  advertisements  will 
be  criticised  by  "Adeps  Adeptis,"  and  any  actually  in  use  may 
be  sent  in.    A  prompt  response  is  desirable. 
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Brevities. 

The  use  of  benzene  for  degreasing  skins  has  its  draw- 
backs. Its  inflammability  was  the  cause  of  5,000/.  worth  of 
damage  at  Messrs.  Roberts  &  Son's  works  at  Worcester. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Stourbridge  brewer  intends  entering 
an  action  against  the  Worcester  county  analyst  for  damages 
and  losses  incurred  by  incorrect  analysis  of  his  beer  and 
consequent  procedure  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts. 

The  struggle  between  the  private  tradesman  and  co- 
operative societies  has  reached  an  interesting  stage,  legal 
proceedings  having  been  instituted  by  the  Co-operative 
Society  at  Cowes  against  the  Tradesman  and  Shop]{ee2>er,  a 
periodical  which  has  throughout  advocated  the  cause  of  the 
retail  dealer. 

We  had  a  talk  with  Mr.  Thos.  Postlethwaite,  131  Fawcett 
Road,  Southsea,  over  the  telephone  on  New  Year's  Day.  Mr. 
Postlethwaite  is  the  first  chemist  to  be  connected  up  to  the 
Portsmouth  Municipal  Exchange.  It  is  hoped  the  Tunbridge 
Wells  fiasco  will  not  discourage  the  Portsmouth  municipal 
authorities. 

A  Conference  between  the  Fire  Protection  Committee  of 
the  Manufacturers  Section  of  the  London  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce and  the  Retailers'  Sub-Section  was  held  on  Tuesday 
to  consider  the  London  Building  Act  Amendment  Bill,  to  be 
introduced  by  the  London  County  Council.  Resolutions 
were  adopted,  saying  that  the  Bill  will  seriously  affect 
owners  and  occupiers  of  business-premises,  and  asking  the 
Manufacturers'  Section  to  take  up  the  matter.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Retailers'  Sub-Section  subsequently  it  was  reported  that 
sign-makers  have  formulated  alternatives  to  the  City  Regula- 
tions as  to  lamps  and  signs,  and  copies  are  to  be  circulated 
amongst  retailers. 

A  New  Year's  Day  Custom. 

Alderman  Arthur  Deck,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Cam- 
bridge, celebrates  the  in-coming  of  each  new  year  by  the 
discharge  of  rockets.  It  is  a  custom  inaugurated  by  his 
father  as  far  back  as  1815,  and  Mr.  Deck  has  himself 
continued  it  since  1853.  The  rockets  are  discharged  directly 
opposite  Alderman  Deck's  business  premises  on  King's 
Parade,  in  the  gateway  of  King's  College,  and  each  year  they 
attract  an  enormous  crowd  of  people,  who  warmly  cheer  the 
■worthy  Alderman  as  he  sends  forth  his  fiery  greetings.  After- 
ward there  is  the  singing  of  "  Auld  Lang  Syne,"  and  Alder- 
man Deck  entertains  many  of  his  friends  round  the  punch 
bowl.  The  ceremony  this  year  took  place  in  fine  frosty 
weather,  and  the  crowd  was  a  record  one. 

A  Benighted  Village. 

There  is  a  village  in  Middlesex  with  a  considerable  popu- 
lation where  there  is  no  chemist's  shop.  That  is  a  some- 
what extraordinary  fact,  but  on  investigating  the  matter 
fully  (writes  a  correspondent)  it  is  yet  more  extraordinary, 
for  the  village  referred  to — Shepperton-on-Thames — is  the 
centre  of  other  outlying  villages,  where  there  are  no 
chemists'  shops  either :  Littleton,  Shepperton  Green,  and 
Halliford  being  three  considerable  villages  in  the  same 
locality  which  have  no  chemists'  supply.  Yet  Shepperton- 
on-Thames  has  a  fine  old  church  and  a  railway-terminus 
station.  From  the  church  it  is  nearly  three  miles  to  the 
nearest  chemist's.  Shepperton  is  a  pleasant  locality  to  live 
in,  a  centre  for  fishing  and  boating,  and  a  village,  one  would 
imagine,  where  a  chemist  opening  a  shop  might  establish  a 
valuable  connection. 

Theft  charges. 

At  the  Brighton  Police  Court  on  January  5,  Frederick 
James  Hutt  (14)  was  charged  with  stealing  8/.  in  money  and 
other  articles  to  the  total  value  of  121.,  from  his  employer, 
Charles  George  Yates,  chemist,  Upper  Hamilton  Road, 
Brighton.  Prisoner  was  left  alone  in  the  shop  during  the 
temporary  absence  of  his  employer,  to  whom  he  had  been 
errand-boy  about  a  fortnight,  when  it  is  alleged  he  stole  the 
articles  mentioned,  and  decamped  to  London,  where  he  was 


arrested,  and  admitted  the  theft.  Prisoner  was  remanded 
^or  a  week. 

Eliza  Bingley,  of  Bradford,  Manchester,  was  charged  on 
December  30  with  stealing  a  pot  of  honey  and  other  articles 
from  the  shop  of  Adelaide  Drinkwater,  chemist  and  druggist, 
101  Ashton  New  Road,  Beswick.  This  and  other  charges 
being  proved,  the  Bench  sent  the  offender  to  gaol  for  four 
months. 

A  Tramear  Fatality. 

On  January  2,  an  inquest  was  held  at  Streatham  on  the 
body  of  Ellen  Sarah  Rice  (54),  wife  of  Richard  Edward  Rice, 
chemist  and  druggist,  89  Union  Road,  Newington  Causeway, 
S.E.  According  to  the  evidence,  Mrs.  Rice  was  descending 
from  the  top  of  a  tramear  at  Clapham,  when  the  car  suddenly 
started,  and  she  was  thrown  over  the  rails  into  the  road. 
Mrs.  Rice  was  picked  up  covered  with  blood,  and  assisted  to 
the  surgery  of  Dr.  Hunter,  who  treated  her  and  called  upon 
her  the  following  day,  when  he  found  that  she  was  suffering 
from  a  fractured  spine.  She  lingered  for  some  weeks,  but 
died  on  December  3L.  The  cause  of  death  was  syncope  from 
meningitis  as  a  result  of  the  injuries  received.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  accidental  death. 

Contracts. 

The  Bradford  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Messrs.  Stephenson  Brothers,  of  Bradford,  for 
drysaltery,  and  Messrs.  Harrison,  Parkinson  &  Co.,  of  Bradford, 
for  drugs  for  six  months.  The  North  Brierley  Board  of  Guar- 
dians have  accepted  the  tenders  of  the  Killgerm  Company 
(Limited),  Cleckheaton,  for  disinfectant  fluid  and  soap,  and 
the  tender  of  Messrs.  Stephenson  Brothers,  of  Bradford,  for 
all  other  drysaltery. 

The  Greengrocer  Eemedy. 

On  January  2,  Mr.  R.  A.  Willcock,  the  Wolverhampton 
Borough  Coroner,  held  an  inquest  relative  to  the  death  of 
Jane  Davies,  aged  1  year  and  11  months,  who  died  suddenly. 
According  to  the  mother's  evidence  the  child  appeared  to  be 
rather  unwell,  and  she  gave  her  a  brown  powder  called 
"Gibson  powder,"  which  she  bought  at  a  shop  in  Church 
Lane,  occupied  by  Mr.  Whitehouse,  who  kept  "  greengroceries 
and  all  kinds  of  things."  As  deceased  got  worse,  witness 
took  her  to  Dr.  Collier,  who  prescribed.  On  the  next  occasion 
the  doctor  was  called  in,  and  the  child  died  in  his  presence. 
She  gave  the  powder  on  the  recommendation  of  her  sister, 
who  had  administered  them  to  her  own  children.  Dr.  Collier 
stated  that  he  had  made  a  post-mortem  and  had  found  every- 
thing normal,  except  that  the  lungs  showed  signs  of  collapse. 
What  had  caused  this  he  was  unable  to  say.  Shown  the 
powder  which  was  administered  to  deceased,  Dr.  Collier  said 
he  was  not  acquainted  with  the  variety.  It  was  a  very  common 
thing  for  teething-powders  to  be  purchased  from  any  shop. 
People  gave  them  to  their  children  when  teething.  They 
were  usually  totally  ignorant  of  what  the  powders  were 
composed.  Many  teething-powders  contained  calomel, 
which  should  be  administered  very  carefully,  and  precautions 
taken  that  the  patient  be  not  afterwards  exposed.  He  was 
backed  up  in  his  opinion  that  there  was  nothing  to  show 
what  caused  the  collapse  of  the  lungs  by  another  medical 
man.  The  Coroner  said  it  was  an  extraordinary  case,  and 
the  jury  returned  a  verdict  in  accordance  with  the  medical 
evidence.  A  juror  remarked  that  Mr.  Whitehouse,  from  whom 
the  powder  was  obtained,  was  on  the  jury.  The  Coroner 
thereupon  remarked  that  perhaps  this  would  be  a  lesson  to 
Mr.  Whitehouse  to  allow  children  to  be  taken  to  those  who 
were  qualified  to  prescribe. 

Mr.  Whitehouse :  If  brown  powders  killed  children  there 
would  be  twenty  or  thirty  inquests  from  down  our  way  every 
week. 

Store-prices. 

The  price-circular  for  January  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
Stores  contains  the  following  alterations  :  — 

Added  .—Berwick  cough-mixture  Is.  and  2s.  Id.  per  bottle  ; 
Bond's  non-heating  marking-ink,  3jd.  and  6'fZ.  per  bottle  ; 
Burn  O,  5hd.  and  lU|f7.  each ;  Cooper  Smith's  Ebberzine,  3s.  11(7. ; 
Pass-Cora"  lid.  per  packet,  10s.  6d.  per  dozen ;  copper  sulphate, 
25s.  per  1-cwt.  keg ;  Lemota,  lid.  per  bottle ;  Madame  Sylvia's 
World- sweetener,  2s.  3d.  and  3s.  6<?.  per  bottle  ;  Moelline,  2s.  3d. 
and  4s.  per  jar ;  Utol  disinfectant,  3s.  M.  per  1-gal.  drum. 
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Diseqntinnedi — Hommel's  Hicmatogen,  Ridge's  food,  and 
Houbegant's  perfumery. 

Finest  Norwegian  cod-liver  oil  lias  been  advanced  8.;.  Qd. 
per  1-gal.  jar  (non-returnable),  Is.  extra,  and  foreign  oil  of 
peppermint  is  now  Is.  6d.  "  per  bottle." 

The  Week's  Poisonings. 

Nine  deaths  by  poisoning  have  been  reported  during  the 
week,  seven  being  caused  by  the  scheduled  poisons  laudanum 
(3),  carbolic  acid  (2),  oxalic  acid,  and  cyanide  of  potassium, 
and  the  remaining  two  by  phosphorus-paste  and  nitric 
acid.  The  last-named  was  taken  by  a  young  woman  in 
Clerkenwell,  who  obtained  the  acid  from  Mr.  William 
Grimwood,  chemist  and  druggist,  104  Farringdon  Road,  E.C., 
by  saying  she  wanted  it  for  cleaning  brass  or  testing  silver. 
At  the  inquest  the  Deputy-Coroner  (Mr.  Walter  Schroder) 
pointed  out  that  the  bottle  in  which  the  poison  was 
contained  was  a  sauce-bottle  from  which  the  sauce- 
label  had  not  been  removed,  and  the  "poison" 
label  put  on  by  the  chemist  was  so  small  that  it  might  be 
obscured.  Mr.  Grimwood  replied  that  it  was  the  ordinary- 
size  label.  He  was  always  very  particular  in  selling  poisons, 
but  it  would  take  a  long  time  if  he  had  to  scrape  all  the  old 
labels  off  the  bottles  brought  to  him  before  serving  people, 
as  some  brought  pickle-bottles,  some  sauce-bottles,  and  some 
ginger-beer  bottles.  The  Deputy-Coroner  expressed  the 
opinion  that  if  chemists  generally  would  refuse  to  serve 
poisons  except  in  proper  bottles,  there  would  not  be  so  many 
cases  of  death  from  misadventure.  If  the  present  case  had 
been  one  of  accident  instead  of  a  suicide,  the  jury  would 
probably  have  held  the  chemist  to  blame  for  his  conduct. 
Mr.  Grimwood  said  he  would  take  care  not  to  label  another 
bottle  like  it. — The  rat-poison  was  taken  by  a  woman  at 
Mountsorrel,  who  had  some  family  t-oubles  to  contend 
against. — -The  laudanum-cases  occurred  at  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne  (where  a  young  labourer  named  Myers  bought 
three  separate  pennyworths  and  took  the  lot),  at 
Swansea  (where  Montague  Goldman,  a  photographer, 
obtained  a  quantity  of  the  narcotic  from  Mr.  J.  R.  Evans, 
chemist,  Walter  Road,  and  drank  it  in  rum),  and  at  Halifax. 
At  the  inquest  on  the  last-mentioned  case  the  victim  was  a 
man  named  James  Parsons,  and  the  principal  witness  was 
Mr.  Percy  Wignall  Swire,  who  manages  the  establishment  of 
his  father,  Mr.  Jabez  Swire,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
193  Queen's  Road,  Halifax.  Mr.  Swire  stated  that  he  knew 
the  deceased  and  had  sold  him  laudanum.  The  last  time 
was  a  week  previously.  The  quantity  supplied  was  2  oz. 
Witness  thought  he  had  supplied  him  with  laudanum  three 
times  since  October.  Quite  recently  Parsons  told  witness 
he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  taking  about  15  drops  of 
laudanum  occasionally,  and,  seeing  that  was  half  the  phar- 
macopueial  dose,  witness  thought  it  was  quite  reasonable. 
The  whole  amount  witness  had  supplied  was  5  oz. — ■ 
one  quantity  of  1  oz.  and  two  of  2  oz.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  death  by  misadventure.— The 
carbolic  suicides  were  at  Liverpool  and  at  New  Brighton. 
Alice  Clarke,  a  married  woman,  was  the  victim  in  the  first 
case,  and  James  Hardman,  described  as  a  manufacturing 
chemist,  of  Burslem  (Staffs),  was  found  dead  on  the  New 
Brighton  golf-links  with  an  empty  carbolic-acid  bottle  by 
his  side. — A  builder's  clerk  at  Hackney,  named  William 
Head,  toDk  solution  of  cyanide  of  potassium  ;  and  a  Clapham 
fruiterer,  named  Ring,  drank  a  solution  of  oxalic  acid.  The  acid 
was  obtained  from  Mr.  W.  A.  Chapman,  chemist,  of  121  Clap- 
ham  Park  Road,  on  the  pretence  that  it  was  for  cleaning  brass. 
— A  poisoning-sensation,  which  is  not  likely  to  have  a  fatal 
termination,  occurred  at  Blackburn  on  the  last  day  of  the 
old  year.  Mrs.  Bentley,  the  wife  of  an  overlooker  at  a  mill, 
obtained  a  quantity  of  crude  carbolic  acid  from  Mr.  James 
Gilford,  chemist  and  druggist,  who  manages  Mr.  Lord 
Gilford's  shop  in  Bastwell.  The  woman  was  well  known  to 
Mr.  Gifford,  and  the  acid  was  supplied  in  the  regulation 
poison-bottle,  green  in  colour,  and  bearing  an  inscription, 
"  Poison— not  to  be  taken."  The  bottle  was  also  labelled. 
She  purchased  8  oz.,  saying  she  required  it  for  cleaning-pur- 
poses. The  woman  appears  to  have  administered  the  poison 
to  her  two  children,  and  then  to  have  drunk  some  herself. 
All  three  were  discovered  iu  an  unconscious  condition,  and 
removed  to  the  infiimary,  where  they  are  stated  to  be  re- 
covering. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Apothecaries'  Hall  of  Ireland. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  held  on 
January  2,  the  following  were  granted  the  certificates 
of  assistant-apothecary :  Miss  Bridget  Rose  Clinton  (of 
Leonard's,  Earl  Street),  Miss  Lillie  Smyth  (of  Leonard's, 
Henry  Street),  Mr.  James  Doyle  (of  Leonard's,  Arren  Quay), 
Miss  Jessie  Doran  (of  Leonard's,  Wexford  Street).  One  can- 
didate failed. 

Magnesia  Damaged. 

In  the  Recorder's  Court,  Dublin,  Sir  James  Murray  &  Sons 
(Murray's  fluid  magnesia)  sued  the  City  of  Dublin  Steam 
Packet  Company  to  recover  HOI.  damages  in  respect  of  injury 
to  some  cases  of  magnesia  consigned  from  Dublin  to  Liver- 
pool. Evidence  of  the  consignment  of  the  goods  in  proper 
condition  was  given.  The  defence  was  that  a  consignment- 
note  exempted  the  company  from  liability.  The  Recorder 
reserved  his  decision. 

Leonard's  Annual  Ball. 

The  Christmas  Ball  of  the  employes  of  Leonard's  Medical 
Halls  was  held  on  Saturday  evening,  January  3,  at  76  Dame 
Street,  Dublin.  Dancing  commenced  at  9  o'clock,  and  was 
kept  up  with  great  spirit  until  7  o'clock  next  morning, 
interrupted  only  by  intervals  for  supper  and  refreshments,  or 
for  songs  and  recitations.  The  occasion  being  a  festive  one, 
speeches  were  strictly  tabooed,  and  the  entire  night  was 
given  over  to  enjoyment. 

Druggist  Postmaster  Assaulted. 

Patrick  Sweeney  pleaded  guilty  at  the  Belfast  Recorder's 
Court  this  week  of  stealing  stamps  and  money,  the  property 
of  the  Postmaster-General,  but  not  guilty  of  a  charge  of 
assaulting  Mr.  W.  Shaw,  druggist  and  postmaster,  Grosvenor 
Street,  Belfast,  on  December  4.  The  jury  found  the  prisoner 
guilty,  and  a  sentence  of  nine  months'  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour  on  the  two  counts  was  given,  to  run  concurrently, 

Fire. 

A  slight  fire  occurred  the  other  evening  in  the  window  of 
Le  nard's  pharmacy,  Dame  Street,  Dublin.  An  assistant 
was  lighting  the  gas-jets  when  the  taper  accidentally  ignited 
some  gauze  decorations.  The  manager  (Mr.  V.  McWalter) 
was  severely  burned  on  the  hands  in  his  efforts  to  extinguish 
the  flames.  The  plate-glass  windows  were  cracked  by  the 
heat. 

A  Second  Analysis. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Kenmare  (co.  Kerry)  Board  of 
Guardians  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  which  they  stated  that  they  observed  that  the 
result  of  the  second  analysis  of  a  sample  of  liquor  iodi  fortis 
from  the  workhouse  hospital  which  Dr.  Laffer,  analyst,  had 
taken  in  consequence  of  the  protest  of  the  medicine  con- 
tractors as  to  the  validity  of  the  analyst's  first  report, 
completely  verified  the  statement  in  Dr.  Laffer's  first  report 
— namely,  that  the  samples  were  58  6  per  cent,  deficient  in 
iodine.  The  Board  stated  their  opinion  that  an  analyst 
should  not  be  put  to  the  trouble  of  making  a  second  analysis 
unlets  there  was  some  exceptional  reason  for  thinking  that 
a  mistake  had  been  made  ;  and  they  must  request  that  the 
contractors' attention  may  be  called  to  the  fact  that  when 
entering  into  the  contract  they  agreed  to  accept  the  analyst's 
decision  as  final  and  conclusive.  In  the  event  of  the 
contractors  again  disregarding  this  condition  of  the  contract, 
the  L.G.B.  will  be  obliged  to  consider  whether  or  not  the 
analyst  should  be  paid  by  the  contractors  for  his  time  and 
labour  in  making  a  second  analysis.  The  Guardians  decided 
to  send  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the  contractors,  the  Cork 
Chemical  and  Drug  Company. 


The  Count  (at  grand  ball) :  "  Surely  I  have  seen  your  bjiutiful 
face  before,  Miss  Waggs  ?  "  Miss  Waggs  (from  Chicago)  :  "  Mor'n 
likely.  Poppa  used  it  on  all  his  patent-medicine  advertisements 
as  '  After  taking.'  " 
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Scotcb  flewa. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  Interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


The  Laird's  Golden- wedding. 

Comrie  is  preparing  to  celebrate  the  golden  weddir  g  of 
Colonel  .Williamson,  of  Lawers,  and  his  wife.  The  genial 
laird  of  Lawers  will  be  remembered  by  pharmacists  who 
visited  Comrie  last  summer  in  connection  with  the  Con- 
ference at  Dundee.  His  speech  at  the  luncheon  was  one  of 
the  brightest  features  of  that  enjoyable  day. 

The  "Wife's  Story. 

A  woman  applied  for  admission  to  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
Edinburgh,  on  January  5,  stating  that  her  husband  had 
attempted  to  poison  her  with  laudanum.  She  was  taken  in 
and  found  to  be  suffering  from  opium-poisoning.  Eemedies 
were  applied,  and  she  recovered.  Police  investigation 
proved  the  woman's  story  to  be  a  concoction.  At  the  time 
the  poison  was  taken  the  husband  was  two  miles  away, 
while  the  chemist,  whose  name  was  on  the  label,  identified 
the  woman  herself  as  the  purchaser  of  the  poison. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

The  food  and  drug  inspectors  are  again  on  the  prowl,  but 
mercury-ointment  has  not  yet  been  demanded. 

Photographic  chemicals  and  apparatus  as  a  side-line  are 
becoming  played  out  in  some  neighbourhoods.  Several 
'  chemists  have  dropped  this  department. 

Several  local  chemists  have  well- displayed  advertisements 
on  the  pantomime  "  drop-scenes."  One  describes  himself  as 
the  pioneer  of  the  American  soda-fountain  in  Glasgow. 

People  must  be  growing  more  temperate  in  eating  and 
drinking.  The  New  Year's  festivities  no  longer  cause  a 
marked  increase  in  the  sale  of  alteratives  and  saline 
purgatives. 

All  the  Glasgow  hospitals  now  have  their  own  plant  for 
manufacturing  aerated  waters.  In  respect  of  laboratory 
equipment  and  practice  in  the  preparation  of  galenicals  they 
are  still,  however,  "  at  cockcrow  and  the  morning  star." 

The  medical-club  system  is  on  its  trial  in  Glasgow.  The 
members  of  such  clubs  are  beginning  to  realise  that  they 
cannot  get  adequate  medical  attendance  and  medicine  for 
the  pittance  which  they  subscribe,  and  medical  men  are 
practically  in  revolt  against  the  prevailing  conditions. 

The  length  to  which  the  prescribing  of  proprietaries  is 
carried  by  some  medical  men  was  strikingly  exemplified  a 
few  days  since,  when  a  West-end  pharmacist  handled  a  pre- 
scription for  a  mixture  containing  ten  ingredients,  five  of 
which  were  proprietary  articles,  and  two  of  these  had  to  be 
procured  from  the  wholesaler  in  original  packages.  The 
dispenser  lost  by  the  transaction. 

A  comparison  of  dispensing-charges  amongst  the  leading 
city  "  store  chemists "  shows  that  the  following  tariff  is 
general : — 

Mixtures  (all  doses),  2  oz.,  Gd. ;  3  and  4-  oz.,  Sd. ;  6  and  8  oz.,  Is. 
Powders,  9d.  per  dozen. 
Prescription  pills,  id.  per  dozen. 
Suppositories,  6d.  to  9d.  per  dozen. 
Prescription  ointments,  6d.  per  oz. 

In  a  trial  made  to  elicit  these  facts,  it  transpired  inci- 
dentally that  in  some  cases  the  profit  is  nil,  and  in  most  it 
does  not  exceed  15  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  the  ingredients. 

A  local  me  lico  blessed  with  a  keen  sense  of  humour 
encloses  the  following  epigrammatic  verses  along  with  his 
accounts : — 

Tres  medicos  facies  habet : 

Unam,  quando  rogatur,  angelicam  ; 

Mox  est  cum  Juvat,  ipse  dens  ; 

Post,  ubi  curato,  posuit  sua  prsemia  morbo, 

Horidus  apparet  terribilisque  Satan. 


For  the  benefit  of  non-classical  patients  the  author  supplies, 
this  free  translation: — 

An  angel's  face  the  doctor  wears 

When  first  his  aid  is  sought, 
A  god-like  countenance  he  bears 

Soon  as  the  cure  is  wrought. 

But  when  his  little  bill  he  makes, 

And  seeks  his  humble  fee, 
A  form  most  terrible  he  takes, 

A  horrid  devil  he. 

Fire. 

An  outbreak  of  fire  occurred  on  the  premises  of  Mr. 
William  Ogston,  chemist  and  druggist,  Union  Street,  Inver- 
ness, on  January  1.  The  shop  was  closed  at  the  time,  and 
it  is  not  known  how  the  fire  originated.  A  young  man  passing 
along  the  street  observed  smoke  issuing  from  the  fanlight 
above  the  doorway.  He  gave  the  alarm,  and  the  fire 
brigade  were  soon  in  attendance.  A  glass  door  in  the  shop 
was  broken  open,  and  it  was  seen  that  the  fire  had  got  a-- 
strong  hold  of  the  back  premises,  which  were  stored  with  in- 
flammable drugs  and  chemicals.  After  half-an-hour's  hard 
work  the  conflagration  was  got  under.  Damage  to  the  extent 
of  several  hundred  pounds  was  done  to  the  stock  and  fittings. 
Mr.  Ogston  was  not  in  the  town,  as  he  was  to  leave  for 
Glasgow  by  the  afternoon  train.  His  assistant  left  the  shop 
about  an  hour  before  the  outbreak,  when  everything  appeared 
to  be  right. 


jfrencb  IRews. 

From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


A  Dentist's  Client. — M.  Renaud,  a  Paris  dentist,  whose 
operating-rooms  are  in  the  Avenue  du  Maine,  had  a  par- 
ticularly cantankerous  client  to  treat  last  week.  On 
Saturday  morning  the  dentist  had  to  fill  a  hollow  tooth,  and 
told  his  patient  that  he  would  have  to  come  twice  more  to 
complete  the  work  properly.  "  Oh,  you  are  very  clever  at 
drawing  the  pleasure  out,"  said  the  latter,  and,  on  the 
operator  asking  what  he  meant,  the  patient  added,  "  Do  not 
play  the  fool ;  you  are  a  tooth-drawer,  and  know  all  the 
little  tricks  of  the  trade."  M.  Renaud  was  naturally  annoyed 
at  such  a  tone,  and  politely  requested  the  patient  to  make 
himself  scarce  once  and  for  all.  Instead  of  this,  however, 
he  attacked  the  dentist  savagely,  and,  but  for  the  timely 
intervention  of  M.  Renaud's  manservant,  might  have  done  a 
good  deal  of  harm.  Finally,  with  the  aid  of  the 
concierge,  the  patient  was  conducted  to  the  police-station, 
and  he  proved  to  be  a  shopman — Charles  Leprince  by  name, 
and  27  years  of  age.    The  police  kept  him  in  custody. 

"  Therapeutic  Photography." — It  is  stated  that  Dr. 
Hippolyte  Baraduc,  a  French  physician,  has  discovered 
a  process  to  which  he  has  given  the  name  of  therapeutic 
photography,  its  use  being  for  the  examination  of  patients 
suffering  from  hallucinations.  The  doctor's  modus  operandi 
is  to  wrap  a  dry  plate  in  light  proof  paper,  and  to  hold  it 
near  the  patient.  Sadness  is  said  to  be  impressed  on  the 
plate  by  "a  whirlwind  of  lines,"  while  the  image  of  joy  has 
a  resemblance  to  the  effects  of  Rontgen  Rays.  The  coo-coo 
of  a  dove  and  the  purr  of  a  cat  are  said  to  have  been  also 
thus  recorded  by  photography.  Dr.  Baraduc  also  claims 
to  have  obtained  photographs  of  persons  "  that  resemble 
portraits,  made  by  crayons,  in  which  no  hard  lines  are 
visible,"  by  means  of  "  Astral  light  "  jsrojected  "  Solely  by 
concentration  of  thought."  This  curious  process  evidently 
still  belongs  to  the  academical  rather  than  to  the  practical 
order  of  things,  and  same  day  the  inventor  will  perhaps  be 
able  to  give  a  more  complete  and  better  defined  account  of  it. 

Pharmaceutical  Legislation.' — The  extra-Parliamen- 
tary Committee,  composed  of  pharmacien  members  of  parlia- 
ment, which  it  was  hoped  to  call  together  in  Paris  last 
October  to  discuss  the  terms  of  the  proposed  new  French 
Pharmacy  law,  has  not  yet  met.  The  Members  of  the 
Committee,  with  M.  H.  Fortune  at  their  head,  who  have 
taken  the  matter  in  hand  have  not  been  idle,  bat  there  are 
so  many  interests  to  be  conciliated  that  it  has  been  found 
impossible  to  come  to  an  understanding  so  far.  Meanwhile 
M.  Astier,  the  author  of  the  project  of  a  pharmacy  law  that 
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was  before  the  last  Parliament,  has  brought  the  same  text 
forward  again,  for  which  he  asked  and  obtained  immediate 
consideration,  the  Bill  being  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce,  of  which  M.  Astier  is  the  President.  On  the 
other  hand,  M.  Fortune  can  well  see  that  any  further  delay  in 
calling  together  the  extra-Parliamentary  Committee  would 
be  dangerous,  has  fixed  January  15  for  it  to  meet.  The 
interesting  position  in  connection  with  the  new  law  is 
that  the  project  brought  forward  by  M.  Astier  is  in  many 
points  strongly  opposed  by  those  who  are  supposed  to  be 
the  leaders  of  French  pharmacy,  and  are  the  elected 
representatives  of  a  majority  of  the  pharmacists  of  this 
country.  It  looks,  however,  as  though  M.  Astier  will  carry 
the  day,  though  perhaps  he  may  make  a  few  concessions  on 
matters  relating  to  such  questions  as  the  sale  of  patent 
medicines  in  France. 


Souib  Hfrtcan  IRews. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note. — The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by  order  to  all 
the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  iu  British  South  Atrici, 
viz. : — 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  op  Oape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceu hcal  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 


Three  Cases  of  Smallpox  were  discovered  at  Wynberg, 
C.C.,  in  the  week  that  the  last  mail  left. 

Doovey's  Patent  Lotion.— Lallsau  Doovey,  herbalist, 
Salt  River,  C.C.,  has  applied  for  letters  patent  to  cover  his 
lotion  to  cure  rheumatism. 

Not  a  Single  Drug  was  submitted  to  the  Cape  Govern- 
ment analyst  for  report  during  the  quarter  which  ended  on 
September  30,  1902,  but  out  of  nine  samples  of  vinegar  only 
two  were  genuine. 

A  Mine-manager's  Death. — A  sensation  has  been 
created  in  mining  circles  at  Krugersdorp  by  the  death  of 
Mr.  Dupont,  who  recently  returned  from  France  to  take  over 
the_  manager.-hip  of  the  Champ  d'Or.  After  asking  the 
acting-manager  for  cyanide,  and  failing  to  get  any,  he  went 
over  to  the  French  Rand  and  obtained  3  oz.,  as  he  said,  for 
an  experiment.  He  returned  to  the  Champ  d'Or,  entered  the 
room  of  the  assistant-manager,  took  a  jug  of  water,  retired 
for  a  few  minutes,  and  then  returned  with  the  jug  and  fell 
down  dead.  At  the  inquest  the  acting-manager  said  Mr. 
Dupont  was  much  worried  on  account  of  having  had  to  leave 
his  wife  in  Europe. 

No  Financial  Collapse. — A  remarkable  feature  of  the 
South  African  trade,  says  the  Financial  Times,  is  the 
absence  of  any  collapse  of  importance,  while  the  few  houses 
whose  assets  got  locked  up  during  the  war,  and  who  were 
obliged  to  seek  the  indulgence  of  their  creditors,  are  steadily 
reducing  the  old  liabilities.  It  is  very  satisfactory,  too, 
despite  all  the  fears  as  to  our  future  hold  upon  this  market, 
that  there  is  no  evidence  of  business  passing  out  of  British 
hands.  It  is  true,  of  course,  that  some  large  contracts  have 
been  placed  with  other  countries,  but  the  urgency  of  the 
resettlement  demanded  expeditious  execution  of  orders, 
which  in  some  cases  could  not  have  been  completed  here  in 
the  time  required.  Nevertheless,  Britain  has  had  a  fair 
share  even  of  the  urgent  business.  Another  important  point 
in  connection  with  South  Africa  is  the  establishment  in 
London  of  several  foreign  houses  which  formerly  carried  on 
their  business  on  the  Continent.  This  is  due  in  no  small 
degree  to  the  influence  of  the  leading  South  African  banks. 

Medical  Act  Cases.— At  the  Police  Court,  Cape  Town, 
on  December  16,  before  Mr.  C.  W.  Broers,  A  R.M.,  Mahomet 
Cassien,  a  coloured  labourer,  was  charged  with  having  on 
December  10  contravened  Section  35  of  Act  34  of  1891,  by 
practising  as  a  doctor  without  a  medical  certificate.  A 
witness  told  how  he  took  his  child  Henry,  aged  10  months, 
to  the  prisoner,  who  said  the  child  was  not  suffering  from 
the  teeth,  adding  the  devil  was  in  the  child.    Upon  being 


,  asked  for  fire,  witness  brought  live  coals  on  an  enamelled 
plate,  and  the  prisoner  scattered  something  over  them,  which 

I  caused  a  dense  smoke.  The  prisoner  then  began  dancing  and 
jumping  about,  snapping  his  fingers,  and  talking  in  some 

,  unintelligible  way.    The  case  was  adjourned. — In  the  same 

.  court,  on  the  same  day,  Frederick  William  Schmidt  was 
committed  for  trial  on  a  charge  of  contravening  Section  18 

[  of  the  Act  between  October  1  and  November  26.  The  evi- 
dence showed  that  accused  had  practised  as  a  physician  and 
surgeon.  In  reply  to  the  Magistrate,  he  said  he  was  35 
years  of  age,  born  in  Germany,  and  a  medical  man  by  occu- 
pation.   He  reserved  his  defence. 


Hustralasian  IRcws. 

Chiefly  from  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia," 
December  i,  1902.    63.  per  copy,  post  free. 


A  Government  Bill. — A  Consolidated  Poisons  Bill  has 
been  drafted  by  the  N.S.W.  Government  without  consulta- 
tion with  the  Pharmacy  Board,  about  which  there  will  be 
trouble.  The  N.S.W.  pharmacists  are  exerting  all  possible 
influence  on  the  members  of  the  Lower  House,  and  have 
pledges  of  support  from  a  considerable  section. 

The  Australian  Formulary,  which  was  prepared  with 
the  object  of  inducing  medical  men  to  order  the  preparations 
made  from  the  recipes  given  there  in  place  of  proprietary 
medicines,  is  reported  to  be  a  success.  In  cases  where  the 
Formulary  has  been  sent  to  medical  men  with  an  explanatory 
note,  prescriptions  ordering  Formulary  medicines  hive 
resulted. 

Decomposition  of  Chloroform.— The  Health  Depart- 
ment at  Wellington,  N.Z.,  is  examining  a  number  of  samples 
of  chloroform  which  have  recently  caused  deaths  when  ad- 
ministered to  produce  anaesthesia.  It  is  stated  that  one  of 
the  samples  has  been  found  to  crntain  sodium  chloride  as 
an  impurity.  Messrs.  Duncan,  Flockhart  &  Co.  have  been 
asked  to  advise  upon  the  matter. 

Mr.  A.  W.  Smith,  the  newly  elected  member  of  the 
Pharmacy  Board  of  New  Zealand,  was  born  at  Greytown, 
Wairarapa,  in  1872.  He  was  apprenticed  to  Mr.  Geo.  Mee, 
and  afterwards  spent  two  years  as  assistant  with  Mr.  Hy. 
Owen,  of  Napier.  After  passing  his  examination,  Mr.  Smith 
joined  the  staff  of  Kempthorne,  Prosser  &  Co.'s  Now  Zealand 
Drug  Company  (Limited)  as  representative,  subsequently 
taking  charge  of  the  sundries  and  manufacturing  deoart- 
ments.  Mr.  Smith  is  now  in  business  in  Wellington  as  a  drug- 
agent  and  broker,  and  since  the  opening  of  the  University 
College  has  spent  much  time  in  the  chemical  labora;ory  as  a 
student  under  Professor  E.isterfield. 

British  Certificates  in  N.S.W. — At  the  November 
meeting  of  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  New  South  Wales  a 
resolution  was  carried — 

That  the  following  regulation  b;  fra>me3  by  this  Board  and 
sent  to  the  Colonial  Treasury  for  the  purpose  of  having  it 
approved  of  by  the  Governor  and  Executive  Council :  "  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  shall  be  recognised  as  a 
Board  of  Pharmacy  under  Section  11,  Subsection  e,  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act,  1897." 

The  agreement  for  reciprocity  between  the  various  Australian 
States  comes  into  operation  on  February  1,  from  which  date 
the  British  certificate  will  be  accepted  if  approved  of  by  the 
Government.  Mr.  Loney,  the  mover  of  the  resolution, 
explained  that  N.S.W.  had  justified  the  refusal  in  the  past 
to  accept  British  certificates  as  a  weapon  for  reciprocity  with 
Great  Britain.  The  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
of  Great  Britain  had  told  Mr.  Loney  that  it  was  the  first 
duty  of  Australian  pharmacists  to  agree  amongst  themselves, 
and  when  that  was  accomplished  there  was  little  doubt  but 
that  reciprocity  with  Great  Britain  would  be  arranged. 

Mr.  Grimwade's  Impressions. — The  Hon.  F.  S.  Grimwade 
arrived  in  Melbourne  on  November  19,  having  spent  some 
months  on  a  visit  to  England.  To  a  representative  of  the 
CD. A.,  Mr.  Grimwade  said  the  trend  of  pharmacy  in  the  old 
country  is  still  towards  the  capitalistic  limited  company. 
Small  businesses  are  bought  out  by  companies,  the  seller  in 
many  cases  being  retained  as  manager  at  a  salary  equal  to 
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or  better  than  what  he  was  making  on  a  limited  capital  as 
proprietor,  the  result  as  regards  the  business  being  that  by 
large  increase  in  stock,  and  the  cheapening  of  retail  rates, 
much  heavier  returns  are  obtained.  This  process  is  repeated 
many  times  over,  and  immense  holdings  of  branch  businesses 
are  in  the  hands  of  companies.  The  profits  would  appear  to 
be  made  largely  by  economies  in  buying,  all  the  branches  of 
one  company  being  supplied  from  or  through  a  central  store 
or  office.  Prices  charged  retail  and  for  dispensing  would  fill 
the  soul  of  a  conservative  colonial-born  pharmacist  with 
'•  holy  horror  and  pious  grief."  The  companies  appear  to  find 
no  difficulty  in  obtaining  assistants,  as  increased  salaries  and 
decreased  hours  of  duty  attract  the  best  business  men,  and 
only  these  are  wanted.  The  large  historic  London  dispensing 
establishments  still  hold  their  position,  notwithstanding  the 
high-pressure  competition.  But  Mr.  Grimwade  remarked  that 
the  proprietors  as  a  rule  do  not  now,  as  heretofore,  bring  up 
thei?  sons  to  the  business.  This  fact  speaks  for  itself.  Mr. 
Grimwade  was  welcomed  home  by  the  staff  of  Messrs.  Felton, 
Grimwade  &  Co.  on  November  21,  a  dinner  being  given  in 
honour  of  the  occasion. 


Hmerlcan  IRotee. 


Fire. — In  a  #350, 000  conflagration,  which  wiped  out  many 
1  miness-places  hi  Atlanta  last  month,  the  Jacobs  Pharmcy 
Company's  Building  and  Hammack's  Drug  Company's  store 
were  both  destroyed. 

k  Chemist  Honoured. — On  December  17,  a  tablet  in 
memory  of  Mr.  Hamilton  Y.  Castner,  the  inventor  of  the 
Castner  processes  for  the  electrolytic  production  of  caustic 
alkalies,  was  unveiled  in  Columbia  University,  New  York 
Mr.  Castner  was  born  in  Brooklyn. 

Cocaine  Restrictions. — The  Cjcaine  Law  of  Illinois 
provides  that  it  is  not  lawful  for  any  druggist  to  retail,  sell, 
or  give  away  any  cocaine  hydrochlorate  or  other  salt  of  or 
any  compound  of  cocaine,  ov  preparation  containing  cocaine, 
except  upon  the  written  prescription  of  a  licensed  physician 
or  licensed  dentist,  the  prescription  to  be  made  up  only  once. 
The  fine  for  a  first  offence  varies  from  #10  to  #50,  and  for 
each  subsequent  offence  from  #50  to  #200. 

A  Distinction  with  a  Difference. — A  New  York 
firm  of  wholesale  druggists  imported  camphor  which  was 
assessed  by  the  Customs  collector  at  6c.  per  lb.  as  refined 
camphor  under  paragraph  12,  Act  of  1897,  and  claimed  by 
the  importers  to  be  entitled  to  free  entry  under  paragraph 
515  as  crude  camphor.  The  camphor  was  distilled  by 
the  new  process  and  imported  in  powdered  or  granulated 
condition.  The  Board  held  that  the  difference  between  old 
crude  cimphor  and  the  new  product  is  too  trifling  to  justify 
the  assessment  of  duty  under  paragraph  12.  The  decision 
of  the  collector  was  accordingly  overruled. 

Another  Anti-cutting  Plan. — The  Executive  Comnrttee 
of  the  N.A.K.D.  (the  American  P.A.T.A.)  has  submitted  to 
proprietary-manufacturers  in  the  United  States  what  it  con- 
siders a  practical  method  for  applying  the  "direct-con- 
tract" and  "serial-numbering"  plan.  In  this  new  plan, 
which  is  carefully  drawn  up  to  meet  various  objections  put 
forward  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  N.A.R.D.,  the  onus  of 
fixing  minimum  retail  prices  is  placed  upon  the  proprietors. 
This  is  in  accord  with  the  principle  established  by  numerous 
decisions  in  the  United  States  law-courts  during  the  past 
year.  The  plan  hitherto  in  vogue  contained  no  provision  for 
holding  the  proprietors  or  their  agents  to  their  promises, 
and  this  has  been  altered  in  the  new  plan,  which  contains 
draft  agreements  properly  drawn  up  for  the  signatures  of 
the  proprietor  and  his  wholesale  agent  or  for  proprietor  and 
retailer.  The  agreement  binds  the  proprietor  or  wholesaler 
to  sell  the  proprietaries  only  to  certain  named  retailers  at 
c  ;rtain  scheduled  prices,  both  the  wholesale  price  and  the 
minimum  retail  price  being  specified.  Violation  of  the 
agreement  between  proprietor  and  wholesaler  renders  the 
latter  liable  to  a  penalty  of  #96  as  liquidated  damages, 
while  in  the  case  of  a  direct  contract  between  proprietor 
and  retailer  #48  is  the  sum  fixed  as  damages  for  breach  of 
the  agreement. 


Colonial  ano  jforetan  mews. 


Ophthalmia  in  Egypt. — Sir  Ernest  Cassel  has  offered 
40,000/.  towards  the  investigation  of  ophthalmia  and  other 
eye-diseases  amongst  the  natives  of  Egypt.  The  money  will 
be  administered  by  local  direction,  and  the  main  object  of 
the  scheme  is  a  closer  study  of  diseases  by  native  doctors, 
who  alone  can  effectively  influence  the  habits  of  the  people. 
Amongst  the  ignorant  natives  it  is  considered  bad  luck  to 
wash  the  faces  of  infants,  with  the  result  that  flies  feed  on 
the  filth,  and  carry  ophthalmia  from  one  to  another. 

Julius  Grossman  Jubilee. — On  January  1  the  firm 
Julius  Grossmann,  wholesale  druggists,  Hamburg,  celebrated 
the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  foundation.  The  business  was 
started  on  January  1,  1853,  under  the  name  of  Berdien  & 
Grossmann,  passing  later  into  the  sole  ownership  of  Julius 
Grossmann,  and  since  January  1,  1876,  Mr.  Nivard  Kirchner 
has  been  the  proprietor.  Mr.  Kirchner  is  one  of  the  founders 
and  directors  of  the  association  for  furthering  the  Hamburg 
trade  in  colonial  goods,  dried  fruit,  and  drugs,  and  he  and 
his  firm  have,  says  the  Neue  Hanibttrgische  Bursen- Halle, 
contributed  considerably  to  the  advance  of  the  Hamburg 
drug-trade. 

Mineral  Waters  in  Egypt. — A  report  of  the  Austro- 
Hungarian  Chamber  of  Commerce  at  Alexandria  states  that, 
although  the  importation  of  mineral  waters  into  Egypt  is 
proportionately  of  no  very  great  moment,  the  subject  is 
alluded  to  because  the  appaarance  of  cholera  in  the  interior 
of  the  country  has  considerably  augmented  the  consumption 
of  these  waters.  In  1900,  85,261  bottles  were  consumed, 
valued  at  E14.925?.,  and  92,687  bottles,  valued  at  E17.597/., 
in  1901.  Great  Britain,  France,  Austria-Hungary,  and  Italy 
have  the  greatest  shares  in  the  importation  of  these  waters. 
The  supplies  from  Great  Britain  consist  principally  of 
Schweppe's  soda-water.  [Dozens  of  bottles  appears  to  be 
meant.] 

Pharmacy  in  Egypt. — -It  is  proposed  by  the  Government 
of  Egypt  to  control  the  practice  of  pharmacy  there  in  future 
by  a  simple  code  of  rules  and  regulations.  The  Egyptian 
Gazette  had  an  excellent  opportunity  of  saying  what  the 
code  is  to  be,  but  has  contented  itself  with  telling  at  some 
length  how  bad  the  present  state  of  Egyptian  pharmacy  is. 
Thus : - 

There  are  lacking  a  proper  esprit  de  corps,  a  good  conscience, 
fair  dealing,  and  competency  among  the  pharmacies  of  Egypt, 
grouped  as  a  whole,  of  to-day,  and  the  profession  will  benefit 
greatly  by  the  introduction  of  the  proposed  legislation.  For  a 
long  time  such  legislation  has  been  sought  by  those  pharma- 
cists of  a  better  standing,  but  the  capitulations  have  always,  as 
ever,  been  the  stumbling-block  to  improvement,  even  though 
spontaneously  desired.  If  the  rules  enforce  competency  of  heads 
and  assistants,  purity,  and  accuracy  of  drugs  and  prescriptions, 
proper  equipment,  and  impartial  inspection,  the  Government  will 
do  the  country  a  great  service.  The  proposal  to  establish  an 
Egyptian  pharmacopoeia  is  an  excellent  idea  and  will  serve  to  help 
in  bringing  about  one  part  of  these  improvements. 

We  hope  to  give  more  precise  particulars  shortly. 

The  Osaka  Exhibition. — A  Kobe  newspaper  states  that, 
this  exhibition  will  be  by  far  the  largest  in  scope  and  plan 
of  any  ever  undertaken  by  the  Japanese  Government,  and 
will  comprise  the  most  extensive  collection  of  manufactures 
and  products  of  the  Empire  ever  yet  seen.  A  special  feature 
is  the  admission  of  foreign  exhibits,  it  being  the  desire  of 
the  Government  to  do  everything  possible  in  order  to 
strengthen  the  commercial  interests  and  relationship  of 
Japan  with  other  countries.  The  premises  occupy  630,000 
square  feet.  Many  more  firms  than  were  originally  allowed 
for  will  exhibit,  and  all  the  goods  sent  will  be  selected  ones 
only,  so  that  the  exhibition  will  furnish  a  unique  opportunity 
for  those  desiring  to  inspect  samples  of  first-class  Japanese 
manufactures  and  products.  The  Formosan  Government 
will  occupy  a  separate  building,  in  which  will  be  exhibited 
the  products  of  that  island.  The  exhibition,  apart  from  its 
general  interest,  will  be  an  event  of  great  national  import- 
ance, and  it  bids  fair  to  be  a  huge  success. 


Dekmogen  -(zinc  peroxidej  is  to  be  known  in  future  aa 
"  Ektogan." 
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COUNCIL-MEETING. 

THE  first  meeting  of  the  new  year  was  not  a  busy  one.  A 
feature  was  the  announcement  by  Mr.  Carteighe  that  he 
had  exerted  himself  on  behalf  of  the  Redwood  scholarship, 
and  succeeded  in  obtaining,  including  his  own  donation,  a 
sum  of  475^.  to  augment  the  fund,  which,  with  the  unap- 
propriated money  of  the  fund,  made  a  total  addition  of 
618/.  It  is  proposed  to  alter  the  trust  deed  so  that  the 
scholarship  may  be  awarded  every  two  years,  and  thus  be  an 
attraction  to  scholars  and  worthy  of  the  man  it  com- 
memorates. Mr.  Wootton  thought  the  opportunity  might 
be  taken  to  make  the  Burroughs  scholarship  a  biennial  one  to 
be  awarded  on  the  intervening  year  of  the  Redwood  scholar- 
ship. The  sum  of  118/.  was  voted  from  the  Benevolent 
Fund,  the  Treasurer  making  an  eloquent  appeal  for  more 
annual  subscribers.  Mr.  Cooper  proposed  that  the  Benevolent 
Fund  banquet  be  held  at  more  frequent  intervals  than  ten 
years.  From  the  donation  account  157/.  7$.  6d.  was  paid  for 
road-making  at  the  Shortlands  property. 


The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Council  was  held  at  16  Blooms  ■ 
bury  Square  on  January  7.  There  were  present :  Mr.  G.  T.  W. 
Newsholme  (President),  Mr.  C.  B.  Allen  (Vice-President), 
Mr.  S.  R.  Atkins  (Treasurer),  and  Messrs.  M.  Carteighe, 
A.  Cooper,  O.  Corder,  W.  G.  Cross,  R.  L.  Gifford,  W.  S.  Glyn- 
Jones,  J.  F.  Harrington,  J.  Harrison,  Walter  Hills,  C.  J. 
Park,  R.  A.  Robinson,  A.  L.  Savory,  A.  Southall,  J.  Taylor, 
A.  C.  Wootton,  and  J.  R.  Young. 

A  notable  addition  to  the  Council-chamber  since  the  last 
meeting  is  the  Robbins  mortar,  which  now  stands  on  a 
handsome  pedestal  in  the  bay  window.  A  descriptive  card 
is  placed  inside. 

The  President  announced  that  letters  of  apology  for 
absence  had  been  received  from  Dr.  Symes  and  Mr.  Storrar. 

Restorations  and  Elections. 

Three  chemists  were  restored  to  the  register  on  making  the 
necessary  declaration  and  paying  the  fine.  Several  members 
were  restored  to  the  Society,  and  a  batch  of  student- 
associates  and  members  elected. 

Benevolence. 

The  report  of  the  Benevolent  Fund  Committee  was  taken 
in  committee,  after  which 

The  Vice-President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the 
report,  said  there  were  a  large  number  of  cases  before  the 
committee,  some  being  particularly  necessitous.  The  fund 
was  still  considerably  to  the  bad  in  money,  but  he  hoped 
that  those  who  customarily  subscribe  would  send  as  much  as 
usual,  and  that  those  who  hitherto  have  not  subscribed  will 
begin  at  once.  If  only  new  subscribers  would  come  in,  the 
difficulty  of  want  ot  money  would  vanish. 

The  Treasurer,  in  seconding  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
made  a  New  Year  appeal.  The  income  of  the  fund  must 
either  increase  or  the  grants  must  be  diminished.  A 
thousand  a  year  is  paid  out  in  casual  grants.  The  cases 
before  the  committee  were  so  urgent  and  needy  that  even 
with  the  consideration  of  the  adverse  bank-balance  they 
could  not  be  refused.  The  fund  wants  money  very  badly, 
not  so  much  in  donations,  although  he  would  not  like  it  to 
be  taken  that  donations  were  not  welcome  at  any  time,  but 
in  annual  subscribers.  If  those  chemists  who  never  sub- 
scribe would  send  5s.  each  the  difficulties  in  administering 
the  fund  would  vanish.  He  (the  Treasurer)  hoped  that 
Divisional  Secretaries  would  regard  this  matter  as  one  of 
pressing  need,  as  there  was  just  a  danger  that  the  chaDged 
method  of  collecting  might  diminish  interest  in  the  fund. 
At  local  societies'  meetings  attention  might  be  directed  to 
the  claims  of  this  valuable  fund. 


Mr.  Cooper  suggested  that  the  Benevolent  Fund  dinner 
might  be  held  oftener  than  once  in  ten  years.  He  had 
obtained  promises  to  support  the  fund  froth  wholesale 
houses,  and  was  sure  a  large  sum  could  be  collected. 

The  President  regretted  to  hear  the  pessimistic  tones  of 
the  last  speakers.  It  did  not  portend  a  happy  year.  Dona- 
tions could  only  be  invested,  and  at  a  comparatively  low 
rate  of  interest,  hence  the  need  of  more  annual  subscribers. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Finance.       ,  ..  '  •  . 

The  Treasurer  was  authorised  by  resolution  to  pay  the 
annuitants  at  the  usual  quarter-days  during  the  year. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  then  read.  It 
showed  the  following  balances  : — 

£    s.  (1. 

General  Fund  account   2,230  10  11 

Benevolent  Fund  (adverse  117/.  17s.  3</.) 

Donation  account    277    1  0 

Orphan  Fund  account   6L    4  3 

Submitted  for  payment  from  the  General  Fund  account, 
1.341/.  7.".  Id.  ;  from  the  Benevolent  Fund  Donation  account, 
157/.  Is.  6d.    A  summary  of  the  payments  is  as  follows  : — 

Current  expenses   600    0  0 

Journal   4b I  lb  11 

Salaries    77  18  4 

Sundries   181  11  10 

The  President  explainel  that  the  comparatively  large 
balance  was  due  to  the  money  received  for  examination-fees 
from  which  payments  would  have  to  be  made  for  the 
expenses  of  the  examinations.  The  sum  of  157/.  7.<.  6.1.  from 
the  Donation  account  was  for  road-making  at  the  Shortlands 
property,  which  was  charged  to  capital  account.  The  Presi- 
dent further  explained  to  the  Treasurer  that  it  was  an 
expense  which  was  foreshadowed  when  the  property  was 
bought. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Library  Report 

was  next  read.  The  opening  paragraphs  referred  to  the 
attendances  at  the  libraries  and  museums  and  administration 
matters.  The  Curator  was  authorised  to  purchase  one  gross 
of  glass-topped  boxes  and  to  obtain  duplicate  specimens  of 
opium — one  for  the  museum  and  the  other  for  lending. 
Professor  Wynne  was  requested  to  select  a  demonstrator  to 
replace  the  one  who  had  resigned.  The  committee  con- 
sidered a  letter  remitted  from  the  Council  and  having 
reference  to  an  inquiry  respecting  the  conduct  of  examina- 
tions in  Barbados  for  the  British  qualification.  The 
Secretary  having  reported  that  he  had  had  an  interview  on 
the  subject  at  the  Colonial  Office  with  two  of  the  Under- 
Secretaries  of  State,  the  committee  instructed  the  Secretary 
to  reply  to  the  letter  in  the  terms  agreed  upon  at  the  above- 
mentioned  interview.  The  committee  had  sat  as  a  Research 
Committee,  and  received  the  reports  of  Professors  Greeni.-h 
and  Wynne  on  the  work  in  progress  in  the  Research 
Laboratories. 

The  President  then  proposed  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
when 

Mr.  Southall  asked  whom  the  opium  specimens  were  to  be 
lent  to. 

The  President  :  The  opium  is  for  lecture-purposes. 

Mr.  Harrison  asked  what  were  the  terms  of  the  reply 
to  the  Colonial  Office  was  about  examinations  in  Barbados. 

After  a  consultation  in  committee  the  reply  was  read  from 
the  letter-book.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  it  is  not  practic- 
able to  conduct  examinations  in  Barbados  for  the  pharma- 
ceutical qualification.  The  requirements  of  the  Pharmacy 
Act  necessitate  an  amount  of  practical  work  which  requires 
specially  equipped  laboratories,  and  cmnot  be  conductedby 
papers  like  an  Arts  examination.  The  suggestion  was  further 
made  that  the  medical  assessors  under  the  Barbados  Pharmacy 
Act,  1894,  might  arrange  for  a  pharmacy  board  to  examine 
candidates  for  a  pharmaceutical  qualification. 

Mr.  Robinson  :  An  excellent  reply.  We  are  abundantly 
justified  in  letting  a  committee  consider  the  communication. 
It  will  be  a  useful  precedent  when  any  other  colony  asks  us 
a  .similar  question. 

The  report  was  adopted. 
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Bell  Scholar  Success. 

The  President  referred  to  the  fact  that  the  name  of 
Mr.  George  Senter,  B.Sc.,  and  a  former  Bell  scholar,  appears 
in  connection  with  a  thesis  read  before  the  Royal  Society. 

[Mr.  Senter  was  associated  with  Dr.  Travers  in  low- 
temperature  research.  The  paper,  which  is  published  in  the 
Proceedings  nftlie  Royal  Society,  is  entitled,  "Measurement 
of  Tempera!  ure:  I.  Pressure  Co-efficient  of  Hydrogen  and 
Helium  ;  II.  Vapour-pressure  of  Liquid  Oxygen  at  a  Tempera- 
ture below  its  Boiling-point ;  III.  Vapour-pressure  of  Liquid 
Hydrogen  at  a  Temperature  below  its  Boiling-point."] 

A  certificate  of  the  University  of  Malta  was  accepted  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Examiners. 

The  Redwood  Scholarship. 

Mr.  Carteighe  said  that  some  time  ago  his  attention  was 
directed  to  the  lack  of  applicants  for  the  Redwood  scholar- 
ship. As  the  Council  were  aware,  the  scholarship  was  founded 
with  the  money — about  400/. — raised  at  the  retirement  of 
the  late  Dr.  Redwood.  At  first  the  glamour  of  Redwood's 
name  seemed  to  attract  students,  but  latterly  the  small  sum 
which  went  with  the  scholarship — 17/. — -was  not  sufficiently 
tempting  to  Major  men.  He  (the  speaker)  recognised 
that  the  scholarship  was  an  important  stepping-stone  for  the 
good  of  pharmacy.  To  be  able  to  spend  a  year  in  learning 
the  methods  of  investigation  gives  a  student  an  opportunity 
of  examining  some  of  the  more  important  pharmaceutical 
p'  oblems.  It  had  been  patent  to  him  (Mr.  Carteighe)  for 
some  time  that  unless  some  efforts  were  made  to  resuscitate 
the  scholarship  the  advantages  which  such  a  course  of  study 
presented  would  be  lost,  and  the  benefits  of  the  Butt  Scholar- 
ship in  a  measure  frustrated.  It  was  important  that  a 
student  should  not  begin  investigation  without  acquiring  the 
necessary  method  by  preliminary  training.  That  being  so 
Mr.  Carte;ghe  said  he  had  been  doing  a  little  quiet  cadging,  as 
he  did  not  feel  justified  in  making  a  public  appeal  at  a  time 
when  there  are  so  many  calls  on  the  trade.  The  amount  origin- 
ally raised  was  not  a  measure  of  the  appreciation  with  which 
Redwood  was  held,  but  was  a  good  representation  of  the 
class  of  men  appealed  to.  He  had  trie!  to  increase  the 
capital  of  the  fund  so  that  it  would  yield  60/.  a  year,  and 
althovgh  the  first  two  applications  were  happy  ones  he  could 
not  get  very  far  in  that  direction,  and  had  to  take  a  more 
modest  view.  When  the  money  was  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer 
he  (Mr.  Carteighe)  would  suggest  that  it  be  invested  and 
the  scholarship  awarded  every  two  years.  In  that  way  they 
would  be  able  to  get  a  fair  sum  to  award  in  perpetuation  of 
Redwood's  memory,  and,  he  thought,  a  good  number  of 
applicants.  The  matter  was  only  brought  before  the  Council 
as  a  preliminary  statement,  so  that  any  differences  of  opinion 
might  be  adjusted  before  a  motion  was  brought  forward. 
The  trust-deed  would  need  altering,  but,  in  consultation 
with  the  solicitor,  he  (the  speaker)  found  that  thei'e  would 
not  be  much  difficulty.  It  happened  that  he  (Mr.  Carteighe) 
was  Chairman  of  the  Redwood  Committee,  and  his  name 
appeared  on  the  trust-deed  as  President  of  the  Society.  Iu 
the  event  of  there  being  no  applications  for  the  scholarship 
it  was  proposed  to  give  the  Council  latitude  to  award  a 
larger  amount  at  another  time.  For  instance,  they  might 
award  90/.  instead  of  60/.  if  the  accumulated  funds  permitted. 
The  present  deed  was  rather  tightly  drawn.    The  list  of 


donors  was  as  follows  : — 

£ 

Messrs.  P.  Baden  Benger  and  Standen  Paine...  100 

Mr.  Michael  Carteighe    100 

Mr.  Stephen  Darby    100 

Mr.  J.  H.  Hugill    50 

Mr.  A.  Southall    25 

Mr.  Hermann  Woolley    100 


(Hear,  hear.)  It  was  not  proposed  to  make  a  public  appeal, 
but  from  anyone  who  desires  to  interest  himself  in  the 
movement  he  (Mr.  Carteighe)  would  be  pleased  to  receive 
25/.,  50/.,  or  100/.  to  add  to  the  fund.  At  present,  with  un- 
appropriated money,  the  amount  stood  at  623/.  [Mr. 
Southall's  donation  was  only  announced  at  a  later  stage  of 
the  proceedings,  and  would  make  the  amount  648/.],  which 
it  was  proposed  should  be  invested  in  Great  Indian 
Peninsular  annuities  like  the  rest  of  the  fund.  An  addi- 
tional 100/.  would  mean  4/.  a  year  more  for  the  scholarship. 
At  the  proper  time  he  had  no  doubt  the  Council  would 


record  a  vote  of  thanks  to  those  friends  who  had  assisted 
him  in  his  contributions.    (Hear,  hear.) 

Mr.  Robinson  said  every  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
Society  was  indebted  to  Mr.  Carteighe  for  the  service  he 
had  rendered.  (Hear,  hear.)  Nobody  could  have  done  the 
work  so  well — [Mr.  Young  :  Nobody  else  could  have  done  it 
at  all] — and  no  doubt  the  Society  will  be  only  too  pleased 
to  record  its  thanks  to  Mr.  Carteighe  and  the  other  donors 
to  the  fund. 

Mr.  Wootton  suggested  that  the  opportunity  should  be 
taken  to  make  the  Burroughs  scholarship  a  biennial  one.  It 
was  similar  in  scope  to  the  Redwood  scholarship,  although 
not  quite  such  a  limited  amount.  The  Burroughs  scholar- 
ship could  be  made  to  alternate  with  the  Redwood  scholar- 
ship. 

Mr.  Carteighe  said  that  adjustment  had  been  in  his 
mind,  but  he  thought  it  would  complicate  the  matter  to 
bring  it  forward.  The  process  adopted  in  the  Redwood 
scholarship  might  show  the  desirability  of  assisting  the 
Burroughs  scholarship. 

The  President  said  the  scheme  showed  how  much  Mr. 
Carteighe  reverenced  the  memory  of  Professor  Redwood,  and 
when  the  time  came  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  Council 
would  accord  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  all  the  donors  to 
the  fund. 

This  ended  the  public  business. 


THE  LECTURE-THEATRE.  • 

We  took  the  opportunity  of  our  visit  to  Bloomsbury  Square  to 
inspect  the  improvements  which  have  been  made  in  the  lecture- 
theatre  during  the  winter  vacation.  The  old  furnace  has  been 
removed  and  a  low-pressure  hot-water  heating  system  introduced, 
the  coke  furnace  for  heating  the  water  being  to  the  right  of  the 
old  wall-sink  in  the  side  theatre.  The  pipes  are  arranged  in  sec- 
tions which  can  be  used  separately,  two  sets  of  radiators  being 
provided  :  one  stands  in  place  of  the  old  stove  in  front  of  the 
lecture-table,  and  the  other  facing  it  against  the  wall  beneath 
the  prizemen  records.  Pipes  run  up  each  side  of  the 
theatre  beneath  the  benches  and  also  in  the  roof  beneath 
the  skylights.  At  the  time  of  our  visit  the  smell  of  paint 
was  rather  pronounced  and  the  weather  mild,  but  there  is 
no  difficulty,  Dr.  Palmer  Wynne  told  us,  in  getting  up 
a  baking-heat.  The  new  lecture-table  has  all  the  modern  improve- 
ments. It  has  a  sink,  which  can  be  covered,  and  is  fitted  at  the 
back  with  cupboards  and  lead-lined  shelves.  The  ends  extend 
when  it  is  desired  to  lengthen  the  table.  The  new  blackboards 
rather  belie  their  names,  as  they  consist  of  three  large  sheets  of 
black  ground  glass  in  frames.  The  surface  is  excellent  for  writing 
on  with  chalks,  and  when  it  becomes  filled  up  with  chalk  a  little 
dilute  acid  restores  it  to  its  pristine  beauty.  A  shelf  at  the 
bottom  catches  the  chalk-dust,  and  there  is  a  duster-drawer. 
Above  the  blackboards  are  diagram-frames,  which  are  readily 
manipulated  by  pulleys.  The  lecture-table  does  not  take  up  so 
much  as  the  old  one,  so  that  there  is  a  bigger  space  between  the 
benches  and  the  table,  which  is  now  covered  with  a  tesselated 
linoleum.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  improvements  will  attract 
more  members  to  the  evening-meetings;  the  old  theatre  was  far 
from  inviting  on  cold  winter  nights. 


East  3nMan  IRews. 


A  Commercial  Dinner. — With  the  object  of  bringing 
together  the  m  my  business  interests  in  the  East,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  hold  a  subscription  dinner  in  Calcutta  during 
January  next  for  travelling  agents  and  representatives  of 
home  commercial  firms. 

The  Late  Dh  Ferris. — It  is  proposed  that  a  memorial 
should  be  set,  on  foot  with  a  view  to  commemorating  the 
long  and  meritorious  life  of  Dr.  G.  R.  Ferris,  whose  death  was 
reported  in  our  issue  of  December  27,  and  who  was  connected 
for  many  years  with  Messrs.  Scott,  Thomson  &  Co.,  chemists 
and  druggists,  Calcutta. 

The  Doctor  to  the  Rescue. — According  to  the  Daily 
Mail  special  co- lv.-pondcnt  at  Delhi,  a  desperate  attack  was 
made  on  the  jrwel-room  by  a  party  of  Pathans  at  the  Aits 
Exhibition  open-  '1  by  Lord  Curzon  just  before  the  Durbar. 
The  attack  fait  d  owing  to  the  unexptcted  presence  of  Dr. 
Watt,  a  i'ew'po  ce,  and  some  jewellers'  representatives. 
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Xeoal  IReports. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Mercury  and  Mercurial  Ointments. 

At  the  Tanaworth  Borough  Police  Court  on  December  31, 
Thomas  Boulton  Atkins,  trading  as  a  chemist  at  Market 
Street,  Tamworth,  was  summoned  for  selling  mercury-oint- 
ment 67  per  cent,  deficient  in  mercury.  Mr.  Harold  Von 
Tromp,  County  Council  Inspector,  proved  the  purchase.  Mr. 
J.  Matthews,  for  the  defence,  submitted  that  there  was 
no  statute  which  enacted  ;that  the  strength  of  such 
articles  when  sold  to  the  public  should  be  that  prescribed  by 
the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  which  was  merely  a  standard 
between  chemists  and  members  of  the  medical  profession. 
The  defendant  said  he  kept  mercury-ointment  in  two 
strengths.  The  Inspector's  assistant  asked  for  4  oz.  of 
"  mercurial "  ointment,  for  which  he  paid  6:1 ,  and  he  was 
supplied  with  the  mild  ointment.  The  indiscriminate  sale 
of  mercury-ointment  of  Pharmacopoeia-strength  would  be 
dangerous  to  the  public.  The  Bench  dismissed  the  charge 
on  the  "  mercurial "  point,  but  agreed  to  state  a  case. 

THE  TOTTERIES  CASES. 

We  briefly  reported  last  week  the  further  hearing  on  Decem- 
ber 31,  at  Longton,  by  Mr.  Harold  Wright,  of  the  summonses 
against  Geo.  Fisher,  of  Wigton,  Cumberland,  and  late  of 
Uttoxeter  Road,  Longton,  and  Ernest  Sallbridge,  his 
assistant,  for  selling  mercury-ointment  deficient  to  the  extent 
of  59  per  cent.,  and  other  persons  for  similar  offences, 
namely,  Jane  Mercer,  High  Street,  Longton,  33  per  cent.  ; 
Boots  (Limited),  Church  Street,  Stoke-on-Trent,  and  Ernest 
Sant,  their  manager,  21  per  cent. ;  Robert  Home  Feather- 
stone,  Market  Squire,  Tuustall,  61  per  cent.;  Samuel 
Chambers  McKee,  High  Street,  Tunstall,  63  per  cent. ; 
Leonard  Wm.  Piggin,  High  Street,  Tunstall,  77  per  cent.  ; 
Thos.  Leicester,  Burslem,  and  Percy  Harris,  his  assistant, 
49  per  cent.  ;  Arthur  Percival  Tiley,  Burslem,  82  per  cent. ; 
and  Albert  Fernley,  Newcastle  Street,  Burslem,  66  per  ceDt. 

Referring  to  the  case  of  Thos.  Leicester,  in  regard  to 
labelling  (the  box  being  wrapped  in  white  paper,  as  chemists 
are  in  the  habit  of  doing),  Mr.  Knight,  for  the  prosecution, 
contended  that  the  label  was  not  a  sufficient  notification  to 
the  purchaser.  There  were  some  thirteen  or  fourteen  cases 
decided  upon  this  label  question,  and  in  all  of  them,  excepting 
Jones  i'.  Jones,  it  had  been  found  as  a  fact  that  there  was  a  large 
label  upon  the  premises,  aDd  that  the  purchaser's  attention 
was  called  to  the  fact  that  what  was  being  sold  was  mixed 
before  he  completed  his  bargain.  Mr.  Knight  quoted 
decisions  to  show  that  a  notice  underneath  the  opaque 
wrapper  was  insufficient,  as  it  was  obscured.  He  also 
argued  that  where  a  particular  article  was  asked  for  under  a 
Pharmacopoeia  name  it  was  bound  to  be  supplied  under 
Section  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  and  this  label  would  not 
protect  the  seller. 

The  Stipendiary  raised  the  point  whether  the  seller  had 
no  power  to  alter  it. 

Mr.  Knight  replied  that  he  might  sell  as  a  vermicide  any 
preparation  he  chose,  but  so  loDg  as  he  stuck  to  the  Pharma- 
copueia  name  so  long  must  he  sell  an  article  according  to  the 
formulary  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  and  no  label  could  save 
him. 

Mr.  Kirby  (Neve,  Beck  &  Kirby,  for  the  CD. A.),  in  reply, 
pointed  out  that  under  Section  6  of  the  1875  Act,  if  relying 
on  any  notice  or  label,  the  seller  must  bring  home  to  the 
purchaser's  mind  that  he  was  getting  something  different 
from  what  he  asked  for.  Under  Section  8  the  seller  gave 
the  purchaser  a  label,  and  he  had  the  opportunity  of 
reading  it. 

The  Stipendiary:  Even  if  he  has  been  prejudiced  the 
label  protects  him  ;  that  is  the  point  under  Section  8. 

Mr.  Kirby :  Yes.  Mr.  Kirby  went  on  to  contend  that 
Jones  v.  Jones  decided  that  the  wrapping  of  something  in 
an  opaque  paper,  which  hid  the  label,  did  not  necessarily 
take  the  case  out  of  Section  8. 

The  Stipendiary  observed  that  in  the  case  of  Jones  r. 
Jones  there  was  a  label  exposed  to  the  eye,  and  anybody 
using  ordinary  reasonable  eyesight  could  have  seen  the 
label.    It  was  merely  taken  off  the  counter  and  put  into  a 


piece  of  opaque  paper.  Here  was  a  case  in  which  the  pur- 
chaser had  no  opportunity  of  seeing  the  label.  The  article 
was  put  in  a  box,  and  the  label  covered  before  the  purchaser 
got  hold  of  it.  That  was  what  the  defence  had  gut  to  get 
over. 

Mr.  Kirby  then  contended  that  it  was  a  matter  of  common 
knowledge  that  the  chemLt  always  wrapped  his  articles  up 
in  paper. 

The  Stipendiary  said  he  would  reserve  judgment. 

In  the  case  of  McKee  it  was  argued  by  Mr.  Kirby  that  the 
"ordinary"  ointment  was  sold,  and  this,  he  said,  was  the 
diluted,  whereupon  the  Magistrate  said  the  commercial 
standard  was  48  per  cent,  (i.e.,  the  B.P.  standard).  Mr. 
Kirby  replied  that  the  sale  of  a  weaker  ointment  than  the 
B.P.  one  was  less  common  than  that  called  "ordinary  or 
commercial." 

In  Featherstone  s  case  it  was  proved  for  the  prosecution 
that,  although  the  purchase  was  got  n  t.vo  boxes,  it  came 
from  one  bulk.  Mr.  Kirby  contended  that  the  two  boxfuls 
should  have  been  mixed  before  dividing  into  three  parts  and 
Mr.  Knight  replied  that  the  seller  had  nut  been  prejudiced. 

This  closed  the  cases  begun  at  Tunstall,  and  the  others 
were  then  proceeded  with.  The  case  against  Peicy  Harris 
was  withdrawn,  the  prosecution  relying  upon  the  proceedings 
against  Mr.  Leicester. 

The  case  against  Boots  (Limited)  and  Ernest  Sant  was 
then  gone  into.  Halliwell  spoke  to  the  purchase  from  Sant, 
who,  when  witness,  in  reply  to  a  question,  said  he  did  not 
know  which  kind  he  wanted,  said  he  (Sant)  would  give 
witness  the  strong  ointment,  and  he  could  dilute  it  with  lard 
if  it  was  the  other  kind  he  wanted.  Mr.  Kirby  called  Sant, 
who  stated  that  when  he  sold  the  ointment  he  believed  it  to 
be  the  B.P.  article.  He  got  it  from  the  "  strong-ointment '? 
pot.  The  business  had  been  taken  over  from  a  previous 
chemist,  and  he  (Sant)  had  never  had  an  opportunity  of 
ordering  this  ointment  from  his  firm.  The  case  was  with- 
drawn, as  were  also  those  against  Fisher,  upon  which  nothing' 
was  said,  and  against  Sallbridge,  another  assistant. 

In  the  case  against  Jane  Mercer,  Mr.  Kirby  contended  that 
the  ointment  had  evidently  been  made  up  to  the  "Lock 
Hospital"  standard,  which  contained  32  per  cent.,  while  this 
sample  contained  31. 

In  the  ca=e  of  Tiley  it  was  shown  that  the  sample  was 
labelled  "  Diluted  mercurial  ointment,"  but  it  was  sold 
wrapped  up,  and  the  purchaser  did  not  see  the  label  on  it  at 
the  time  of  the  purchase.  Robert  Irwin,  the  as.-istant,  said 
he  wrote  the  label  on  the  counter,  and  thought  the  purchaser 
saw  what  he  was  doing. 

In  the  case  of  Fernley  it  was  shown  that  Mr.  Fernley  said 
he  could  not  serve  the  strong  ointment  without  a  doctor's 
prescription.  He  stated  this  when  Bennison  came  back  with 
the  box  open.  It  was  labelled  "  diluted,"  and  was  served 
unsealed. 

This  concluded  the  cases,  and  Mr.  Kirby  explained  that  a 
case  at  Brierley  Hill  was  depending  upon  Mr.  Wright's 
decision. 

The  Stipendiary  then  dismissed  the  case  against  Piggin, 
as  reported  last  week.  His  decision  in  the  rest  will  be  given 
on  Friday,  January  9,  at  Stoke. 

Orange-wine. 

At  the  Chester  Police  Court  on  January  2,  William  Henry 
Ankers,  Chester,  was  summoned  for  selling  orange  wine,  which 
contained  7  78  gr.  of  salicylic  acid  per  pint.  This  ingredient 
was  objectionable,  according  to  the  prosecution,  as  it  de- 
pressed the  heart's  action  and  interfered  with  the  digestive 
organs,  besides  enabling  the  manufacturer  to  use  unsound 
fruit.  For  the  defence  it  was  stated  that  the  defendant  had 
done  his  best  to  purchase  an  article  of  the  purest  possible 
nature,  and  he  personally  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  adulteration.  The  Bench  believed  the  latter  statement, 
but  said  the  public  must  be  protected,  and  fined  defendant 
5L  and  costs. 

Refusing  to  Sell. 
At  Southwark,  before  Mr.  Baggallay,  Samuel  Edwin  Duck 
was  summoned  for  refusing  to  sell  a  bottle  of  orange  wine  to 
a  Food  and  Drugs  inspector.  Defendant  carried  on  a  grocer's 
business,  and  the  inspector  saw  a  bottle  in  the  window 
labelled  "  Orange,  Unfermented  Fruit-wines  and  Cordials." 
He  asked  for  a  bottle,  and  the  defendant  replied  that  he  did 
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not  keep  any.  When  told  there  was  one  in  the  window  he 
saiLthat  contained  dirty  water,  and  that  he  would  not  sell 
it  for  20/. 

Mr.  Sydney,  who  defended,  said  the  bottle  was  not  ex- 
posed for  sale. 

Mr.  Baggallay  :  What  was  it  there  for  1 

Mr.  Sydney  :  Show,  just  the  same  as  the  large  coloured 
bottles  in  chemists'  shops. 

Mr.  Baggallay  :  But  they  are  not  labelled  like  this. 

Mr.  Sydney :  In  licensed  houses  in  low  neighbourhoods 
bottles  which  appear  to  contain  brandy  and  other  spirits  are 
on  show,  but  they  contain  water  only,  otherwise  some  of  the 
customers  might  help  themselves.  In  bakers'  shops  there 
are  often  "  cakes"  in  the  window  which  are  dummies. 

Mr.  Baggallay:  Yes,  and  if  an  inspector  asks  to  purchase 
one  why  shouldn't  he  have  it  1  Can  you  prove  that  this  is 
not  orange  wine  ? 

Mr.  -Sydney  :  Not  unless  the  bottle  is  opened  and  the  stuff 
tasted. 

The  Magistrate  ordered  the  officer  to  taste  it.  He  said  it 
tasted  like  "  strong  lemon,"  but  the  prosecuting  solicitor,  who 
also  tasted,  said  it  was  very  much  like  sweetened  orange 
bitters.  The  defendant  said  the  bottle  was  in  the  window 
when  his  wife  purchased  the  business  last  July.  That  and 
a  bottle  labelled  "  Ginger,"  which  was  also  in  the  window, 
were  the  only  fruit-wines  he  had  on  the  premises. 

Mr.  Baggallay  said  the  bottle  was  exposed  in  the  window, 
and  the  defendant  should  have  sold  it  to  the  inspector.  He 
could  have  added  the  explanation  that  it  was  for  show  only. 
The  defendant  was  fined  20.?.  and  Us.  costs. 

Camphorated  Oil. 

At  the  Clerkenwell  Police  Court  on  January  7,  Mr.  J.  S. 
Simcocks,  chemist  and  druggist,  Goswell  Road,  E.C.,  was 
summoned  in  respect  to  the  sale  at  his  branch  shop  of 
camphorated  oil  which  the  public  analyst  reported  to  be 
deficient  in  camphor  to  the  extent  of  65  per  cent.  The 
charge  was  not  disputed,  and  Mr.  Kirby  explained  that  the 
man  who  made  the  oil  had  dissolved  the  camphor  by  the 
heat  of  a  water-bath.  A  fine  of  1/.,  with  22s.  6i.  costs,  was 
imposed. 

Dentists  Act. 

A  Surprising  Decision. 
At  West  London  Police  Court  on  January  2,  Mr.  Lawson 
Whitlock,  practising  as  a  dentist  at  531  Fulham  Road,  S.W., 
was  summoned  for  unlawfully  taking  or  using  an  addition 
•or  description — viz.,  R. D.S.Eng.,  surgeon-dentist — without 
being  registered  under  the  Dentists  Act,  1878,  or  being  a 
legally  qualified  medical  practitioner.  Mr.  R.  W.  Turner, 
on  behalf  of  the  British  Dental  Association,  supported  the 
summons,  and  the  defendant  was  represented  by  Mr.  Stuart 
Bevan.  It  appeared  that  Mr.  C.  R.  Stent,  a  registered  dentist, 
formerly  practised  at  the  above  address,  and  at  his  death 
the  defendant,  who  had  come  from  Australia,  purchased  the 
practice.  Evidence  was  given  to.  the  effect  that  outside 
ti  e  house  were  a  black  slate  bearing  the  words,  '•  C.  R.  Stent, 
R  D.S.Eng.,  surgeon-dentist";  a  white  slab  with  the  words, 
"  Mr.  W.  Lawson  Whitlock,  10  to  5,"  on  it ;  and  a  brass  plate 
inscribed,  "Mr.  C.  R.  Stent,  R. D.S.Eng.,  surgeon-dentist." 
Mr.  Turner  contended  that  the  defendant,  by  allowing  such 
lettering  to  remain  outside  his  house  was  illegally  using  the 
qualifications  of  a  deceased  dentist  in  order  to  "cover"  the 
disadvantages  arising  from  his  own  disqualifications. 

The  Magistrate  (Mr.  Rose)  observed  that  he  had  perused 
'the  Act,  and  was  surprised  to  find  that  there  was  no  straight- 
forward attempt  to  debar  an  unqualified  man  from  acting  as 
,  a  dentist. 

Mr.  Turner :  That  is  so.  Any  person  can  maul  about 
people's  teeth  to  his  heart's  content — (laughter) — but  under 
the  recently  passed  Midwives  Act— — 

Mr.  Rose  (interposing)  :  We  are  rather  getting  away  from 
teeth  now.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Turner  :  Well,  sir,  under  the  Midwives  Act  it  is  decreed 
that  ten  years  hence  all  midwives  must  be  registered,  so  the 
■  future  gent  ration  will  be  protected. 

Mr.  Bevan  submitted  that  no  case  had  been  made  out. 
His  client,  a  registered  practitioner  in  New  South  Wales,  had 
'  certainly  not  appended  any  letters  to  his  name,  and  therefore 
'  had  committed  no  offence. 


The  Magistrate  upheld  the  defence.  Whatever  the  Act 
might  intend,  the  wording  was  quite  clear,  and  throughout 
the  section  in  question  the  words  were,  "  If  he  takes  or  uses 
any  description,"  &c.  In  this  case  it  was  not  contended  for  the 
prosecution  that  the  defendant  applied  the  description  to 
himself,  and  the  summons  must  fail.  He  dismissed  the  ca  se 
but  expressed  his  willingness  to  state  a  case  if  required. 

Mr.  Bevan  intimated  that,  now  that  the  summons  was 
dismissed,  his  client  was  willing  to  add  the  words,  "  Successor 
to  Mr.  Stent,  formerly  R.D.S.Eng.,"  to  his  own  name. 

The  Magistrate  remarked  that  probably  the  Association 
would  be  content  with  that  undertaking,  and  they  would  be 
well  advised,  in  his  opinion,  to  refrain  from  carrying  the  case 
further. 


Medical  Acts. 

A  Roumanian  Doctor  Fined. 

At  Nottingham  on  December  31,  Morris  Martin,  291  St. 
Ann's  Well  Road,  Nottingham,  was  summoned  at  the  instance 
of  the  Medical  Defence  Union  (Limited)  for  using  the  title 
"  Dr."  or  "Doctor"  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Medical 
Acts.  For  the  prosecution  it  was  stated  defendant  had 
carried  on  a  practice  since  July  last  at  291  St.  Ann's  Well 
Road.  Up  to  the  end  of  August  he  exhibited  upon  the 
windows  of  the  premises  the  words  :  "  Dr.  Martin,  surgery," 
whilst  on  the  door  were  the  words  :  "  Dr.  Martin  ;  night  calls 
at  any  hour."  Some  time  in  September  the  notice  was 
altered  to  "  Dr.  Martin  (of  Kive),  surgery."  Defendant  held 
Roumanian  medical  degrees,  but  he  was  warned  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Union  that  it  was  absolutely  impossible  to 
be  registered  in  England  on  account  of  these.  The  solicitor 
for  the  prosecution  handed  in  a  handbill  circulated  by  the 
defendant  in  which  he  described  himself  as  "  Dr.  Martin,  the 
famous  specialist  for  skin  diseases  and  internal  complaints." 

Evidence  in  support  of  this  statement  was  given  by  several 
patients  who  consulted  defendant. 

Mr.  Young  for  the  defendant,  stated  that  his  client, 
although  not  registered  in  England,  was  a  qualified  medical 
man,  and  in  the  late  South  African  war  was  actually  com- 
mandeered by  the  Boers  to  serve  as  a  doctor.  In  Algeria, 
too,  he  had  practised.  Now  he  was  a  stranger  in  a  foreign 
land,  and  was  comparatively  poor,  his  takings  in  Nottingham 
having  been  barely  sufficient  to  pay  his  rent. 

A  fine  of  5?.,  including  costs,  was  imposed. 


High  Court  Cases. 

The  Willow-bark  Action. 

Evidence  was  led  before  Lord  Kyllachy  in  the  Court  of 
Session,  Edinburgh,  on  January  6,  in  the  action  by 
L.  Schiltz  &  Co.,  willow-growers  and  exporters,  Antwerp, 
against  J.  F.  Macfarlan  &;  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists, 
Edinburgh,  for  238?.  12;.,  payment  of  75  tons  of  red  scorce 
willow-peelings,  which  they  consigned  to  them  at  60.v.  per 
ton. 

William  Rolantz,  partner  of  Schiltz  &  Co.,  said  his  firm 
first  supplied  willow-peelings  to  the  defenders  in  1899. 
The  order  was  for  £0  tons  at  50.*.  a  ton.  The  defenders 
stipulated  that  the  peelings  must  contain  2  per  cent,  of 
salicin.  That  was  an  unusual  condition,  but  they  agreed  to  it. 
The  defenders  accepted  that  consignment  without  objection. 
The  peelings  were  the  same  as  those  sent  in  July  last. 
Defenders  again  wrote  in  1900  for  a  supply  of  that  year's 
crop.  They  could  not  supply  them,  and  on  their  advice  they 
entered  into  a  contract  for  the  1902  crop— viz.,  75  tons  at 
60s.  per  ton.  "  Scorce,"  or  "  schors,"  was  the  French  word 
for  bark  or  peeling.  The  willows  for  the  1902  crop  were 
cut  in  October.  November,  and  December,  1901,  and  peeled 
in  May  and  June  following.  His  firm  got  25  tons  from 
Noens  and  10  tons  each  from  Pellaetz  and  Rosier,  willow- 
growers,  near  Antwerp,  at  50f.  per  ton  besides  freight,  and 
he  and  Mr.  Schiltz  saw  the  peelings  on  the  quay  at 
Antwerp,  and  they  were  satisfied  with  them  as  red-scorce 
peelings  of  good  quality.  They  could  tell  what  kind  of 
peelings  they  were  when  they  looked  at  them.  The  red 
looked  about  the  same  as  the  wada  peelings  except  that  the 
leaf  was  broader,  and  if  the  red  willow  was  put  in  one's 
mouth  it  had  a  bitter  taste.    The  remaining  30  tons  came 
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from  Hingene,  their  own  |basket-factory.  It  was  only  after 
all  the  three  consignments  had  been  sent  away  that  the 
defenders  wrote  saying  the  peelings  were  not  conform  to 
contract,  and  that  they  were  useless  to  them.  His  firm 
replied  that  the  peelings  sent  were  in  the  best  condition, 
and  the  only  peelings  known  in  Belgium  as  red  peelings,  but 
to  avoid  trouble  and  expense  they  offered  a  rebate.  The 
defenders  forced  them  to  take  legal  steps.  His  firm  sold 
1901  crop  to  Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  Edinburgh.  In 
August  the  defenders  sent  a  sample  of  the  peelings,  which 
they  (plaintiffs)  had  analysed  and  found  them  to  be  very 
good  willow-peelings.  Witness  brought  a  part  of  the  bundle 
with  him  from  Antwerp. 

Lord  Kyllachy  refused  to  allow  this  bundle  to  be  produced 
on  the  ground  that  the  conditions  of  the  Act  of  Sederunt, 
giving  notice  of  its  production,  had  not  been  complied  with. 

Witness  stated  further  that  the  bark  was  analysed  by  Dr. 
Crispo,  Antwerp,  who  also  with  Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie  examined 
the  peelings  the  previous  day.  In  cross-examination,  witness 
said  ordinary  trade  peelings  do  not  contain  salicin.  The 
first  example  analysed  by  Dr.  Crispo  contained  3  06  and  the 
second  3  23  per  cent,  of  salicin.  If  there  was  anything  like 
from  30  to  70  per  cent,  of  peelings  which  were  not  redscorce 
they  would  not  be  of  much  use  for  the  manufacture  of 
salicin,  and  would  not  be  an  implement  of  their  contract. 

Dr.  Crispo  was  the  next  witness.  He  said  the  stuff 
supplied  was  known  as  red  willow-peelings.  It  was  of  good 
quality,  and  all  red  scorce,  except  three  of  the  bands  for 
tying  the  bundles,  which  were  white  willow.  He  analysed 
parts  of  the  bundle  of  peelings  sent  to  Messrs.  Macfarlan 
on  three  occasions,  and  got  3  06  percentage  of  salicin, 
3  23  per  cent.,  and  on  Monday  last  3  per  cent.  He  used  the 
polariscope  method  of  analysis.  In  cross-examination  witness 
said  "  wada  "  (Salix  viminalis)  is  much  grown  in  Belgium, 
and  yields  no  salicin.  No.  23  was  not  "wada."  Salix 
purpurea  has  red  and  brown  marks.  It  is  impossible  to 
distinguish  the  red  from  the  "  wada  "  by  the  flower  ;  it  could 
only  be  done  by  the  leaf.  The  "wada ''-leaf  is  longer  and 
indented.    The  red  is  egg-shaped  and  round  at  the  end. 

W.  Noens,  one  of  the  growers,  was  the  next  witness,  and 
said  all  the  peelings  he  saw  in  Edinburgh  the  day  before 
were  red.  "  Wada  "  peelings  are  used  as  manure,  or  are  sent 
to  gardeners  for  tying  vegetables.  Rensch,  a  second  kind, 
peeled  about  the  same  time  as  the  others,  and  the  peelings 
are  also  used  as  manure.  Then  there  is  the  third  kind,  or 
red  scorce. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  formerly  in  the 
employment  of  Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  manufacturers 
of  salicin,  deposed  to  examining  the  bark  in  November  and 
December  last  by  a  different  process  from  Dr.  Crispo's,  and  he 
obtained  an  average  of  2  273  percent,  of  salicin.  He  explained 
to  the  Court  that  the  amount  of  salicin  in  willow-bark  varies, 
even  in  samples  from  one  bundle,  and  that  there  may  be 
salicin  in  the  male  bark  when  there  is  none  in  the  female. 
In  cross-examination  he  would  not  admit  that  some  red 
scorce  bark  contains  no  salicin. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Drinkwater,  F.I.C.,  gave  corroborative  evidence, 
and  the  Court  adjourned  for  the  day. 

On  resuming  on  Wednesday  the  delivery  of  the  tark  was 
proved,  this  closing  pursuers'  evidence. 

For  the  defence,  Mr.  David  Brown,  F.R.S.E.,  F.T  C,  senior 
partner  of  Messrs.  J.  F.  Macfarlan  ic  Co.,  was  the  first  witness. 
He  said  he  had  made  a  special  study  of  willows  and  salicin. 
Salix  fragilis  is  red  scorce,  and  is  known  in  England  as  the 
crackled  willow.  He  had  visited  Belgium  in  1880  to  study 
this  subject,  and  the  kinds  of  willow  he  found  there  were 
Salix  fragilis  or  rood  scorce,  S.  viminalis  or  wada,  and 
S.  triandra  or  rens.  The  Flemish  name  of  S.  fragilis  is 
rood  scorce.  The  English  name  of  S.  viminalis  is  the  osier 
willow,  and  S.  triandra  is  known  in  England  as  the  Spanish 
willow.  Each  has  its  own  characteristics — all  different.  He 
did  not  find  S.  purpurea  much  grown  in  Belgium.  The 
growth  of  this  willow  is  much  slower  than  that  of  S  fragilis, 
and,  consequently.it  is  better  for  basket- making.  The  barks 
of  <S'.  viminzlis  and  S.  triandra  do  not  contain  salicin,  and 
the  largest  quantity  of  that  substance  is  obtained  from  the 
bark  of  S.  purpurea,  which  he  had  never  got  under  the  name 
of  rood  sorce  ;  in  fact,  it  cost  three  to  four  times  more.  His 
firm  began  to  manufacture  salicin  in  1876.  Witness  gave 
many  commercial  details  about  willow-bark,  stating  that 
300  tons  of  rood  scorce  is  exported  from  Belgium  yearly,  and 


he  explained  the  characteristics  of  various  willow-barks. 
Thus  the  surface  of  good  fresh  fragilis  bark,  has  a  bright 
fresh  appearance,  with  generally  a  reddy-brown  colour.  The 
inside  of  the  bark  is  of  a  whitish  colour,  and  the  buds  at  the 
points  are  depressed  or  thumb-marked,  and  the  points  turned 
upwards.  The  surface  of  the  matured  buds  is  quite  smooth  or 
polished,  and  not  hairy.  It  is  the  inner  bark  which  gives  the  sali- 
cin. His  evidence  was  then  directed  to  the  parcel  in  dispute. 
He  stated  that  when  the  first  consignment  was  delivered  it  was 
sampled  by  taking  a  handful  from  each  bundle,  putting  to- 
gether, and  assaying.  The  assay  took  six  days.  The  result  way 
unsatisfactory.  The  second  delivery  was  similarly  treated, 
and  the  assay  corroborated  the  first  conclusion.  The  same 
happened  with  the  third  lot.  Before  writing  to  pursuers 
he  personally  examined  the  bark,  and  found  bad  bark  in 
it  and  some  good.  The  best  was  on  the  outside.  Mr. 
Dott  assisted  him  in  the  examination.  He  drew  samples 
and  sent  them  to  pursuers,  and  offered  them  every  facility, 
as  he  was  as  anxious  as  they  to  have  the  matter  settled. 
Witness  was  examined  as  to  particular  bundles,  the  botanical 
originof  which  he  indicated.  Someof  the  bundles.were rubbish. 
On  October  31  he  took  over  100  bundles  from  the  stack,  and 
opened  and  examined  every  fourth  bundle.  S.  viminalis 
bark  was  spread  over  the  bundles  in  strands.  About  one- 
sixth  of  the  whole  was  foreign  material,  and  more  than 
50  per  cent,  was  of  no  use.  He  did  not  regard  a  consign- 
ment as  being  according  to  contract  if  it  contained  one-sixth 
of  S.  viminalis  and  other  elements. 

Witness  was  cross-examined  at  considerable  length.  First 
in  regard  to  the  three  groups  of  willows  which  Belgians  divide 
them  into,  according  to  their  utility  for  basket-making;  then 
he  maintained  that  he  had  found  only  S.  fragilis  in  rood 
scorce,  and  said  he  did  not  know  how  many  varieties  of  this 
sjoecies  there  are.  He  expected  to  get  the  fragilis  bark  and 
nothing  else  when  he  gave  the  order,  and  that  it  should  yield 
about  2|-  per  cent,  of  salicm,  which  was  the  average.  He 
stipulated  in  the  1901  order  for  a  yield  of  2  per  cent,  by 
chemical  assay. 

By  the  Judge  :  They  sometimes  bought  50,  75,  or  80  tons 
in  an  order.  They  began  experimenting  with  salicin  in  1874, 
and  to  manufacture  it  in  1876.  They  had  had  experience  of 
a  great  many  supplies  of  red  scorce  got  from  Belgium  in 
large  quantities.  His  evidence  proceeded  partly  on  his 
experience  in  these  years. 

Mr.  D.  B.  Dott,  F.R.S.E.,  F.I.C.,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
was  the  next  witness,  and  having  corroborated  Mr.  Brown  on 
several  points,  said  the  assay  of  the  bark  by  a  modification 
of  Erdmann's  process  gave  103  per  cent,  of  salicin,  against 
the  average  of  2  25  per  cent,  for  some  years ;  a  second  assay 
showed  104.  The  second  lot  of  bark  yielded  IT  per  cent.,  and 
the  third  127  per  cent.  The  samples  used  weighed  1  lb.  each. 
Two  assays  were  made  of  each  sample  from  the  three  lots 
taken  on  July  16,  and  the  average  result  obtained  was  0  71. 
That  would  condemn  the  bark  for  salicin-manufacture  alto- 
gether. They  could  not  describe  rood  scorce  peelings  that 
gave  a  result  oE  1*27  per  cent,  as  good  redscorce  peelings. 
Age  and  bad  storing  would  deteriorate  the  peelings;  btt  if 
they  were  cut  at  the  end  of  1901  it  must  be  something  e's  ; 
than  age.  Bad  harvesting  and  exposure  to  weather,  leaving 
the  peelings  on  the  ground,  instead  of  storing  them,  would 
influence  the  salicin-content.  He  said  half  of  the  consign- 
ment was  bad.  He  considered  60  or  100  grams  too  small 
a  quantity  to  take  for  analysis,  and,  in  crofs-exatninstion, 
said  if  he  had  got  a  2-per-cent.  result  he  would  not  lavj 
rejected  the  cargo. 

Mr.  Adam  D.  Richardson,  consulting  botanist,  described 
the  appearance  of  the  plants.  He  had  endeavoured  to 
identify  No.  26,  and  he  belitved  it  was  S.  triandra.  He 
estimated  the  proportion  of  S.  viminalis  in  the  cargo  at  one- 
fifth  or  one-sixth.  From  the  centre  of  one  bundle  he  got 
150  viminalis  peelings.  Only  a  half  of  the  "whole  was  gcol 
fragilis.  Cross-examined,  he  said  Salix  rubra  is  a  hybrid 
between  viminalis  and  purpurea,  the  latter  beiDg  richest  in 
salicin.    There  is  no  hybrid  between  fragilis  and  viminalis. 

Dr.  Robert  Stewart  Macdougall,  F.K.S.E.,  professor  of 
biology  in  the  Royal  (Dick)  Veterinary  College,  said  he 
bad  examined  the  materal  with  the  eye,  lens,  and  micro- 
scope, and  his  results  corroborated  previous  witness. 

Mr.  William  Whiffen,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  Battersea,  said  there 
were  only  three  manufacturers  of  salicin  in  this  country— his 
own  firm,  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co.,  and  J.  F.  Macfarlan  &  Co. 
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He  had  seen  the  stack  broken  into  at  Messrs.  Macfarlan's  on 
October  31.  There  were  ten  or  twelve  tons  removed  from 
the  stack.  From  its  appearance  he  did  not  think  it  was 
1902  crop;  a  large  quantity  looked  like  1901  crop.  The 
interior  of  the  bundles  consisted  of  very  old  peelings.  They 
were  discoloured,  and  some  were  quite  rotten.  He  had 
never  rejected  a  cargo  of  peelings  because  he  never  got 
anything  except  fragilis.  He  judged  of  the  peelings  by  the 
black  colour,  the  brittleness,  and  the  odour.  Some  of  it 
would  be  four  or  five  years  old.  He  had  frequently  been  in 
Belgium,  and  had  seen  the  harvesting  operations.  When 
cut  the  willows  were  put  a  foot  in  the  ground,  and  the  pro- 
cess of  drying  was  something  like  haymaking.  He  had 
tested  three  samples  of  the  disputed  bark  for  salicin,  and 
they  contained  0  8,0  32  (a  bad  specimen  of  fragilis),  and 
21  (a  good  specimen  of  fragilis).  Cross-examined,  he  said 
the  estimations  by  Dr.  Drinkwater,  Mr.  Cowie  |and  Dr.  Crispo 
were  inexplicable  to  him.  He  had  no  confidence  in  the 
polariscope.  It  was  not  the  case  that  there  was  a  scarcity 
of  1901  crop.  He  had  seen  some  last  week  offered  as  1901 
crop. 

Mr.  Gottfried  Delitsch  said  that  for  twenty-eight  years  he 
had  acted  as  senior  chemist  to  Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith  &  Co., 
Edinburgh,  and,  since  1876,  had  made  salicin  from  fragilis, 
and  had  experimented  for  salicin  with  other  species  of 
willows.  Some  of  the  bark  in  dispute  which  he  examined 
was  utterly  rotten,  full  of  dust,  and  failed  to  give  the  bitter 
taste  of  fragilis.    Not  more  than  half  was  red  scorce. 

Two  of  defender's  porters  then  gave  evidence. 

Counsel  were  to  address  the  Court  on  Thursday,  but  did  not. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

A  Triple  Offence. 

At  the  Wigtown  Sheriff  Court  on  January  5,  before  Sheriff 
.Watson,  Paul  Henry  Richard,  15  Main  Street,  Wigtown,  was 
charged  by  Mr.  Richard  Bremridge,  Registrar  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  with  (1)  selling  strychnine  in  a  bottle  of 
Fellows's  syrup ;  (2)  keeping  an  open  shop  for  the  sale  of 
poisons,  he  not  being  registered  under  the  Act ;  and  (3) 
selling  the  syrup  to  a  person  unknown  to  him,  and  failing  to 
register  the  sale,  or  label  the  bottle  with  his  name  and  address. 
Mr.  McClure,  solicitor,  instructed  by  Messrs.  P.  Morison  & 
Son,  S.S.C,  Edinburgh,  conducted  the  prosecution. 

Accused  pleaded  guilty,  and  explained  that  Fellows's  syrup 
is  a  patent  medicine,  and  as  he  had  a  patent-medicine 
licence,  he  believed  he  had  a  right  to  sell  it. 

Mr.  McClure  said  accused  had  been  convicted  of  a  similar 
offence  in  1900. 

The  Sheriff  asked  if  a  registered  chemist  must  also  comply 
with  the  requirements  of  Section  17,  which  accused  had 
omitted,  and  Mr.  J.  R.  Hill  explained  that  he  must  do  so 
unless  the  poison  formed  an  ingredient  in  a  medicine  dis- 
pensed, in  which  case  it  was  entered  in  the  prescription- 
book. 

The  Sheriff  said  accused  seemed  to  have  been  bona  fide  of 
opinion  that  his  patent-medicine  licence  authorised  him  to 
sell  this  article.  The  poison-label,  however,  should  have 
been  sufficient  to  put  him  on  his  guard,  and  bis  previous  con- 
viction ought  to  have  made  him  doubly  careful.  The  purpose 
of  the  Pharmacy  Act  was  to  limit  the  sale  of  these  articles 
to  registered  persons,  and  confer  certain  privileges  upon 
chemists  as  a  protection  to  the  public.  Accused  could  not 
claim  any  such  privilege  now  that  he  had  ceased  to  work 
under  a  qualified  chemist.  He  imposed  a  modified  penalty 
of  10.<t.  for  each  offence,  naming  11.  10s.  in  all,  with  costs 
amounting  to  2'.  6.;. 


(Sasette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Eoyce,  C,  ami  Str-mts.  S.  a.,  under  the  style  of  Boyce  & 
Strou ts,  Maidstone,  medical  practitioners. 

Brown,  W.  A.,  and  Lennox,  D.  "W„,  under  the  style  of 
~W.  A.  Brown  &  Co.,  Manchester,  soap  manufacturers  and 
merchants. 

Clifton,  C.  end  Capper,  E.,  under  the  style  of  Clifton  & 
Capper,  Leicester,  physicians  and  surgeons. 


Faust,  C,  and  Siepermann,  O.,  under  the  style  of  C.  Faust 
&  Co.,  Crescent,  Minories,  E.C.,  drysalters. 

Kawken,  G.  X>.  It.,  and  Black,  G„  under  the  style  of 
Hawken  &  Black,  Hurstpierpoint,  Sussex,  surgeons,  &e. 

Salmond,  E.  a.,  Salmons!,  P.  jr.,  and  Hi3kson,  I.  L., 

under  the  style  of  D.  Salmond,  Son  &  Nephew,  Bradford, 
soap-  manufacturers. 

V/lckham,  G.  "W.,  and  Wing-field,  H.  E.,  under  the  style 
of  Wickham  &  Wingfield,  Winchester,  physicians  and 
surgeons. 


Royal  Warrant  Holdees. 

The  London  Gazette  of  January  2  contains  a  list  of  tradesmen 
who  hold  Royal  Warrants  of  appointment,  with  authority  to 
use  the  Royal  Arms.  The  list  embodies  the  names  which  were 
printed  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  November  9,  1991 
(page  988),  as  well  as  the  following  : — 

Tradesmen  who  hold  Warrants  from  the  Keeper  of  thz  Privy 
Purse. 

Day  &  Sons,  cattle-medicine  manufacturers,  Crewe. 
De  Castro  <fc  Wilson,  chemists,  London. 

Farina,  Johann  Maria,  purveyor  of  eau  de  Cologne,  Gegeniiber 
den  Julichs  Platz,  Cologne. 

Metcalfe  &  Son,  chemist  in  Hull,  Hull. 

Rowntree  &  Co.  (Limited),  manufacturers  of  cocoa  and  choco- 
late, London. 

Sago,  F.,  &  Co.  (Limited),  showcase-makers,  London. 

Scott,  Thomson  &  Co.  (Limited),  chemists  in  Calcutta,  Calcutta. 

Sewell  &  Cousens,  canine-surgeons,  London. 

Tradesmen  ivho  hold  Warrants  from  tin  Lord  Chaubsrlain  to 
Queen  Alexandra. 
Fergusson  &  Co.,  perfumers,  Edinburgh. 
Penhaligon  &  Jeavons,  perfumers,  London. 
Sewell,  A.  J.,  cauine-surgeon,  London. 

Tradesmen  to  the  King  who  hold  Warrants  from  the  Lord 
Steward. 

Bovril  (Limited),  Bovril,  London 

Hogg,  Robert,  &  Sons,  drugs,  London. 

Hogg,  T.  P.,  cfc  Co ,  drugs,  London. 

Spongy  Iron  Filter  Company,  filters,  London. 

Tucker,  Francis,  &  Co.,  candle,  soap,  and  oil,  London. 

Tradesmen  to  the  King  who  hold  Warrants  from  the  Ljrd 
Chamberlain. 

Winsor  &  Newton  (Limited),  artists'  colourmen,  London. 

Firms  permitted  to  style  themselves  ''By  Appointment  to  the 
late  Queen  Victoria." 

Brown  &  Poison,  starch  manufacturers,  Paisley. 
Poison,  W.,  starch-mauufaclurer,  Paisley. 

Tradesmen  to  the  King  in  the  Department  of  tin  Master  of 
the  Horse. 

Bower,  W.,  veterinary  surgeon,  East  Rudham. 
Pullman,  R.  &  J.,  chamois-leather  merchants,  London. 
Reading,  H.  &  J.,  invalid-carriage  makers,  London. 


2>eeo  of  Hrranoement, 


Bell,  William  James,  White  House,  Appleby,  Westmoreland, 
Bachelor  of  Medicine.  Trustees,  John  L.  Bertwistle,  Appleby, 
common  brewer,  and  another.  Secured  creditors,  115/.  Dated, 
December  27 ;  filed,  December  30.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
1,291?.  15?.  6d. ;  estimated  net  assets,  700?.  Amongst  the 
creditors  are  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.,  London  (14/.). 

Trust  Deed. 

Be  Adam  Porteous  Murray,  Chemist  and  Druggist,  and  Sole 
Partner  of  the  Scottish  Central  Aerated-water  Company,  Leith. — 
At  a  meeting  of  creditors  held  on  December  30  it  was  agreed  to 
recommend  all  creditors  to  accede  to  the  trust  deed  in  favour  of 
Mr.  R.  C.  Millar,  30  York  Place,  Edinburgh.  Mr.  G.  Arnott  Eadie, 
S.S.C,  and  Mr.  J.  Craig,  chartered  accountant,  were  appointed  an 
advisory  committee,  by  whom  the  business  is  to  be  carried  on  for 
the  present,  with  a  view  to  its  sale  as  a  going  concern.  The 
liabilities  are  stated  at  1,088/.,  and  the  assets  (less  preference 
claims)  are  estimated  to  realise  991?. 

Chemist's  Assistant  (with  half  an  eye  to  agriculture)  :  "  If 
ever  I  drop  in  for  a  legacy,  I  mean  to  buy  a  farm  I  see." 
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mew  Companies  &  Company  IRews. 


Pocket  Photogbaphy  Company  (Limited).— Capital  2,000/.,  in 
1?.  shares.    Objects:  To  acquire  from  J.  W.  Meek  an  invention 

relating  to  the  development  of  photographs  and  to  carry  on  the 
'business  of  dealers  in  photographic  materials  and  accessories. 

No  initial  public  issue.  Registered  without  articles  of  as- 
sociation. 

George  Houghton  &  Son  (Limited). — Capital  100,000/.,  in 

1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  take  over  the  business  of  manufacturers 
■of  and  dealers  in  photographic  appliances,  &c,  carried  on  at 

88-39  High  Holborn  and  Dean  Street,  London,  and  at  Tooting 

and  elsewhere  by  G.  Houghton,  E.  W.  Houghton,  and  C.  E. 

Houghton,  as  "  George  Houghton  &  Son."  Minimum  cash  sub- 
scription, 20  per  cent,  of  the  shares  offered  to  the  public.  The 

first  directors  are  G.  Houghton,  E.  W.  Houghton,  and  C.  E. 

Houghton.  Registered  office,  88-39  High  Holborn,  W.C.  [We 
'Understand  that  this  company  has  been  formed  principally  to 

facilitate  family  arrangements,  and  the  business  will  be  carried 
•  on  under  exactly  the  same  management  as  heretofore.  Mr.  George 

Houghton,  who  joined  the  firm  in  1852  (the  business  was  started 

in  although  probably  taking  a  less  active  part  in  the 

"business,  will  act  as  chairman  of  the  directors,  and  Mr.  E.  W. 
.Houghton,  and  Mr.  C.  E.  Houghton,  who  have  for  many  years 

been  the  leading  factors  in  the  development  of  the  business,  will 
■-act  as  directors  and  take  the  general  management.] 


Sale  of  Shares.— At  Sheffield  on  January  6  the  follow- 
ing prices  were  realised  for  shares  in  Boots'  concerns : 
One  pound  6  per-cent.  preference  (Eastern),  11.  6s.  6d.  each ; 
-5-per-cent.  second  preference  (Eastern),  1/.  Os.  6:1.  each ; 
11.  7-per-cent.  preferred  ordinary  (Pure  Drug),  11.  Hj.  3:1. 
■  and  11.  5.;.  each. 

Edinburgh  Professional  and  Civil  Service  Supply 
Association  (Limited). — At  a  special  meeting  of  this 
Association  held  at  Edinburgh  on  December  31,  it  was 
agreed  by  a  majority  to  borrow  money  to  the  extent  of 
.50,000/.,  with  the  object  of  purchasing  a  suitable  property 
(the  location  of  which  was  not  divulged)  to  be  used  as 
•central  premises.  By  this  scheme  the  committee  hope  to 
.-save  in  rent,  &c,  between  750/.  and  1,000/.  a  year. 


XTraoe  Botes. 


The  Vinolia  Company  (Limited)  state  that,  having  lost 
■•cne  of  their  order-books,  no  order  should  be  executed  on  one 
-of  their  forms  numbered  4/1761  to  4/2000  inclusive. 

"  Is  that  Kent's  ? " — The  telephone  numbers  of  Messrs. 
G.  B.  Kent  &;  Sons  (Limited),  of  75  Farringdon  Road,  E.C., 
(nave  been  altered  to  "  4917  Holborn"  and  "4116  Central." 

Johann  Anton  Farina's  Eau  de  Cologne. — When  Eau 
•de  Cologne  (Limited)  was  attempted  to  be  floated  recently 
■  the  promoters  stated  in  the  prospectus  that  they  were  to 
take  over  the  British  agency  held  by  Mr.  R.  V.  Wagner, 
'34  Gray's  Inn,  Road,  London,  of  Johann  Anton  Farina's  Eau 
de  Cologne,  and  that  a  contract  to  this  effect  had  been 
.-entered  into.  It  was  also  stated  that  the  business  as  a 
•whole  was  to  be  taken  over  by  Eau  de  Cologne  (Limited). 
Mr.  Paul  Neubner,  the  proprietor  of  the  business,  equally 
with  Mr.  Wagner,  emphatically  denies  these  statements,  and 
they  insert  a  notice  in  this  issue  to  that  effect.  As  noted  in 
-the  C.  $  B.  of  December  20,  1902,  page  1026,  Mr.  Wagner 
took  immediate  legal  proceedings  to  obtain  redress. 

Flashlight  Tablets. — Mr.  E.  Merck  sends  us  from  his 
London  Office,  16  Jewry  Street,  E  C,  a  sample  of  Merck's 
Flashlight  tablets.  These  are  used  as  a  source  of  light  in 
taking  photographs.  A  tablet  is  broken  in  half  and  one  part 
-crushed  to  powder  and  placed  on  a  strip  of  nitre  cotton  wool, 
the  unbroken  half  is  put  on  the  top  of  the  heap  of  powder, 
.and  the  cotton  wool  ignited.  As  soon  as  the  smouldering 
wool  reaches  the  tablet  an  intense  flash  of  light  results.  We 
have  not  tried  to  take  a  photograph  by  means  of  the  tablets, 
but  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  so  doing.  The  tablets 
.are  packed  in  a  metal-capped  tube,  and  a  piece  of  nitre-wool 
is  enclosed  in  the  package. 


Business  Changes. 


Messrs.  Arbuthnot,  Latham  &  Co.,  merchants,  of 
33  Great  St.  Helen's,  EC,  have  admitted  Mr.  W.  R. 
Arbuthnot,  jun.,  as  a  partner. 

Mr.  John  Staton,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  St.  Benedict's  Drug-stores,  Norwich,  from  the  executors 
of  the  late  Mr.  Edwin  J.  Making. 

Mr.  E.  A.  Duncan  late  with  Messrs.  Price  Hickman  & 
Co.,  has  been  admitted  a  partner  with  Messrs.  French  & 
Plucknett,  colonial  brokers,  7  Mincing  Lane,  E.C 

Messrs.  Megaw  &  Norton,  Brazilian  merchants  and  im- 
porters of  ipecacuanha,  36  Lime  Street,  E.C,  have  taken 
Mr.  H.  K.  Brodie  and  Mr.  G.  E.  Gillespie  into  partnership. 

Messrs.  Rayner  &  Son,  chemists,  Uxbridge,  have  pur- 
chased the  business  of  Messrs.  Waterhouse  and  Coles,  at 
Uxbridge,  which  they  will  carry  on  as  a  branch  under  the 
old  name. 

The  business  carried  on  at  102  Brixton  Hill,  London,  S.W., 
under  the  style  of  B.  C.  Pond  &  Son,  has  been  closed.  Mr. 
W.  E.  Pond  has  accepted  a  position  with  Messrs.  Ashton  & 
Parsons  (Limited;. 

Messrs.  McAdam  &  Co.,  stock  and  share  brokers,  Black- 
heath,  S.E.,  have  taken  Mr.  William  Wentvvorth  Tuckniss 
into  partnersnip,  and  the  title  of  the  firm  will  in  future  be 
"McAdam  &  Tuckniss." 

Mr.  Theodor  Schneider,  Eist  Indian  merchant,  &c,  of 
53  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C,  has  taken  Mr.  C.  E.  A.  Vogel  into 
partnership.  The  business  will  be  carried  on  under  the  style 
of  Theodor  Schneider  Sc  Co. 

It  is  stated  that  Boots  (Eastern)  (Limited)  have  purchased 
freehold  premises  in  High  Street,  King's  Lynn,  Norfolk, 
for  950/.,  and  intend  making  extensive  alterations  with  a 
view  to  opening  as  a  branch. 

Messrs.  Grosscurth  &  Luboldt,  foreign  merchants, 
21  Mincing  Lane,  E.C,  have  from  January  1  admitted  into 
partnership,  Mr.  Julius  Philipp  Grosscurth  and  Mr.  Ralph 
Grosscurth,  sons  of  their  senior. 

Mr.  Richard  Fenton,  chemist,  formerly  manager  of  the 
Alexandra  Park  branch  pharmacy  of  Mr.  F.  W.  Bates, 
Brooks's  Bar,  has  disposed  of  the  business  he  recently  pur- 
chased in  Rochdale  Road,  Manchester. 

Mr.  S.  Harris,  chemist  and  druggist,  is  about  to  open  a 
new  shop  at  63  Bury  New  Road,  Manchester,  on  store  lines. 
In  the  same  street,  at  no  great  intervals,  on  the  same  side  of 
the  road,  are  three  other  chemists'  shops. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Wellburn,  chemist  and  druggist,  for  some 
years  manager  for  Messrs.  Lamplough  (Limited),  at  Old 
Broad  Street,  E  C,  has  acquired  the  business  at  Bridge 
Road,  East  Molesey,  formerly  carried  on  by  Mr.  W.  Longtoft, 
pharmaceutical  chemist  and  dentist.  Mr.  Longtoft  will  in 
future  confine  his  energies  entirely  to  his  dental  practice. 

An  elegant  establishment  has  been  opened  in  Grainger 
Street,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  by  Messrs.  Alwyne  Dyson 
(Limited),  chemists  and  perfumers.  Designed  by  a  well- 
known  North  of  England  artist,  the  scheme  of  fitting  is 
pleasing  and  unique.  The  woodwork  is  of  pitch  pir.e,  stained 
a  delicate  art-green,  and  embellished  with  a  floral  design  on 
the  panelling.  A  line  frieze,  in  harmony  with  the  rest,  runs 
above  the  shelving. 

Mr.  L.  Chotzen,  of  Messrs.  L.  Chotzen  &  Co.,  commission 
merchants,  29  Mincing  Lane,  E.C,  has  transfurjd  his 
business  to  Messrs.  Sanders,  Rehders  &  Co.,  108  Fenchurch 
Street,  London,  E.C,  and  Manchester,  with  whom  he  has 
been  admitted  into  partnership.  Mr.  W.  P.  F.  August  and 
Mr.  R.  H.  Dickeson,  who  signed  by  procuration,  are  leaving 
the  firm  of  Sanders,  Rehders  &  Co.  Mr.  M.  Wittke  and  Mr.  M. 
Oehme  will  continue  to  sign  by  procuration. 


Small  Boy  :  "  Give  me  a  bottle  of  the  worst  med:'cine  you've 
got  in  the  store."  Druggist:  "What's  the  matter?"  "Well, 
I've  been  left  all  alone  with  grandma,  and  she's  suddenly  been 
taken  sick,  and  I'm  going  to  get  even  with  her  ! " — New  1  ork 
Life. 
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Scientific  iprooreee. 


Ocimum  Viride,  Willd. — This  is  the  name  of  a  plant, 
identified  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Shipley  (Nature,  1903,  205),  used  in 
Northern  Nigeria  for  driving  mosquitos  out  of  the  house. 
Several  of  the  living  plants  kept  round  one's  bed  ensure  a  quiet 
night's  rest,  and  even  after  being  bitten  the  plant  is  useful,  as  the 
leaves  possess  anti-febrifuge  properties  not  much  inferior  to 
quinine.  Mr.  E.  M.  Holmes  has  already  commented  upon  the  use 
of  the  plant  as  a  medicine  in  Liberia. 

Separation  of  Brucine  and  Strycbnine. — Gordin  (Arch, 
div.  Pharm.,  1902,  643)  gives  the  following  modification  of 
Keller's  method  as  yielding  results  of  the  very  highest  degree  of 
accuracy.  About  0'2  to  0'3  gr.  of  the  mixed  alkaloids  is  dissolved 
on  the  water-bath  in  15  c.c.  of  8-per-cent.  sulphuric  acid,  and 
when  cold  3  c.c.  of  concentrated  nitric  acid  is  added,  to  which  an 
equal  volume  of  water  has  first  been  added.  After  ten  minutes 
the  liquid  is  transferred  to  a  small  separator,  and  soda  solution 
added  until  the  reaction  is  strongly  alkaline.  The  strychnine  is 
now  extracted  with  three  fresh  quantities  of  chloroform,  and  is 
free  from  brucine,  which  has  been  converted  into  non-basic 
products.  The  chloroform  solution  is  filtered  into  a  tared  flask 
containing  2  c.c.  of  amyl  alcohol  (see  P.  C.  J.  Bird,  P.  J.,  1900, 
286).  The  solvent  is  evaporated  on  a  water-bath,  the  last  traces 
being  driven  off  with  the  aid  of  a  current  of  air  blown  over  the 
flask.  It  is  then  dried  for  two  hours  at  135°-140°,  and  weighed. 
In  four  experiments  the  error  was  well  under  1  per  cent. 

Ozonising:  Water. — The  use  of  ozonised  air  for  the  purifica- 
tion of  drinking  water  is  again  attracting  considerable  attention, 
says  Nature  (1903,  page  212).  Previous  trials  appear  to  have  been 
unsuccessful,  but  in  1902  the  East  London  Water  Company  has 
carried  out  trials  at  Lea  Bridge  with  an  ozone  process  of  purification, 
and  these  trials  have  been  fairly  successful.  Professor  van 't  Hoff 
has  given  details  of  experimental  trials  recently  made  with  the 
Vosmaer-Lebret  process  in  Holland.  This  form  of  ozoniser  differs 
from  most  of  those  previously  invented  in  the  absence  of  glass  as 
a  dielectric.  The  silent  discharges  which  produce  the  ozone  in 
the  air  passing  through  the  apparatus  take  place  between  the 
walls  of  the  metallic  tubes  which  form  its  essential  feature.  An 
E.M.F.  of  10,000  volts  with  one  pole  earthed  is  used,  and  no 
artificial  cooling  is  employed.  The  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination  of  the  water  before  and  after  treatment  with  the 
ozonised  air  showed  that  the  reduction  in  organic  matter  and  in 
the  number  of  colonies  was  equal  ta  the  best  yet  obtained  by  any 
other  process,  and  Professor  van  't  Hoff  is  of  opinion  that  the 
Vosmaer-Lebret  process  may  solve  the  problem  of  a  pure-water 
supply  for  large  towns  and  cities. 

A  Synthetic  Alkaloid.— At  a  meeting  of  the  New  York 
Section  of  the  American  Chemical  Society  on  December  5,  Dr. 
Hugo  Schweitzer  referred  to  the  discovery  of  a  synthetic  method 
of  preparing  theophylline.  In  1833  Kossel  found  in  the  extract 
of  tea-leaves  an  alkaloid  isomeric  with  theobromine,  to  which  he 
gave  the  name  of  theophylline.  It  was  present  in  such  small 
quantities,  however,  that  it  could  not  be  tested  even  for  its  phar- 
macological properties.  But  when  E.  Fischer  succeeded  in  syn- 
thetising  the  bodies  belonging  to  the  purine  class  it  became 
possible  to  study  theophylline  from  a  therapeutic  standpoint,  and 
it  was  found  to  be  the  most  powerful  diuretic  of  this  class  of 
vegetable  alkaloids.  By  the  synthesis  of  Fischer  larger  quantities 
were  prepared,  but  at  great  expense,  and  chemists  interested  have 
since  been  trying  to  prepare  it  on  a  commercial  scale.  Dr.  Schweitzer 
announced  that  such  a  synthesis  had  at  length  been  discovered 
in  the  laboratories  of  the  Bayer  Company  at  Elberfeld.  The  new 
synthesis  enables  the  alkaloid  to  be  produced  in  twelve  reactions 
on  a  larger  scale  and  at  a  price  which  renders  its  introduction  into 
medicine  feasible.    The  new  alkaloid  has  been  re-named  theocine. 

IWatiso  Oil. — According  to  Fromm  and  Van  Ernster  (Bericlite, 
1902,  4347)  the  characters  of  the  oil  distilled  from  matico-leaves  at 
the  present  time  vary  from  tho3e  which  were  observed  in  the  case 
of  old  distillates.  This  is  probibly  due  to  some  difference  in  the 
leaves  now  imported.  The  authors  have  examined  an  oil  of 
authentic  origin  and  sp.  gr.  P123.  They  could  find  no  evidence  of 
the  presence  in  it  of  either  "  matico-camphor  "  or  asarone.  They 
found  on  fractional  distillation  that  about  70  per  cent,  of  theoil  distils 
within  a  range  of  15°  C,  the  distillate  consisting  of  an  oxygenated 
body  which,  on  account  of  the  indifferent  nature  of  its  oxygen 
atoms,  the  authors  term  "  maticoic  ether."  It  is  an  oil  of 
sp.  gr.  1-136  at  17J  O,  and  boils  at  282-285°  C.  Its  formula  is 
CUH1S04.  Its  oxygen  atoms  have  not  the  functions  of  an  acid, 
phenol,  ketone,  lactone,  aldehyde,  or  ester.  Two  methoxyl  groups 
are  present,  and  on  oxidation  the  body  splits  up  into  maticoic 
aldehyde  and  maticoic  acid,  of  the  formulae  (OCH-)2.C7Hr,Oo.CHO 
and  (OCH3J2.C7H50.,.COOH  respectively.  The  remainder'of  the 
paper  is  devoted  to  theoretical  considerations  as  to  the  constitu- 
tional formula  of  this  interesting  compound,  for  which  the  original 
should  be  consulted. 


Zbc  IRaleifcoBcope. 


The  Inebriate's  Salvation. 

Toper  (whose  name  is  on  the  "blacklist"):  "I 
feel  very  shaky  this  morning,  Mr.  Rhubarb.  Kindly 
give  me  a  pick-me-up." 

Toper  with  the  thirst  consistent, 

From  the  haunts  of  Bung  is  banned, 
Yearning  still  is  so  persistent 

That  assuagement  must  be  planned. 
Tears  well  up  in  optics  bleary, 

Purple  visage  violet  grows  ; 
Palsied  brain  sees  visions  smeary, 

Serpents  crawling  round  his  toes  ; 
Fatal  "  black-list  "  looms  before  him, 

Known  his  name  to  all  the  Beaks, 
Bless  the  kindly  Fate  that  bore  him 

To  the  draught  he  daily  seeks. 

When  the  "  dog  that  bit"  doth  vanish 
Pick-me-up  the  pain  will  banish. 


IRecent  Wllla. 


Browne. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Lennox  Browne, 
F.R.C.S.E.,  of  15  Mansfield  Street,  Wand  Frith  Lodge, 
Watford,  throat  specialist,  who  died  on  November  2,  has 
been  proved  at  14,873?.  gross  and  10,953/.  net. 

Capes. — Letters  of  Administration  to  the  estate  of  the 
late  Mr.  John  Henry  Cooper  Capes,  chemist  and  druggist, 
York,  who  died  at  19  New  Walk  Ten  ace,  on  March  14,  1902, 
has  been  granted  to  his  mother,  Mrs.  Isabella  Kirk,  by 
whom  the  gross  and  net  amount  of  the  estate  is  valued  at 
915?.  12s.  Ud.  Mr.  Henry  Churchill,  22  New  Walk  Terrace, 
and  Mr.  John  Tatham  Ware,  solicitor,  York,  are  named  as 
sureties. 

Groves. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Arthur  Groves,  chemist, 
and  druggist,  90  Field  Road,  Forest  Gate,  who  died  on 
February  7,  1902,  has  been  proved  by  his  widow  Mrs. 
Charlotte  Elizabeth  de  Arnoult  Groves,  sole  executrix.  The 
gross  value  of  the  estate  amounted  to  306i.  6.;.  9i. 

Knight. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Ambrose  Knight,  of 
Messrs.  John  Knight  &  Sons,  Billiter  Street  and  Deptford, 
has  been  proved  at  87,050/.  6s.  °id.  gross. 

Ombler. — The  will  with  a  codicil  of  the  late  Mr.  William 
Henry  Ombler,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market  Weighton, 
Yorks,  who  died  on  May  12,  1902,  has  been  proved  at  the 
York  District  Registry.  Probate  has  been  granted  to  his 
widow  Mrs.  Lydia  Mary  Cmbler.  The  gross  estate  has  been 
valued  at  1,270/.  Is.  8d. 
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Observations  ano  "[Reflections. 

By  Xrayser. 


After  the  Enthusiasm 

which  so  recently  streamed  forth  from 
local  and  national  associations  of  chemists  to  the  glory  of 
fc'ie  P.A.T.A.,  the  statement  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Anti- 
Cutting  Record  showing  that,  at  the  date  of  writing  (near  the 
end  of  December),  only  1680  subscriptions  for  the  year  had 
b)en  paid,  conies  with  the  startling  effect  of  a  bucketful  of 
cold  water.  I  hope  it  has  had  the  subsequently  exhilarating 
effect  which  sometimes  follows  that  treatment.  It  was 
perhaps  more  just  than  politic  to  make  the  announcement 
at  the  moment  when  doubtless  some  manufacturers  were 
wavering,  but  it  was  right  that  it  should  be  made,  and  if  no 
more  profits  are  protected  the  trade  has  only  itself  to  thank. 
Too  often  selfishness  pays  in  business,  but  it  may  be  carried 
too  far,  sometimes.  Proprietors  have  in  a  good  many  cases 
shown  their  goodwill,  but  the  only  way  to  conquer  the 
majority  is  to  let  them  see  we  are  in  grim  earnest.  They 
will  not  be  afraid  of  1630  of  us  ;  and  they  are  justified  in 
counting  those  who  want  their  aid  and  those  who  do  not, 
and  in  distinguishing  these  by  the  five-shilling  test. 

To  Know  Latin 

as  C.C.B.'s  young  graduate  friend  would 
have  us  know  it,  if  it  is  to  yield  the  pleasure  and  profit  which 
he  claims  as  the  attendants  on  such  knowledge,  is  a  very 
rare  attainment.  Of  the  fifteen  thousand  pharmacists  on 
the  register,  all  of  whom  have  learned  some  Latin,  I  doubt 
if  there  are  five  who  can  discover  any  more  "  magic  and 
pathos"  in  the  lines  C.C.B.  quotes  from  Virgil,  or  more 
"  cogency  and  ordered  force  "  in  the  extract  from  Livy  than 
exist  in  the  English  translations  which  he  appends.  There 
is  little  enough  of  these  qualities  in  the  English  versions, 
certainly  ;  and  yet  they  give  the  meaning  of  the  Latin  words 
accurately  enough.  Those  of  us  who  have  laboriously  to 
translate  from  another  language  before  we  can  make  out  the 
author's  meaning,  are  quite  incapable  of  appreciating  how 
he  says  it ;  the  rhythm,  the  sound,  the  style.  Those  only 
who  can  read  without  even  mentally  translating,  and  this 
means  years  of  study  and  long  practice,  can  apprehend  all 
that.  But  then,  assuming  that  these  delights  do  actually 
exist  in  the  far  future,  the  question  occurs  whether  their 
attainment  is  worth  their  cost.  To  work  at  Latin  or  Greek 
to  thejend  the  graduate  sets  forth  must  mean  the  sacrifice 
of  much  other  knowledge,  which  may  have  its  own  pleasures 
and  advantages. 

A  Correction 

of  a  statement  made  last  week  in  connection 
with  Cyathus  is  desirable.  The  paragraph  states  that  the 
cyathus  was  the  ladle,  the  poculum  the  cup  which  the 
guests  at  dinner  drank  from,  and  that  the  wine  or  punch 
was  called  the  crater.  It  is  so  designated  in  Ireland,  I 
believe  ;  but  in  Rome  it  was  the  bowl  which  contained  the 
wines  which  was  called  the  crater  or  cratera.  The  pint 
(sextarius)  was  the  one-sixth  of  the  congius,  and  the  Latin 
congius  contained  10  Latin  librae,  and  equalled  about 
5,040  gr. 

Three  of  the  Companies 

whose  registration  was  reported  last 
week,  step  into  the  commercial  area  with  an  astonishing 
flutter  of  petticoats.  Three  ladies  figure  among  the 
signatories  of  W.  H.  Richardson  &  Co.  (Limited),  of  Leeds, 
manufacturing  chemists,  wholesale  and  retail  druggists, 
patent-medicine  vendors,  &c.    Tom  Burnett  &  Co.  (Limited), 


of  Lincoln,  and  elsewhere,  who  acquire  by  registration  the 
title  of  dentists  and  dental  surgeons,  &c,  is  a  company 
constituted  of  Tom  Burnett,  who  describes  himself  as  an 
artificial  teeth  manufacturer ;  Thomas  Burnett,  a  miller, 
and  five  ladies.  One  of  these  is  apparently  Mrs.  Tom,  and 
the  others  designate  themselves  respectively  as  confectioner, 
grocer,  milliner,  and  "  bakeress."  In  these  two  businesses 
the  ladies  named  will  probably  limit  their  energies  to  their 
usual  and  proper  task  of  spending  the  profits,  but  in  the  third 
company  it  looks  as  if  they  are  contemplating  a  more 
ambitious  r6le.  "  Science  Development  Company  (Limited)," 
with  a  capital  of  1001.,  is  manned,  if  the  term  is  permissible, 
by  four  Misses,  one  Mrs.,  and  two  persons  with  only  initials 
to  indicate  their  persuasion.  Science  is  to  be  developed  by 
this  little  group  by  carrying  on  the  business  of  chemists, 
drysalters,  oil  and  colour  men,  dealers  in  proprietary  articles, 
and  so  on.  I  have  always  believed  that  science  had  a  great 
future  before  it. 

The  Explosion 

which  resulted  from  the  rather  careless  use 
of  chemicals  supplied  in  a  boy's  cabinet,  and  which  has  been 
the  subject  of  several  letters  in  the  Times  and  other  papers, 
is  worth  noting  for  a  special  reason.  Mr.  Statham's  defence 
of  his  cabinets  has  been  endorsed,  I  have  observed,  by  at 
least  two  proprietors  of  large  London  toyshops  who  sell  a 
considerable  number  of  these  articles.  Whether  such  sale  is 
an  infringement  of  the  Explosives  Act  or  not  I  can  hardly 
say;  technically  I  presume  it  is,  but  some  little  latitude  is 
apparently  permitted.  The  particular  object  of  this  para- 
graph, however,  is  to  urge  that  the  chemist's  should  be  the 
shop  where  chemicals  for  teaching  chemistry  and  chemical 
apparatus  are  sold.1  At  present,  except  in  very  rare  instances, 
that  section  of  business  is  not  cultivated  at  all  by  chemists. 
Yet  they  are  the  people  who  can  give  advice  better  than  any- 
body else,  and  whose  knowledge  and  discretion  would  suggest 
precautions  which  would  render  the  early  study  of  science 
by  boys  safe.  It  may  be  added,  too,  that  the  business  can 
easily  be  made  a  profitable  one. 

The  Late  Mr.  Mellin 

had  a  most  confident  assurance  of  faith 
in  the  merits  of  his  speciality.  I  remember  having  an  inter- 
view with  him  in  his  shop  in  Tichborne  Street  many  years 
ago,  just  about  the  time  of  the  financial  embarrassment  re- 
ferred to  in  the  obituary  notice  lately  published  in  the 
C.  D.  The  check  made  no  sort  of  difference  to  him,  so 
far  as  outward  demeanour  went.  He  was  placidly  certain 
of  his  ultimate  success  then,  and  when  his  business  became 
a  great  one,  he  was  in  no  degree  astonished  at  it.  The 
portrait  published  with  the  short  memoir  was  an  admirable 
one,  and  I  think  Mr.  Mellin's  face  exactly  expressed  the 
unwavering  confidence  which  was  characteristic  of  him  in  my 
recollection. 


The  Oilman's  Triumph. — Customer :  "  That  was  a  splendid 
insect-powder  j'ou  sold  me  the  other  day,  Mr.  Oilman."  Mr.  Oil- 
man (with  justifiable  pride):  "Yes;  I  think  it  pretty  good — the 
best  in  the  trade."  Customer :  "  I'll  take  another  couple  of 
pounds  of  it,  please."  Mr.  Oilman  :  "  Two  pounds  !  "  Customer  : 
"Yes,  please.  I  gave  the  quarter  of  a  pound  that  I  bought  before 
to  a  blackbeetle,  and  it  made  him  so  ill  that  I  think  if  I  keep  up 
the  treatment  for  about  a  week  I  may  manage  to  kill  him." 

One  fob  Yorkshire. — A  man  fra'  Shevvield  recently  got  into 
conversation  with  a  Yankee,  who  commenced  talking  about 
wonderful  things  they  had  across  the  Atlantic.  "  I  guess  you 
won't  have  heard  about  the  embrocation  we  have  in  America?" 
said  the  Yankee.  "You  just  simply  cut  off  a  cow's  tail,  rub  the 
embrocation  on  the  stump,  and  you'll  have  another  tail  on  the  cow 
in  a  week's  time."  "  Ay,  that's  nowt,"  the  countryman  said.  "  Yo' 
want  to  see  the  embrocation  we  have  at  the  place  where  I  come 
fra."  Yo'  just  simply  cut  a  cow's  tail  oft',  stick  the  part  of  the 
cow's  tail  that  }-ou  cut  off  in  the  embrocation-bottle,  'and  there's 
another  cow  grown  on  in  about  four  diys'  time." 
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GOOD  WINTER  LIMES 

FOR 

LUNG  AND  THROAT  AFFECTIONS, 

"To  breathe  'Sanitas'  is  to  breathe  health." — 

i  Gordon  Stables,  O.M.,  M.D.,  R.N. 


"SANITAS"  BRONCHITIS  each. 

KETTLES  -  -  -28.  6d. 
"SANITAS"  INHALERS  -  28.  6d. 
"SANITAS"  POCKET 

INHALERS     IS.  Od. 
"SANITAS"  OIL, 

18.  &  4S.  Bottles. 
"  SANITAS  "  EMBROCATION, 

is.  &  2s.  6d.  Bottles. 

Pamphlets  Free. 


THE  "  SANITAS  "  CO.,  Ltd. 

Bethnal  Green,  London 


PARROT  SEED 
MIXTURE. 

Trade  Terms  of 

SPRATTS  PATENT,  LIE* 

24  &  25  Fenchurch  Street,  LONDON,  E.C. 


JEWSBURY  &  BROWN'S 

MINERAL  WATERS 

YIELD  A 

MAXIMUM    OF  PROFIT 
WITH  A  [2] 
MINIMUM    OF  TROUBLE. 


By  Appointment  to  King  Edward  VII. 


Ardwick  Green,  MANCHESTER, 


FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON,  E.C. 


No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

20/6JL 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/  o^t 

No.  2  Pore 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

19/6.1 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 

25/  cwt. 

Best  Cleaned 
LINSEED  (TEA1 

21  /  owt. 

EPSOM    SALTS,  E.S  S 
Purified,  Clean,  and  Dry. 

9/  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 

15/.& 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 
[       (Toilet  purposes). 

18  /  owt. 

Finest 
TART.  ACID 

LowBt.Cur. 
Prices 

Fineet  Pure 
TOIL  FT  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/  owt. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10&I 

Finest 
ARROWROOT 

<i>  CARRIAGE  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  200  miles  of  London 
(or  allowance  made  lor  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  112  lbs. 
and  upwards  of  above  articles.    Smaller  parcels  delivered  free  on  rail 
London  at  above  prices. 

MILNE'S  BATTIST 

A  WATERPROOF  TISSUE  In  place  of 

OILED  SILK,  GUTTAPERCHA,  OR  JACONET. 

GREASE-  AND  SPIRIT-PROOF. 

NON- ADHESIVE  AND  PERMANENT 

Can  be  boiled  for  two  hours  without  injury. 

"SfVit  list  ara  els     all     .K.  rati  sept  ics. 

One- yard  Boxes  or  Fifty -yard  Rolls. 
36  and  16  inches  wide. 


The  Galen  Manfg.  Co.,  Ltd.,  LONDON,  S.E, 


"Lord  Roberts'    Natural  Hungarian 

Label-       BITTER  WATER. 

Magnesium  Sulphate  Aperient. 

The  "Lancet"  says: — "Typical  Natural  Purgative  Water. 
Mild,  painless,  non-nauseating.    Full  dose  Is  comparatively 
em-i.ll." 

Sold  at  a  Popular  Price,  showing  a  large  profit  to  Chemists. 

For  Trade  terms,  Press  matter,  Analysis,  and  Samples, 
apply  to 

KRONTHAL  WATERS,  LIMITED, 

70  Dean  Street,  Oxford  Street,  LONDON,  W. 


EMtodal  Comments, 


British  Trade  in  1902. 

THE'business  done' by  the  United  Kingdom  in  exports  and} 
imports  last  year  iwas  valued  at  878,210,9482.,  divided  as- 
follows : — 

£ 

Imports    528,860,284 

Exports  (Britisl.-made  goods)   283,539,980 

Exports  (Colonial  and  foreign  produce)  65,810,684 

878,210,948 

The  figures  are  gigantic,  especially  when  the  fact  is  kept  ini 
mind  that  the  internal  business  intromissions  are  estimated' 
by  Sir  Robert  Giffen  to  approach  1,500  000,0002.  in  value- 
yearly.    Imports  and  exports  were  alike  higher  in  value  last  • 
year — imports  by  nearly  seven  millions  more,  and  exports  of 
British  goods  by;  three  [and  a  half  millions  more  (the- 
exports  of  Colonial  and  foreign  produce  diminished  by  two 
millions).    The  increase  in  imports  is  nearly  accounted  for- 
by  the  items  under  manufactured  articles,  which  alone  total 
to  99,050,6482.,  or-  an  increase  of  5,423,8742.  over  1901, 
and  5,825,6432/over  1902.    During  the  past  year  we  have-. 
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been  buying  more 
abroad  :— 

Baskets. 
Brooms. 
Cement. 

China  and  porcelain. 
Cotton  manufac- 
tures. 
Faicy  goods. 
Glass  goods. 


of  the   following    classes   of  goofls 


Glue.  I  Straw-plait. 

Hardware.  I    Scientific  instru- 

Straw  hats.  ments. 

Machinery.  i  Soap. 

Motor-cirs.  j  Toys. 

Gloves.  Wood. 

Paper.  "Woollen  goods. 


The  articles 
following- : — 


Clocks. 
Cutlery. 
Cycles. 

Electrical  woods 


which  we  imported  to  less  value  were  the 

irstru- 


Iron  manufactures.  Musical 

Leather.  ments. 

Boots.  Painters'  colours. 

P  i  c  t  u  r  e  -frame  Silk  goods, 
mouldings. 


In  the  foregoing,  chemicals,  dye-stuffs,  and  tanning-sub- 
stances are  not  included  ;  of  them  we  imported  6.133,032/. 
worth,  or  35611.  more  than  in  1901.  Manufactured  and 
partly  manufactured  articles  figure  up  to  235  millions  of  the 
283  millions  of  British  goods  which  we  export,  and  it  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  last  year  every  section  increased 
except  yarns  and  textile  fabrics  (103,336  852/.,  or  121,775/. 
less  than  in  1901)  and  new  ships  (less  by  3,257,669/.,  cr 
about  a  third  less  than  in  1901).  As  a  whole,  therefore,  the 
year's  business  was  good  for  British  industries.  Looking  at 
our  own  departments  more  closely  we  find  the  following 
figures  amongst  the  imports  ; — 


1901 


Bleaching  materials 
Soda  compounds  ... 

Borax 

Brimstone... 

Saltpetre  (nitrate  of  potash) 
TJnenumerated  (including 
bide  of  calcium) 

Turpentine   

Paraffin 

Quicksilver 

Quinine 

Drugs   

Drugs  and  quinine 


£ 
88,314 
84,943 

153,718 
99,122 

208,604 

1,693,118 
842,742 

1,006,374 
323,278 


1,122,755 


1902 


£ 
88,486 
75,336 
112,157 
113,601 
195,154 

1,713,161 

888,538 
1,003,589 

290,783 
74,020 

996,215 
1,070,235 


Turning  now  to  the  exports  of  British  manufactures,  we 
find  the  figures  for  the  two  years  to  be  as  follows : — ■ 


1901 


1902 


Aerated  waters 

Salt  

Bleaching  materials 

Copper-sulphate  

Chemical-manure  .. 

Quinine  (British)  

„     (foreign)  ... 
Drugs  and  medicinal  preparations 
Drugs  and  quinine 
Soda  compounds  ... 
Soap 


144 

509 
342 
846 
2,397 


£ 

,858 
140 
5?5 
317 
,511 


1,339, 
1,125 
999 


,970 
551 
,524 


£ 

131,792 
506,371 
276,578 
836,159 
2,773,862 
50,978 
15,792 
1,315,872 
1,366,855 
1,282,997 
1,126,657 


These  figures  show  that  the  department  of  British  industry 
with  which  this  journal  is  connected  has  nothing  to  complain 
of  in  respect  to  last  year's  export  trade.  The  figures  in 
regard  to  drugs  and  medicinal  preparations  are  particularly 
gratifying,  for  while  there  was  a  diminution  of  52,520/.  in 
the  value  of  foreign  goods  of  that  character  imported, 
26,880/.  worth  more  of  British-manufactured  medicines  were 
export  3d.    This  is  a  business  well  woith  fettering. 


"Wind  Pills." 

The  proprietors  of  Woodcock's  wind  pills  have,  during  the 
past  week,  issued  a  "  special  notice  to  chemists  and  patent- 
medicine  vendors  "  to  the  following  effect : — 

We  beg  to  draw  your  special  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  words  "  Wind  Pills  "  are  our  registered  trade-mark, 
our  registered  number  being  2,654,  Class  3.  It  has  come 
to  our  notice  that  several  chemists  are  putting  up  such  as 
wind  pills,  wind  and  liver  pills,  wind  and  water  pills,  &c. 
We  should  regret  to  take  any  extreme  steps  to  protect  our 
rights,  but  shall  be  compelled,  after  this  notice,  to  do  so- 
if  necessity  arises.  We  trust,  however,  that  you  will 
at  ODce  recognise  our  claim,  and  help  us  in  protecting  our 
patent. 

Wc  do  not  understand  what  is  meant  by  the  last  word  patent, 
as  this  is  solely  a  question  of  trade-marks  registration.  If 
the  proprietors  of  the  pill  rely  upon  trade-mark  No.  2  654,  we 
question  their  authority  to  dictate  to  the  trade  in  so 
strong  a  manner.  Trade-mark  No.  2.651  is  a  label  for 
the  pills,  which  was  registered  as  such  on  January  3,  1877, 
and  as  having  been  in  use  for  twenty-five  years  before 
January  23,  1873.  The  registration  of  a  label  does  nDt  give 
sole  rights  as  to  individual  parts  thereof,  but  to  the  whole  as 
a  device.  In  this  case  there  is  on  the  label  a  representation 
of  the  Royal  arms,  as  well  as  the  words  "  wind  pills"  and 
other  wording,  but  the  registration  does  not  give  the  ownerr 
the  sole  use  of  the  Royal  arms  any  more  than  of  the  words- 
"  wind  pills,"  and  in  any  action  for  infringement  of  such  a 
composite  mark  the  owner  has  to  prove  colourable  imitation 
or  his  title  to  the  essential  particular  claimed.  This  appears 
to  have  been  realised  by  Mr.  Page  Dewing  Woodcock,  who, 
on  September  11,  1877,  applied  for  the  registration  of  the 
words  "wind  pills  "  alone,  as  having  been  in  use  by  him  over 
twenty-six  years  before  August  31,  1877.  The  words  were 
registered  as  an  old  trade-mark  in  February,  187& 
(No.  13,125).  It  is  curious  that  this  registration  is  not  now 
relied  upon,  but  it  is  worth  bearing  in  mind  that  if  the  same 
mark  was  used  before  1875  by  three  persons  for  the  same 
goods  or  classes  of  goods  it  was  deemed  to  be  common  to  the 
trade.  If,  therefore,  legal  proceedings  are  taken  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  Woodcock's  wind  pills  against  any  person  who 
uses  the  words  "  Wind  Pills,"  the  defendant  is  likely  to 
lose  unless  he  prove  that  two  persons  besides  Mr.  P.  D.  Wood- 
cock used  the  title  "  Wind  Pills  "  before  1875.  If  two  such 
persons  can  be  discovered  (and  that  should  not  be  difficult), 
the  defendants'  course  would  be  to  start  a  counter-action  for 
the  removal  of  trade-mark  "wind  pills  "  (No.  13,125)  from 
the  register,  supposing  proceedings  are  taken  in  respect  to 
No.  13,125  ;  but  if  under  No.  2,654,  proof  that  "  Wind  Pills  "' 
was  in  common  use  before  the  date  of  application  should' 
suffice  to  assure  the  Court  that  the  label  was  not  infringed. 
Possession  is  nine  points  of  the  law,  and  registration  of  an 
old  mark  like  "  Wind  Pills  "  is  in  the  same  category,  but  the 
Courts  have  never  hesitated  to  remove  old  maiks  from  the 
register  where  it  has  been  proved  that  they  were  common  to 
the  trade.  As  a  new  mark  the  words  "  Wind  Pills  "  are  not 
registrable,  because  they  are  descriptive.  We  note  that  the 
circular  also  refers  to  "  wind  and  liver  pills"  and  "  wind  and 
water  pills";  these  are  not  an  infringement,  although,  in 
conjunction  with  other  parts  of  the  get-up,  they  might  lead 
to  colourable  imitation  and  consequent  infringment  of  Wood- 
cock's rights,  but  the  matter  which  we  are  now  discussing 
is  not  a  question  of  substitution.  Before  1875  it  was 
customary  for  chemists'  customers  to  ask  for  wind  pills  by  the 
pennyworth,  and  aloes-and-asafoetida  pills,  or  the  like,  were 
supplied,  just  as  other  official  pills  were  given  when  laxative 
pills,  cough  pills,  or  stomach  pills  were  asked  for.  The 
matter  affects  the  interests  of  the  trade  as  a  whole,  and  it 
is  upon  that  ground  we  call  attention  to  it. 
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Our  Doctors. 

The  apipearance  of  Churchill's  "  Medical  Directory  "  for 
19D3,  in  an  enlarged  and  much  improved  form,  gives  the 
•opportunity  of  examining  the  numerical  condition  of  the 
British  medical  profession.  The  directory  is  compiled  as 
the  result  of  direct  communication,  in  most  instances,  with 
practitioners,  such  communications  being  supplemented  by 
information  from  official  and  other  reliable  sources,  and  the 
list  is  superior  in  some  respects  to  the  "  Medical  Kegister," 
especially  because  it  arranges  the  names  according  to  the 
sphere  in  which  the  practitioners  work  and  gives  particulars 
respecting  their  post-graduate  specialising.  This  year's 
directory  contains  the  names  of  37,291  practitioners,  or  503 
tnor3  than  in  1902.    'They  are  distributed  as  follows  : — ■ 


Practitioners  Population 

Metropolis                          6,309  4,544,983 

Provincial  England    ...      16,422  26,284,919 

Wales                                1,186  1,698,070 

Scotland                               3,680  4,472,103 

Ireland                              2,641  4,458,775 


30,238  41,458,850 


The  other  7,053  practitioners  are  abroad  or  in  the  services, 
except  19  received  too  late  for  classification.  There  are 
4.117  medical  practitioners  on  the  British  register  who 
practise  abroad,  and  2,917  are  in  the  Naval,  Military,  and 
Indian  Medical  Services.  Our  population-figures  are  taken 
from  "  Whitaker's  Almanac,"  and  are  sufficiently  near  the 
truth  to  show  the  ratics  of  practitioners  to  population,  which 
work  out  as  follows  : — 

United  Kingdom  ...    1    practitioner  to    1,380  people. 


London    1  „  „  750 

Provincial  England  1  ,,  „  1,640 

"Wales    1  „  „  1,540 

Scotland    1  „  „  1,240 

Ireland    „  „  1,710 


The  paucity  of  medical  practitioners  in  Ireland  is  remark- 
able, and  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  poor-law 
inedical  relief  is  prevalent  there,  while  there  is  much  difficulty 
in  obtaining  the  requisite  number  of  medical  practitioners  to 
fill  the  dispensary  appointments :  indeed,  it  has  been 
suggested  that  a  lower  qualification,  such  as  the  old 
apothecaries'  diploma,  should  be  revived  for  these  appoint- 
ments. It  is  notable  that  although  the  ratio  of  medical 
practitioners  to  population  in  Scotland  is  as  1  to  1.240,  each 
doctor  thus  having  from  300  to  400  fewer  to  draw  upon  for 
patients  than  their  colleagues  on  the  southern  side  of  the 
Border,  the  Scotch  doctors  succeed  in  making  a  living 
without,  as  a  rule,  dispensing  their  own  medicines — a  prac- 
tice so  prevalent  in  England  and  Wales  that  it  is  estimated 
ihat  not  inore  than  one  practitioner  out  of  ten  writes 
prescriptions  to  be  dispensed  for  patients  by  their  own 
chemists. 

"  The  Medical  Directory  "  contains  a  variety  of  information 
'respecting  the  medical  profession  and  the  practice  of 
medicine.  The  legal  section  is  concise,  and  the  column  on 
the  sale  of  poisons  should  be  read  by  every  practitioner. 
There  are  particulars  respecting  all  the  hospitals,  dispen- 
saries, and  asylums  in  the  country,  also  of  the  qualifications 
obtainable  of  the  medical  schools  and  official  appointments, 
besides  a  list  of  dental  practitioners.  The  local  lists  of 
doctors  and  dentists  are  particularly  useful.  Three  pages  of 
the  book  are  devoted  to  those  who  hold  titular  distinctions. 
There  is  one  baron  (the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Lister)  and  fourteen 
bironets.  Besides  a  score  or  more  who  hold  various 
knightly  and  other  orders,  there  are  sixty-two  knights  bache- 
1  >rs  in  the  ranks  of  medicine,  and  nineteen  who  have  won 
the  Victoria  Cross. 


The  King's  Sanatorium. 

The  report  of  Sir  William  Broadbent,  the  Chairman  of  King 
Edward's  Advisory  Committee  in  the  matter  of  a  sanatoi  ium 
for  tuberculous  patients,  was  published  in  the  Lancet  of 
January  3.    It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Committee  was 
appointed  to  advise  his  Majesty  as  to  the  best  means  for 
utilising  the  200,000Z.  given  by  Sir  Ernest  Cassel  to  the 
King  for  some  benevolent  purpose.    The  report  tends  to 
emphasise  the  belief  which  was  expressed  by  some  com- 
petent authorities  when  the  conditions  were  announced  that 
these  themselves  were  not  altogether  satisfactory.  The 
authors  of  the  essay  to  which  the  third  prize  (100Z.)  was 
awarded  (Dr.  Morland  and  Mr.  G.  Morland,  architect)  com- 
mence their  treatise  with  the  very  sensible  remark  that,  in 
their  opinion,  "  the  ideal  sanatorium  consists  of  a  series  of 
isolated  huts,  with  windows  on  all  four  sides,  in  which  the 
patients  spend  their  whole  time,  except  when  they  are 
actually  out  in  the  grounds.    Here  they  sleep  and  have  their 
meals,  breathing  the  while  an  atmosphere  beyond  the  risk 
of  contamination."    Neither  of  the  other  authors  (Dr.  Arthur 
Latham,  500Z.,  and  Dr.  F.  J.  Wethered,  200?.)  asserts  the 
same  opinion  so  conclusively,  but  it  may  be  deduced  from 
their  essays.    But  such  a  plan  would  not  have  satisfied  the 
requirements  laid  down  by  the  Advisory  Committee.  Dr. 
Morland  therefore  has  to  climb  down  from  his  ideal,  and  he 
does  so  rather  weakly.    "  On  a  small  scale  this  appears  to 
be  practical ;  but  for  a  sanatorium  of  100  beds  the  difficulties 
of  heating,  cf  carrying  meals,  and  of  supervision  over  so 
large  an  area  render  the  scheme  impossible  with  a  due  re- 
gard to  economy."    The  scheme  not  only  appears  to  be,  but 
is,  carried  out  in  England  on  a  small  scale,  and  is  not  more 
expensive — indeed,  allowing  for  the  more  moderate  original 
cost,  it  is  less  expensive— than  the  one-building  system.  It 
is  not  clear  why  the  proportionate  expense  would  grow  if 
the  plan  were  extended.    The  Advisory  Committee  also 
insisted  on  a  building  for  100  patients  (far  too  many  to  be 
thus  brought  together),  of  whom  88  were  to  be  necessitous 
and  12  well-to-do   (surely  a  bad  arrangement  for  both 
classes).    When  the  prize-scheme  was  announced  it  was 
stated,  "  Brevity  will  be  an  important  consideration."  Dr. 
Latham's  essay  (first  prize)  occupies  forty-two  pages  of  the 
Lancet,  Dr.  Wethered's  (second  prize)  sixteen  pages,  and  Dr. 
Morland's  (third  prize)  ten  pages.   The  first  two  prize-designs 
are  somewhat  similar  in  ground  plan,  both  being  crescent- 
shaped  with,  in  one  case,  verandahs,  and,  in  both,  imposing 
central  buildings.    The  third  design  is  crescent  shape,  but 
the  administrative-block,  dining-rooms,   and  nurses'  and 
doctors'  residences  are  detached.    Dr.  Latham's  plans  show 
a  dispensary  on  the  ground  floor,  and  in  Dr.  Wethered's  essay 
provision  is  made  for  a  drug-storing  room,  as  well  as  a 
dispensary,  and  a  room  is  set  apart  for  dispensing  in 
the  administrative-block  in  Dr.  Morland's  plans.  Provision 
is  made  for  laboratories  for  research  and  observation. 
Dr.  Latham  does  not  propose  to  have  open  fires— he  prefers 
electric  radiators ;  electric  light  would  also  be  used,  and 
sewage  would  be  discharged  into  a  "septic"  tank,  Ken- 
wood's irrigation  system  being  adopted  for  slop-water.  No 
church  or  chapel  is  provided,  as  it  is  undesirable  to  encou. 
rage  patients  to  congregate,  and  no  provision  is  made  f<  r 
games,  as  the  excitement  which  might  result  is  not  good  for 
the  patients.   The  cost  is  not  definitely  stated,  but  sanatoria 
have  cost  from  2502.  to  1,0002.  a  bed.    A  teak  floor  laid  on 
cement  is  what  Dr.  Latham  recommends,  in  preference  to 
covering  the  floor  with  linoleum  or  similar  material.  Every 
effort  is  directed  to  preventing  accumulation  of  dust,  the 
usual  precautions  of  rounded  corners  to  the  walls,  sloping 
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tops  to  the  wardrobes,  and  elevated  furniture,  being  advo- 
cated by  the  essayists.  Ventilation  arrangements  in  the 
bedrooms  are,  in  Dr.  Latham's  essay,  to  be  by  fanlights  and 
open  windows,  other  parts  of  the  building  being  provided 
with  electric  fans  and  shafts  at  the  windows  to  prevent  the 
air  becoming  stagnant.  Dr.  Wethered  roughly  estimates 
that  his  sanatorium  will  cost  48,976'.  Verandahs  are 
allowed,  and  the  warming  is  proposed  to  be  done  on  the 
low-pressure  hot-water  system  with  radiators.  Dr.  Morland 
apologises  for  introducing  verandahs,  as  they  somewhat 
interfere  with  ventilation  and  light.  These  objections  are 
minimised  by  leaving  the  verandah  open  at  the  ends  and 
reducing  the  width  as  much  as  possible.  The  low-pres- 
sure hot-water  system  of  heating  is  advocated  by  Dr. 
Morland.  One  of  the  appendices  to  Dr.  Latham's  essay 
deals  with  methods  of  chemical  disinfection,  and  in  it  chlori- 
nated lime  and  lysol  are  given  as  the  two  best  agents.  Dis- 
infection by  steam  is  the  best  of  the  high-temperature 
methods,  but  for  sputum-bottles  boiling  in  solution  of 
sodium  bicarbonate  is  of  value,  but  must  be  conscientiously 
performed.  We  do  not  pretend  to  do  more  than  skim  these 
valuable  essays,  as  those  who  are  specially  interested  in  the 
subject  cannot  do  better  than  read  the  full  text. 


German  Trade  and  Trusts. 

Dr.  Frederick  Rose,  his  Majesty's  Consul  at  Stuttgart,  in 
his  report  on  the  trade  of  Wurtemberg  during  1901  and  part 
of  1902,  deals  with  many  problems  affecting  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  German  Empire.  Surveying  the  industrial 
conditions  during  1901  and  the  causes  leading  up  to  the 
depression,  which  were  dealt  with  in  this  journal  last  year, 
he  attributes  the  present  state  of  German  industries  to  over- 
production, with  its  concomitant  symptoms.  These  are 
want  of  enterprise  and  confidence,  decline  of  demand,  fall 
in  prices,  increase  of  ruinous  competition,  reduction  in  the 
hours  of  work,  dismissal  of  workmen,  accumulation  and 
consequent  deterioration  of  goods  in  warehouses,  and  a  great 
fall  in  the  demand  for  superior  goods  and  articles  of  luxury. 
Although  Dr.  Rose  does  not  single  out  the  chemical- trade  in 
this  respect,  it  is  notorious  that  the  baneful  influence  of 
over-production  is  still  being  felt,  as  may  be  judged  from 
the  low  prices  prevailing  for  such  articles  as  acetanilide,  car- 
bolic acid,  oxalic  acid,  chlorate  of  potash,  bleaching-powder, 
acetic  acid,  salicylic  acid,  sulphonal,  and  vanillin.  As  regards 
carbolic  acid  there  was  a  considerable  fall  in  price  in 
1901-2,  owing  to  the  manufacture  of  the  synthetic  article 
from  benzol.  This  was  the  direct  result  of  the  prohibition 
of  the  exportation  of  phenols  from  this  country  in  January, 
1930.  This  killed  our  carbolic- trade  with  Germany.  Dr. 
Rose's  remarks  about  cinchona  are  carious.  He  says : 
'•The  hope  is  expressed  that  the  new  plantations  in  Ceylon 
and  Britii-h  India  may  be  increased  in  size,  as  prices  de- 
manded by  the  Java  planters  seem  to  be  regarded  as 
abnormally  high.''  Evidently,  he  is  not  aware  that  Ceylon 
and  British  India  send  us  infinitesimal  quantities  compared 
with  Java,  and  that  the  output  from  those  countries  tends 
to  decrease,  especially  as  regards  Ceylon,  while  the  Java 
prices  could  scarcely  be  lower  than  they  are.  Dr.  Rose 
takes  a  gloomy  view  of  German  industries  generally, 
and  it  is  evident  that  the  Empire  will  have'  to 
overcome  many  difficulties  before  it  can  attain  the 
position  it  held  previous  to  the  era  of  artificial 
activity.  One  significant  sentence  in  the  report  is,  "  If,  in 
spite  of  all  unfavourable  symptoms,  the  export  statistics 
show  an  increase,  this  is  not  necessarily  a  healthy  sign  of 
capacity  for  competition  and  of  possession  of  capital,  but 
may  be  explained  by  the  assumption  that  the  export  has 


been  forced  and  disposed  of  at  unremunerative  prices  with 
the  object  of  relieving  the  pressure  and  congestion  of  the 
home  market."  This  condition  has  been  appreciated  by 
British  traders  who  have  to  meet  German  competition  in 
home  markets,  and  as  our  foreign  trade  has  been  built  up  on 
the  opposite  principle  it  is  some  gratification  to  know  that 
the  German  method  is  not  succeeding  so  admirably ;  but 
this  should  not  blind  us  to  the  fact  that  the  quickest  way  to 
get  into  an  existing  market  is  to  cut  prices  and  thus  squeeze 
out  the  older  traders.  Buyers  suffer  for  it  in  the  long  run, 
and  in  such  a  market  as  the  United  Kingdom  indigenoi  s- 
industries  are  killed. 

Dr.  Rose  also  calls  attention  to  the  increasing  number  of 
trusts  in  Germany.  They  have  grown  to  such  a  degree,  and 
the  extent  of  their  operations  is  so  far-reaching,  that  the 
Government  has  decided  to  institute  an  investigation  into 
their  formation,  organisation,  and  effects  upon  trade  and 
consumption.  At  the  beginning  of  1902  Germany  had  aboi  t 
380  trusts,  of  which  nearly  300  were  organised  by  manu- 
facturers and  the  remainder  by  dealers.  Since  then  the 
number  has  risen  to  400.  of  which  the  chemical  industries 
contribute  proportionately  the  largest  number.  At  the 
present  time  negotiations  are  taking  place  in  Germany  for 
the  formation  of  a  Central  European  Electrical  Trust,  and  in 
spite  of  the  many  obstacles  to  be  overcome  it  is  probable 
that  it  will  be  formed.  Dr.  Rose  instances  cases  in  which 
the  exorbitant  demands  of  some  trusts  has  led  to  the 
formation  of  opposition  trusts  ;  thus  the  beetroot  cultivators 
formed  a  trust  to  pjrotect  themselves  against  the  sugar- 
manufacturers.  The  results  of  the  Government  investiga- 
tions will  be  made  known  in  a  special  official  publication, 
and  are  eagerly  expected  by  the  interested  parties.  In  the 
meantime  the  principal  German  trusts  have  taken  steps  to 
form  a  combination  of  all  the  trusts  in  the  Empire.  This  )-• 
affiliated  to  the  Association  of  German  Manufacturers,  and 
its  object  is  to  influence  legislation  which  may  be  against 
their  interests. 


Weights  and  Measures. 

The  report  by  the  Board  of  Trade  on  their  proceedings  ancJ 
work  under  the  Weights  and  Measures  Acts  has  just  been 
circulated.  One  of  the  principal  pieces  of  business  has  been 
the  comparison  of  the  four  parliamentary  copies  of  the 
standards,  deposited  at  the  Royal  Mint,  with  the  Royal 
Society,  in  the  Royal  Observatory,  Greenwich,  and  at  the 
Standards  Department  respectively.  The  yard  and  pound 
were  the  standards  compared,  and  it  was  minutely  done. 
The  results  show  that  the  standard  yards  are  subject  to 
small  irregular  variations,  rather  than  that  they  have  been 
affected  by  changes  of  a  progressive  or  cumulative  character. 
The  greatest  variations  found  were  -  lu  ™au 0  inch  and 
+  T5u7uguui>  inch.  In  the  case  of  the  pound-weights  the 
weighings  were  made  in  the  basement  of  the  Jewel  Tower  at 
the  Standards  Department,  and  the  balance  used  was  one 


wholly  enclosed  in  a  copper  case.  The  oscillations  of  the 
balance-beam  were  observed  by  means  of  a  telescope  to  one- 
tenth  of  a  division  of  the  index-scale  by  two  observers,  the 
mean  value  of  one  division  being  0  0038  gr.  The  position  of 
equilibrium  in  every  case  was  deduced  from  four  oscillations. 
The  weighings,  after  making  corrections  for  temperature* 
pressure,  and  hygrometer-reading,  gave  a  mean  difference 
in.  vacuo  of  0  00284  gr.    The  new  designs  of  the  verification- 
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marks  now  stamped,  engraved,  etched,  or  otherwise  marked 
on  weights  and  measures  are  shown  in  the  sketch.  The 
■question  as  to  the  "  one  reputed  pint,"  mentioned  in  Child 
Messengers  Act  as  the  least  quantity  of  liquor  that  can  be 
■delivered  in  a  sealed  vessel  to  a  child,  has  been  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  there  is  no  standard 
for  a  reputed  pint,  and  local  inspectors  therefore  cannot 
stamp  vessels  or  bottles  of  such  a  denomination. 

The  B.P.  as  a  Standard. 

The  remarks  by  Mr.  F.  J.  Gibson,  of  Wolverhampton,  in 
regard  to  the  introduction  of  popular  names  as  synonyms 
for  pharmacopoeial  medicines,  recall  the  fact  that  this  was 
■done  by  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  in  consequence  of  the  expressed  desire  of 
pharmacists  themselves,  or  rather  those  who  were  permitted 
to  speak  for  them  without  protest.  About  a  dozen  years  ago 
there  was  a  mania  for  this  sort  of  thing,  several  writers — 
mostly  young  men — drawing  up  lists  of  popular  names 
■which  they  considered  should  be  attached  to  pharmacopoeial 
articles.  We  protested,  and  Dr.  Attfield  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed in  his  annual  reports  the  significance  of  the  innova- 
tions. Pharmacists  had  to  choose  between  the  ethical 
advantage  of  pharmaceutical  uniformity  and  the  forensic 
■disadvantage  of  popular  wants  being  coupled  with  medical 
requirements.  They  chose  the  former  then,  but  with  ex- 
tended experience  of  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  we 
•daresay  the  majority  would  not  again  be  so  precipitate. 

A  Growl. 

The  arrangements  made  for  the  examination  of  pharma- 
ceutical examinees  at  Galen  Place  cause  a  good  deal  of 
grumbling  amongst  provincial  candidates,  and  an  excep- 
tionally loud  growl  comes  to  us  from  a  teacher  who  voices 
the  thoughts  of  candidates.  On  the  present  occasion  the 
Major  practical  commenced  on  Saturday,  December  23, 
which  necessitated  provincial  men  leaving  home  on  Boxing 
Day,  and  staying  in  town  for  at  least  four  nights.  That 
might  have  been  arranged  differently.  The  growler  also 
complains  that  the  examinations  generally  commenced  on 
Monday,  and  provincial  candidates  had  to  leave  home  on 
Sunday  night  tj  get  to  London  in  time.  There  is  little 
ground  for  complaint  here.  Monday  cannot  be  converted 
into  dies  non,  and  the  inconvenience  is  shared  by  compara- 
tively few  of  the  Minor  candidates.  At  any  rate,  the  Regis- 
trar's deaf  ear  is  not  usually  turned  to  growlers,  and  perhaps 
foe  will  look  intj  these  matters  with  a  view  to  remedying 
them  if  possible. 

Alimentary  Inefficiency 

In  politics  and  in  commerce,  Lord  Rosebery  has  told  us, 
the  nation  is  inefficient.  Not  to  be  outdone,  Sir  James 
Crichton  Browne  now  warns  us  that  the  inefficiency  has 
extended  to  our  alimentary  canals.  Sir  James  is  President 
of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Association,  and  he  addressed  the 
Association  recently  on  the  dangers  to  public  health  in  food. 
After  dilating  on  the  advantages  of  antisepticism  in 
•legulating  our  shopping  and  cookery,  and  the  absolute 
■necessity  for  the  sanitary  supervision  of  pork-pies  and  oyster- 
beds,  the  oratorical  knight  said  there  is  strong  evidence 
that  modern  civilisation  and  habits  of  life  tend  towards 
alimentary  inefficiency,  and  therefore  to  diminish  resistance 
to  the  pathogenic  bacteria  harboured  in  food.  Dyspepsia  is 
■omnipresent,  diseases  of  the  stomach  are  more  frequent  than 
formerly,  an  I  are  often  attributable  to  nervous  failure.  The 
^prevalence  of  an  atonic  and  languid  condition  of  the  bowel 
is  attested  by  the  enormous  consumption  of  aperient  mineral 
waters,  and  here  again  certain  diseases  present  themselves 
with  increasing  frequency.  He  was  inclined  to  think  that 
the  fashionable  appendicitis  now  so  prevalent  must  be 


largely  ascribed  to  indigestion  as  the  result  of  imperfect 
mastication  and  of  the  hurry  and  drive  of  modern  business- 
life  with  consequent  nervous  incompetency.  There  is  without 
doubt  widespread  alimentary  inefficiency  to  reckon  with , 
arising  in  part  out  of  the  debility  left  behind  by  miasmatic 
diseases  diminishing  the  power  of  the  system's  resistance  to 
food-borne  bacteria.  The  prevention  of  preventible  disease 
by  sanitary  measures  would  reduce  the  amount  of  this 
inefficiency  and  strengthen  constitutional  resistance.  Sir 
James  might  have  suggested  periodical  inspection  and  dis- 
infection of  the  alimentary  canals — work  which  could  well 
have  been  delegated  to  a  special  section  of  the  omniscient 
Association  of  which  he  is  the  distinguished  President. 

Dentists  Act  Decisions. 

A  few  weeks  ago  we  reported  a  case  from  the  provinces 
in  which  a  dentist's  son  was  fined  under  the  Dentists  Act 
for  keeping  his  deceased  father's  doorplate  on  his  house,  the 
business  going  on  as  usual.  To-day  we  report  a  case  on  all- 
fours  with  it,  except  that  the  defendant  in  the  present  case 
purchased  the  practice  of  a  dentist  (now  dead),  and  has  con- 
tinued using  his  predecessor's  doorplate,  &c,  with  the  dental 
titles  thereon.  The  defendant  was  not  a  registered  dentist, 
yet  the  West  London  Magistrate  unhesitatingly  dismissed 
the  summons,  being  of  opinion  that  there  is  in  the  Dentists 
Act  "no  straightforward  attempt  to  debar  an  unqualified 
man  from  acting  as  a  dentist,"  That  is  perfectly  true  ;  but 
the  Magistrate  appears  not  to  have  realised  that  the  use  of 
titles  is  a  totally  different  matter.  If  his  decision  were 
to  be  generally  acted  upon,  pharmacy  as  well  as  dentistry 
would  soon  be  riddled  by  unqualified  persons,  each  trading 
as  "  successor  to  John  Smith,  chemist  and  druggist."  For- 
tunately there  are  precedents  to  the  contrary  as  regards  the 
Pharmacy  Act. 

The  Conservation  of  Matter. 

In  a  recent  paper  Professor  Armstrong  said  that,  as  the 
balance  inculcates  thrift  and  morality  generally,  weighing 
should  be  so  constantly  resorted  to  that  it  becomes  an 
absolute  habit.  He  said  if  Kipling  could  but  be  persuaded 
to  write  a  song  with  the  refrain  "  Weigh  !  Weigh  !  Weigh  !  " 
which  could  be  hummed  by  girls  during  their  lessons  in 
practical  work  in  science,  as  well  as  sung  on  State  occa- 
sions, he  would  be  doing  education  good  service.  Kipling 
did  not  respond,  but  the  Central  Gazette  did,  and  that 
usually  ponderous  and  severely  scientific  organ,  the  Chemical 
News,  has  reprinted  the  effusion.  The  following  will  show 
the  style  : — 

When  you've  used  up  all  the  borax,  and  the  baa  la  no  longer 
charm, 

When  you've  made  sufficient  sulphuretted  stench, 
Will  you  kindly  drop  a  rider  on  the  graduated  arm 

Of  the  little  Becker  balance  on  the  bench  ? 
You  have  learnt  a  lot  of  symbols,  long  equations,  and  the  rest, 

And  of  these  just  like  a  parrot  you  can  chatter  ; 
But  have  you  thought  of  trying  on  your  own  account  to  test 

The  Indestructibility  of  Matter  ? 

Gram  weight,  drachm  weight,  weight  of  a  hundrel  grains 

(Fifty  thousand  boys  and  girls — it's  all  the  same  to-day — 
Each  of  them  doing  his  own  research,  each  of  them  using  his 
brains) ; 

Put  the  weights  in  the  balance-pan  and  weigh  !  weigh  !  weigh ! 

We  are  not  surprised  at  Kipling  jibbing  at  a  chemical 
rhyme ;  but  the  Central  Gazette  rhymester  not  only  knows  his 
chemistry,  but  can  write  a  passable  parody. 

Portuguese  Stamp-duty  on  Medicines. — It  is  provided 
that,  under  the  terms  of  existing  legislation,  the  Portuguese 
Government  will  collect  a  duty  of  50  reis  on  pharmaceutical 
specialities  and  mineral  waters  of  foreign  manufacture,  and 
a  duty  of  10  reis  on  pharmaceutical  specialities  of  national 
manufacture,  established  by  a  law  of  July  19  last,  and  that 
this  duty  will  be  collected  by  means  of  a  special  stamp. 
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Citron  ©U. 

[A  communication  from  the  London  Essence 
Company's  Research  Laboratory.] 


AN  article  by  Dr.  S.  Gulli  on  citron  oil  published  in  this 
Journal  (January  3,  page  22),  in  which  he  fully  confirms 
the  results  previously  obtained  by  our  chemists  (vide  Analyst, 
26,  1901,  page  260,  and  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  61, 
1902,  page  132),  and  also  further  confirmed  by  Mr.  Staven- 
hagen,  who  used  the  oil  expressed  from  the  fruit  of  cedrini 
this  season,  leads  us  to  refer  to  Messrs.  Schimmel's  state- 
ments concerning  this  oil  made  in  the  April  and  October 
reports  of  last  year.  They  now  repudiate  the  sample  of 
citron  oil  (having  such  remarkable  constants)  that  we 
obtained  from  them  and  reported  upon  (with  others)  in  the 
article  above  referred  to,  they  shift  the  blame  (if  any)  on  to 
their  forwarding  departments  "  Led  astray  by  the  name 
'  citron  oil,'  lemon  oil  (citronen  oil)  has  been  sent  off  instead 
of  citron  oil  (cedro  oil).  But  even  when  this  possibility  is 
admitted  the  figures  giren  for  the  supposed  citron  oil  are 
somewhat  remarkable."  We  cannot  help  pointing  out  to 
Messrs.  Schimmel  that  if  the  sample  that  we  examined  was 
lemon  oil  it  was  certainly  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
lemon  oils  that  we  haw  ever  met  with,  and  as  such  must 
be  looked  upen  with  grave  suspicion.  Be  this  as  it  may,  and 
in  the  face  of  such  overwhelming  evidence  we  feel  certain 
that  Messrs.  Schimmel  will  have  to  reconsider  their  position 
in  regard  to  citron  oil,  and  accept  the  figures  as  previously 
given  by  us  and  now  confirmed  by  Messrs.  Gulli  and  Staven- 
hagen.  Dr.  Gulli  in  his  latest  article  gives  some  interesting 
figures  as  to  how  citron  oil  may  be  adulterated  and 
imitations,  in  fact,  made  to  have  the  correct  sp.  gr.  and 
opt.  rot.  without  the  use  of  citron  oil  at  all.  We  have 
previously  pointed  out  that  all  such  adulterants  are  easily 
detected  by  distilling  in  vacuo  100  c.c.  of  the  oil  and 
separating  into  two  fractions  of  10  c.c.  and  80  c.c.  each,  and 
steam-distilling  the  residual  oil  which  should  be  carefully 
measured.  In  this  way  mixture  A  would  show  for  the  first 
10  per  cent,  a  rotation  considerably  lower  than  the  original 
oil,  whereas  it  should  be  6°-7°  higher  for  citron  oil.  Again 
the  aldehyde  content  of  the  third  fraction  would  be  about 
25  per  cent,  instead  of  50-52  per  cent,  for  a  genuine  oil. 
Similar  differences  would  be  found  for  mixture  B  (we  have 
no  figures  for  sweet  lemon  oil),  but  in  any  case  the  aldehyde 
content  would  be  considerably  below  the  normal  amount, 
and  of  course  the  same  kind  of  differences,  only  in  varying 
degrees,  would  be  found  for  Dr.  Gulli's  citron  oils — A,  B,  C, 
&  D.  For  oils  of  this  class  the  mere  determination  of  sp.  gr. 
and  opticalrotation  is  practically  useless  for  detecting  ad  ul  tera- 
tion.  Citron  oil  expressed  to  our  special  order  and  just  received 
gives  the  following  analytical  data,  to  which  we  add  the 
distillation  numbers  of  mixtures  as  described  by  Gulli. 

Rotations  au  in  100-m.m.  tubes ;  sp.  gr.  at  15°  C. ;  refractive 
indices  ND  and  Zeiss  readings  (Butvro  refractometer)  corrected 
to  20°  C. 


Pare  Citron 
Oil  30%  .. 

Mixture  A, 
n.a  above, 
70% 


lief.  Index  = 


ip.  gr. 


Rotation    =  +  79°30'i 


Rota- 
tions 

Zeiss 
Read- 
ings 

Refract 
Indices 

A'd-- 
hydic 
Content 
3rd  frac- 
tion 

+  85°  55' 

710 

1-4733 

+86°  5' 
+  16°  33' 

71-9 
84  3 

1-4735 
1-4E03 

53% 

+  77°  6' 

71-2 

1-4733 

+S5°  10' 

71-3 

1-4733 

3:% 

+  47°  10' 

76-3 

1-4763 

+78' 13' 

71-1 

1-4730 

+86°  3  V 
+  29°  30' 

71-6 
79-7 

1-4734 
1-4783 

41% 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures  that  this  season's  oil  is 
practically  identical  with  that  originally  reported  on  by  Mr. 
Herbert  E.  Burgess.  There  is  also  found  in  it  a  large  amount 
of  silky  crystals,  which  appear  to  be  quite  a  characteristic  of 
true  citron  oil. 


flDarrtages. 


Crabtree— Butcher. — At  Christ  Church,  Blackpool,  on 
December  30,  Abraham  Lord  Crabtree,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Rochdale,  to  Nellie,  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  Elijah  Butcher, 
of  Blackpool. 

Horlick — Cunliffe-Martin. — At  Christ  Church,  Chel- 
tenham, on  December  31,  by  the  Rev.  C.  V.  Childe,  LL.D., 
Canon  of  Gloucester  Cathedral,  Ernest  Burford,  eldest  son  of 
J.  Horlick,  J.P.,  D.L.,  High  Sheriff,  Gloucestershire  (pro- 
prietor of  Horlick's  malted  milk),  to  Jittie,  second  daughter 
of  Colonel  Cunliffe-Martin,  C.B.,  of  Delmar,  Cheltenham. 

Robertson — Law. — At  Inverness,  on  December  26,  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Black,  United  Free  High  Church,  Alexander 
Hamilton  Robertson,  chemist  and  druggist  (of  Messrs.  Parke, 
Davis  &  Co.),  Manchester,  to  Margaret  Jane,  fourth  daughter 
of  Mr.  George  Law,  sculptor,  Inverness. 

Smith — Davies. — At  St.  Michael's  Church,  Bettws-y- 
Cced,  on  January  2,  by  the  Rev.  A.  O.  Evans,  of  Bettws-y- 
Coed,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  E.  Evans,  of  Llansadwrn,  Thomas 
Connell,  younger  son  of  the  late  Peter  Shanklie  Smith  of 
Edinburgh,  and  partner  in  the  firm  of  Messrs.  T.  &  H.  Smith 
&  Co.,  Edinburgh  and  London,  to  Louise  Conway,  elder 
daughter  of  the  late  Dr.  Jesse  Conway  Davies,  of  Bsfctws-y- 
Coed,  N.,  Wales. 


E>eatb0. 


Bluett. — On  January  4,  at  16  Alexandra  Road,  Wimble- 
don, Mr.  William  Reginald  Bluett,  chemist  and  druggist. 
Aged  79. 

Duplock. —  On  December  31,  at  Ashford,  Kent,  Mr.  John 
Duplock,  pill-manufacturer.    Aged  64. 

Hearnshaw. — At  Spalding,  on  December  30,  Lizzie  Ann, 
wife  of  Mr.  Frank  O.  Hearnshaw,  chemist,  Hastings. 

Loan. — At  West  Hartlepool,  on  December  31,  Mi-.  J.  Loan. 
Aged  46.  Mr.  Loan,  who  was  for  many  years  dispensing 
assistant  to  Dr.  E.  R.  Davis,  J.P.,  was  a  member  of  the  West 
Hartlepool  Town  Council. 

Matthews. — On  December  31,  from  blood-poisoning,  Mr. 
Ernest  Matthews,  chemist  and  dentist,  of  High  Street, 
Royston.  Mr.  Matthews  succeeded  his  father  in  business 
some  years  ago,  and  his  sudden  end  has  come  as  a  painful 
shock  to  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  He  was  closely  identified 
with  the  affairs  of  the  town,  which  is  situated  on  the  borders 
of  Cambridgeshire  and  Hertfordshire.  He  was  Captain  of 
the  local  Fire  Brigade,  a  member  of  the  Urban  District 
Council,  and  Secretary  to  the  Independent  Foresters'  Society  ; 
he  also  held  several  other  semi-official  appointments. 

Pratt. — At  Petersham,  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  on 
October  21,  William  Pratt,  chemist.  Aged  78.  Mr.  Pratt 
was  born  at  Honiton,  England,  and  went  to  Australia  fifty 
years  ago. 

Sabine. — At  Southport,  Queensland,  recently  John  Ran- 
dolph Sabine.  Aged  75.  Mr.  Sabine  was  registered  by  the 
Queensland  Medical  Board  thirty  years  ago  on  the  strength 
of  his  British  qualification. 

Thompson. — At  Bakewell,  on  January  1,  Mr.  John  Thomp- 
son, chemist  and  druggist.  Aged  46.  Mr.  Thompson,  had 
carried  on  business  in  King  Street,  Bakewell,  for  the  past 
quarter  of  a  century.  He  was  for  several  years  a  member  of 
the  old  Bakewell  Local  Board  of  Health.  He  was  also 
overseer  for  the  parish  of  Bakewell,  and  took  a  great  interest 
in  local  affairs  generally,  besides  acting  for  several  years  as 
a  churchwarden  and  siclesmanof  the  Bakewell  Parish  Church 
He  leaves  a  widow  and  four  children. 

Williams. — At  104  Heyworth  Street,  Everton,  Liverpool 
on  Januarv  5,  Mr.  Thorn  is  Williams,  chemist  an  1  druggist 
Aged  59.  * 
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Mtnter  Session. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

London  Section. 

The  usual  monthly  meeting  was  held  on  January  5  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  W.  Mr. 
W.  F.  Reid  was  in  the  chair.  The  meeting  was  a  short  one, 
the  papers  being  of  a  nature  that  precluded  lengthy  discus- 
sion, and  both  the  authors  disclaimed  that  their  communica- 
tions had  any  practical  side.    The  first  paper  was  a  note  on 

THE  FLUORESCENCE  OF  NAPHTHALIC  ANHYDRIDE, 

by  Dr.  J.  T.  Hewitt,  in  which,  after  discussion  of  theories 
of  fluorescence,  it  was  stated  that  experiments  demonstrated 
that  naphthalic  anhydride  in  sulphuric-acid  solution  shows  a 
fluorescence.  The  lecturer  has  not  been  able  to  isolate  a 
sulphate,  but  thinks  it  exists  in  solution.  The  theory  was 
propounded  that  -molecules  showing  double  symmetrical 
tautomerism  are  fluorescent,  the  blackboard  being  soon 
covered  with  "villa  residence"  formulas  to  make  the  theory 
plain. 

Dr.  Foster  and  Professor  Green  had  something  to  say  on 
theoretical  bearings,  and  Dr.  Power  remarked  on  the  fact 
that  quinine  sulphate  was  fluorescent  whilst  the  hydro- 
chloride was  not.  It  was  also  stated  that  the  addition  of 
hydrochloric  acid  to  a  solution  of  quinine  sulphate  eliminated 
the  fluorescence.  There  seemed  to  be  a  similar  effect  here  to 
that  noticed  by  the  lecturer  in  the  case  of  the  sulphuric-acid 
solution  of  naphthalic  anhydride. 

Dr.  Hewitt,  in  reply,  said  his  experiments  were  in  connec- 
tion with  green  fluorescence,  but  he  believed  that  the 
phenomenon  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Power  was  due  to  the  fact  that 
hydrochloric  acid  cuts  off  the  fluorescent  rays. 

The  next  paper  was  by  Dr.  Lewkowitsch  on 

THE  SAPONIFICATION  OF  FATS  AND  OILS  BY  MEANS  OF 
DILUTE  ACIDS. 

The  title  should  rather  have  been,  the  lecturer  explained, 
hydrolysis  than  saponification,  and  he  warned  the  soap- 
makers  that  he  did  not  propose  to  show  a  method  of  making 
soap  with  acid.  The  paper  was  a  preliminary  note  on  some 
experiments  in  which  it  was  found  that  whereas  dilute 
sulphuric  acid  has  no  effect  on  commercial  oils  and  fats,  dilute 
hydrochloric  acid  exerts  a  hydrolysing  effect,  amounting  in 
the  case  of  cocoanut  oil  to  as  much  as  9  per  cent.,  and  with 
tallow  5  per  cent.  The  fats  were  digested  for  some  hours 
with  the  dilute  acid  to  get  these  results,  even  more  pro- 
nounced hydrolysis  taking  place  if  the  acid  were  drawn  off 
and  replaced  by  fresh  solution  from  time  to  time.  The 
hydrochloric  acid  seems  to  act  as  a  catalytic  agent,  which 
led  to  further  experiments  with  metallic  salts  such  as  zinc 
and  copper  sulphates,  but  nothing  was  gained.  The  hydrolysis, 
it  was  suggested,  is  due  to  the  glycerides  present  in  the  fats. 
Dr.  Lewkowitsch  then  had  something  to  say  on  fat-splitting 
enzymes,  the  enzymes  of  pig's  liver  and  castor-oil  seeds  being 
employed.  About  3  per  cent,  of  cotton-seed  oil  was  hydrolysed 
by  the  enzyme  of  pig's  liver. 

Dr.  Rideal  thought  the  saponification  of  fats  in  sewage 
effluents  might  be  due  tohydrolytic  changes  :  that  hydrolysis 
took  place  he  was  convinced. 

The  Chairman  made  a  few  remarks,  chiefly  on  the  enzyme 
question;  and  Dr.  Lewkowitsch  replied.  He  thought  that 
the  sewage  results  spoken  of  by  Dr.  Rideal  were  due  to 
bacteria,  not  enzymes,  and  proceeded  to  speak  of  a  patent 
German  process  of  obtaining  fat  from  sewage.  It  was 
stated  that  a  product  containing  70  per  cent,  of  saponifiable 
matter  had  been  obtained,  but  the  expense  of  the  process 
would,  the  speaker  thought,  be  fatal  to  the  method  as  a 
commercial  one. 

The  Chairman  announced  that  Mr.  Gordon  Salamon,  Mr. 
A.  R.  Ling,  and  himself  had  been  been  appointed  delegates 
to  the  International  Congress  of  Applied  Chemistry  to  be  held 
in  Berlin  in  a  few  months.  It  was  also  announced  that  at  the 
next  meeting  there  would  be  a  discussion  on  duty-free 
alcohol,  and  that  an  extra  meeting  would  probably  be  held 
in  February  owing  to  the  number  of  papers  which  had  been 
offered  to  the  Society. 


Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association, 
held  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  Parlour  on  Tuesday  night  last,  the 
President  (Mr.  R.  C.  Walshaw)  was  in  the  chair,  and  there 
were  also  present  Mr.  Broadhead,  of  Batley,  Messrs.  Akam, 
Needham,  Swift,  Shaw,  and  Johnson  (Secretary).  The 
meeting  spent  some  time  in  discussing  the  details  of  pre- 
paration for  the  annual  dinner  to  be  held  on  January  21  (see 
page  61),  and  it  was  decided  to  issue  invitations  for  the 
dinner  to  the  Associations  at  Leeds,  Bradford,  Sheffield, 
Barnsley,  Wakefield,  Halifax,  and  Dewsbury,  so  as  to  make 
it  a  West  Riding  dinner. 


Blackpool  Chemists'  Association. 

The  moathly  meeting  was  held  at  the  Palatine  Hotel, 
Blackpool,  on  Tuesday,  January  6.  There  were  present : 
Messrs.  Laurie,  Ashton,  Johnson,  Keeley,  Buckley,  Boothroyd, 
Harlow,  Moyson,  and  Sankey  (Hon.  Secretary).  Several  new 
members  were  elected.  The  President  (Mr.  Laurie) 
mentioned  the  coming  visit  of  the  Society's  Secretary  to 
Preston,  referring  to  the  importance  of  a  good  representative 
number  appearing  from  the  local  Association. 

The  Committee  reported  satisfactory  progress  with  the 
arrangements  for  dinner  which  is  to  be  held  at  the  Palatine 
Hotel  on  Wednesday,  Jan  uary  14. 


Torquay  Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  this  Association  recently  held  the  Hon. 
Secretary  (Mr.  J.  Young)  reported  that  he  had  received 
subscriptions  amounting  to  11. 15*.  for  the  Drug-trade  Appeal 
Fund,  which  he  had  forwarded  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones. 

Satisfaction  was  expressed  at  the  Jesuits  of  the  recent 
P.A.T.A.  Convention,  and  it  was  hoped  that  many  more 
manufacturers  would  see  their  way  to  fixing  minimum  prices 
for  their  articles. 

A  vote  of  sympathy  with  Mr.  J  P.  Tomlin  in  his  recent 
illness  was  passed,  and  Mr.  John  Taylor  was  congratulated 
on  his  election  as  Mayor  of  Torquay. 

Poison  Bottles. 

An  impromptu  discussion  then  took  place  on  the  way  some 
wholesale  houses  send  out  poisons.  An  instance  was  men- 
tioned where  prussic  acid  was  sent  out  in  a  plain  white  vial 
labelled  in  black  and  white,  the  word  l:  Poison"  being  incon- 
spicuous. To  comply  with  the  poison  regulations  the  chemist 
had  to  rebottle  such  drugs  [Not  always. — Editor],  whilst  a 
little  forethought  on  the  part  of  wholesale  houses  in  using 
ribbed  bottles  would  render  such  a  proceeding  unnecessary. 


Grimsby  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  January  6  (Mr.  C.  Wilson, 
Vice-President)  in  the  chair,  to  receive  the  report  of  the 
delegate  who  attended 

The  P.A.T.A.  Convention. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Colley,  who  had  attended,  spoke  of  the 
importance  of  the  meeting  both  in  attendance  and  results. 
He  was  greatly  struck  with  the  speeches  of  Messrs.  Daven- 
port and  Hirst,  manufacturers,  who  have  been  on  the  P.A.T.A. 
list  practically  from  the  commencement,  and  who  expressed 
their  assurance  that  the  P.A.T.A.  method  is  the  most  satis- 
factory for  protection.  Mr.  Colley  was  strongly  of  opinion 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  chemists  to  support  organisations  like 
the  P.A.T.A.,  which  work  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  of  the 
craft,  and  not  to  leave  it  to  the  few  to  bear  all  the  burden 
while  the  whole  participates  in  the  benefits.  He  specially 
appealed  to  his  fellow-members. 

In  the  discussion  that  followed  it  was  unanimously  decided 
that  the  P.A.T.A.  only  wanted  strongly  supporting  in  order 
to  work  great  benefits  for  the  trade,  and  a  resolution  was 
passed  agreeiog  with  the  Convention. 

It  was  also  resolved  to  send  the  following  resolution  to 
those  manufacturers  who  had  answered  favoural  ly  the 
invitation  to  be  present  at  the  Convention  : — 

That  this  Association  being  of  opinion  that  many  manufacture]  s 
of  proprietary  articles  are  favourable  to  the  resolutions  passed  a 
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the  recent  P.A.T.  \.  Convention,  respectfully  asks  you  to  consider 
the  advisability  of  pi  icing  your  prepirations  on  the  P.A.T.A.  pro- 
tected-list ;  for,  while  expressing  appreciation  of  the  interest 
already  taken  in  this  forward  movement  by  several  important 
firms,  this  Association  believes  that  immediate  cooperation  on 
the  part  of  mxnufacturers  will  produce  most  satisfactory  results 
to  all  proprietors  who  assist  the  movement. 

The  Chairman  thanked  Mr.  Colley  for  the  able  way  in 
which  li 3  had  represented  the  Association. 


Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society 
of  Ireland. 

The  committee  of  this  Society  met  at  the  offices,  Royal  Avenue, 
Belfast,  on  December  30,  Mr.  Robert  Cambridge  (Carrick- 
fergus)  in  the  chair.  The  otner  members  present  were  :  Messrs. 
McConkey,  Carse,  W.  Haslett,  Seifforn,  Walsh,  Martin, 
Tosh,  Acheson,  Brown,  R.  Jamison,  Frackelton,  Bmby, 
Graham,  and  the  Hon.  Secretary.  Miss  Perrot  was  elected  a 
m3mber  of  the  Society,  and  Messrs.  F.  A.  Reiley,  James 
McArdle,  and  D.  A.  Taylor  associates.  The  report  of  the 
committee  which  has  charge  of  the  question  of  the  annual 
musical  evening  was  considered  satisfactory,  and  the  event 
was  fixed  for  January  28  in  the  Assembly  Hall,  May  Street. 

Fixed  Prices. 
The  report  of  the  Prices  Committee  showed  that  progress 
had  been  made,  and  an  arrangement  is  in  progress  which, 
when  completed,  will  enable  retailers  to  sell  proprietary 
articles  at  a  fair  margin  of  profit,  and  prevent  underselling. 
The  committee  meet  weekly,  and  expect  to  present  a  report 
before  February  1.  The  annual  business  meeting  of  the 
Society  was  fixed  for  February  18,  at  8  o'clock,  and  the 
annual  social  for  members  on  February  25. 


Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association. 

Mr.  S.  Phillips  presided  over  the  meeting  held  on  Monday, 
January  5,  at  the  Star  and  Garter  Hotel,  Wolverhampton. 
Mr.  F.  J.  Gibson  read  a  paper  entitled 

Pharmacopoeia  and  Dispensing  Notes. 
He  first  dealt  with  the  recent  discussion  on  standardisation 
of  medicines  initiated  by  Mr.  John  C.  Umney,  and  quoted  from 
Dr.  John  Attfield's  remarks  on  the  subject,  pointing  out  that 
it  was  apparently  the  intention  of  the  B.P.  authorities  to 
make  the  work  apply  to  medicines  sold,  as  they  embodied 
such  synonyms  as  elixir  of  vitriol,  Gregory's  powder,  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre,  and  milk  of  sulphur.  In  speaking  of  physio- 
logical standardisation,  he  suggested  that  idiocyncrasy  of  the 
animal  may  vitiate  the  results,  and  proceeded  to  give  points 
from  personal  experience  in  making  B.P.  preparations,  from 
which  we  quote  : — 

Oleatc  of  Mercury. — I  have  not  been  able  to  dissolve  2  oz.  of 
powdered  hard  soap  in  11  oz.  of  water  as  directed  in  the  B.P. 
Several  more  ounces  is  required.  In  making  oleate  of  zinc, 
4  oz.  of  hard  soap  in  shavings  is  dissolved  in  40  oz.  of  water — i.e., 
the  powder  is  as  2  to  11  of  water,  and  shavings  1  to  10. 

Tincture,  of  Belladonna. — Medical  men  complain  that  this  is 
not  borne  so  well  by  the  patients  as  the  old  tincture,  neither  do 
they  get  the  same  effect.  Is  there  something  in  the  leaf  and  not 
in  the  root  to  account  for  the  difference  '? 

Separating  Strychnine  from  Brucinc. — I  am  indebted  to  an 
assistant  for  the  following  alternative  process  in  the  estimation  of 
ext.  nucis  vom.  liq. :  After  shaking  out  the  alkaloids  with  chloro- 
form, evaporate  the  chloroform  solution,  add  a  drop  or  two  of 
strong  nitric  acid,  and  again  dry  by  heat.  By  this  means  the 
brucine  is  completely  destroyed,  the  residue  may  then  be  dis- 
solved in  dilute  acid,  as  it  contains  only  strychnine.  Add  solution 
of  ammonia  to  precipitate  the  alkaloid,  shake  out  with  chloroform 
two  or  three  times,  evaporate,  dry,  and  weigh. 

Mr.  Gibson  then  proceeded  to  the  dispensing  part  of  his 
paper.  His  first  note  was  about  a  satisfactory  method  for 
dispensing  creosote  in  pill — 2  minims  in  each  of  six  pills. 
In  this  case  place  6  gr.  of  pulv.  glycyrrh.  in  the  mortar  and 
drop  the  creosote  on  it,  triturate  thoroughly,  and  allow  to 
stay  ten  minutes  for  the  creosote  to  permeate  the  liquorice 
powder  ;  then  mass  with  one  drop  of  water,  adding  a  little 
more  liquorice  powder  if  necessary.  This  makes  a  good 
pill-mass  and  better  than  a  soap  one. 

Reference  was  next  made  to  Mr.  Wippell  Gadd's  notes  on 
concentrated  liquors  (Year-bnoJt,  1902),  and  to  Mr.  Donald 
McEwan's  recent  notes  on  dispensing.  Mr.  Gibson  suggested 
the  glass-tube  method  of  making  bougies  (li  Art  of  Dis- 


pensing," page  196)  as  being  better  than  penholder  and 
tinfoil.  He  also  said  the  following  mixture  does  not  always 
turn  out  nice  and  clear  as  one  would  expect : — 

Sodii  bicarb.  ...  ...  ...  ...  5ij- 

Tr.  strophhanthi  ...  ...  ...  3j- 

iEther  chlor.  ...  ...  ...  ...  5ij- 

Aq.  menth.  pip.  ad  ...  ...  ...  Jviij 

If  the  soda  is  dissolved  in  §vj.  aq.  menth.  pip.  and  the 
tincture  and  chloric  ether  in  the  rest  of  the  water,  the 
result  is  a  clear  mixture. 

Spt.  amyl.  valer.  co.  51'j.  was  prescribed  with  other  ingre- 
dients, and  the  author  was  informed  that  it  is  a  solution  of 
one  volume  amyl  valerianate  in  seven  volumes  of  rectified 
spirit.  Quinine  sulphate  and  butyl-chloral  hydrate  make  a 
fluid  pill-mass  which  forms  a  good  pill  with  pulv.  trag.  and 
pulv.  acac.  equal  parts  with  syrup  to  mass.  [For  twelve 
pills  containing  2k  gr.  each  of  the  ingredients  3  drops  S.V.R. 
is  just  the  thing.    See  "  Art  of  Dispensing,"  page  103.] 

Zinci  oxid.     ...       ...  ...  ...  Jyas?, 

Bismuth,  carb.         ...  ...  ...  5'iss. 

Pulv.  amyli    ...       ...  ...  ...  5iij- 

Liq.  carbonis  deterg.  ...  ...  3'ij- 

Ichthyol.       ...       ...  ...  ...  5>ij. 

Glycerini       ...       ...  ...  ...  5vj> 

Aq.  ad   Sviij. 

Made  up  in  above  order  the  starch  separated  into  a  sticky 
mass,  but  when  heated  the  result  was  a  nice-looking  liquid. 

Mr.  Gibson  submitted  a  few  more  prescriptions,  and  a 
discussion  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  Cullwick,  Baldwin, 
Weaver,  and  ethers  took  part. 


London  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  the  northern  branch  was  held  on  Thursday 
afternoon,  January  8,  in  the  board-room  of  Messrs.  Idris  & 
Co.,  Pratt  Street,  Camden  Town.  "  I  went  there,"  writes  a 
C.  <S'  D.  representative,  "  and  left  quite  prepared  to  fill  a  few 
pages  of  the  C.  <5'  D.  with  my  notes,  but  all  that  is  left  for 
me  is  the  space  between  Wolverhampton  and  Nottingham — • 
scarcely  room  enough  for  the  adjectives."  About  three  dozen 
gentlemen  assembled  in  spite  of  the  unpropitious  weather, 
and  Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  President,  was  in  the  chair.  The 
Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  R.  J.  Betty)  reported  that  the 
branch  is  already  100  strong  (it  started  in  October 
last  with  thirty-four  members),  and  the  district  covered 
includes  the  Parliamentary  divisions  of  Tottenham,  Hornsey, 
N,  E.,  and  W.  St.  Pancras  ;  N,  S.,  W.,  and  E.  Islington,  the 
Haggerston  division  of  Shoreditch,  N.,  S.,  and  C.  Hackney, 
and  N.E.  and  S.W.  Bethnal  Green.  In  this  district  there  are 
450  chemists,  so  that  many  more  members  are  hoped  for. 
The  Chairman  then  addressed  the  meeting  on  the  benefits 
to  be  derived  from  combination  amongst  chemists,  and 
the  value  of  public  work  generally.  He  dilated  not 
only  on  the  social  advantages  to  be  derived  from 
meeting  together,  but  of  the  material  gain  that  would 
result.  He  was  quite  satisfied  that  if  properly  united 
chemists  could  determine  the  decision  of  Parliament  on  any 
question  affecting  the  trade.  A  report  from  Mr.  G.  P.  Pond 
[  was  read,  on  his  impressions  at  the  P.A.T.A.  Convention. 
He  eulogised  the  work  done  by  the  Convention,  and  said  he 
would  like  to  see  a  pharmacists'  union  of  master,  man,  and 
apprentice.  He  objected  to  reduced  prices,  and  was  in  favour 
of  boycotting  all  articles  that  show  le^s  than  3d.  in  the  shilling. 
Mr.  Pond's  letter  concluded  with  the  reflection  tbatthe  trade 
generally  appear  to  overlook  the  fact  that  it  is  the  retailer 
who  primarily  destroys  the  profits  on  proprietaries,  and  not 
the  wholesaler  or  proprietor. 

After  Mr.  Albert  Cooper  had  placed  several  weighty 
and  pithy  reasons  for  joining  the  P.A.T.A.  and  the  C.D.A 
before  the  meeting,  the  following  resolution,  moved  by  Mi- 
Burton  and  seconded  by  Mr.  Edwards,  was  agreed  to  : — 

That  the  attention  of  individual  manufacturers  be  called  to  the 
resolutions  passed  at  the  P.A.T.A.  Convention,  and  that  they  be 
asked  in  the  name  of  this  meeting  to  join  the  P.A.T.A. 

Mr.  Morgan  had  a  few  words  to  say  on  the  question  of 
selling  unremunerative  proprietaries ;  and  after  the  Presi- 
dent and  Mr.  Cooper  had  given  the  members  some  further 
I  good  advice  regarding  things  in  general  and  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  in  particular,  the  meeting  adjourned  for 
coffee  and  biscuits  and  unrestrained  conversation. 
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The  "  Extract  "  Annual. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  employes  of  Messrs.  Newball  & 
Mason,  manufacturing  chemists,  Nottingham,  took  place  on 
December  30.  The  affair  passed  off  with  its  customary 
pleasantness  under  the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  T.  Mason,  who 
had  Mr.  B.  Deaville  assisting  as  vice-chairman.  The  musical 
programme  was  printed  and  produced  in  the  firm's  own 
printing  department,  and  was  embellished  with  appropriate 
practical  quotations  in  gold-block  lettering.  From  a  perusal 
of  t  lis  handsome  souvenir  we  gather  that  songs  were  con- 
tributed by  Messrs.  H.  Butler,  J.  Hunt,  W.  Kockley, 
A.  Seager,  S.  V.  Paulton,  T.  Blood,  L.  Dominic,  A.  Atten- 
borough,  and  E.  Mullis,  while  Mr.  H.  Newland,  besides  a 
song,  contributed  a  "diversion,"  Rifle-drill. 

Lemco  and  Oxo  Dinner. 

The  Liebig  Company  entertained  their  heads  of  depart- 
ments, branch  managers,  and  leading  representatives  to 
dinner  at  the  Trocadero  Restaurant,  Piccadilly,  on  the 
evening  of  Friday,  January  2.  A  pleasant  evening  was  spent, 
and  the  Chairman  complimented  those  present,  and  the 
extensive  organisation  which  they  controlled,  upon  the 
gratifying  expansion  of  the  year's  business.  He  was  glad  to 
be  able  to  announce  that  the  figures  made  up  on  that  day 
showed  that  the  past  year's  sales  of  lemco  had  been  the 
largest  in  the  company's  history,  and  the  sales  of  oxo  had 
altogether  exceeded  the  directors'  anticipations,  and  had 
necessitated  more  than  doubling  their  organisation. 

AN  1;  ALLENBURYi  "  SOCIAL. 

■  A  crow  dad  audience  assembled  at  the  London  Tavern, 
Fenchurch  Street,  EC,  on  January  2,  to  listen  to  the 
excellent  concert  provided  by  the  "  AUenburys  "  Cricket  Club. 
Mr.  A.  E.  Bradbury  presided  genially  over  the  large  gather- 
ing of  fair  women  and  more  or  less  brave  men  which  the 
Bjhemianism  of  the  employes  of  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys 
(Limited)  had  brought  together,  and  his  task  was  easy  for 
the  programme  was  brimming  with  good  things.  Songs  of 
the  best  class  were  contributed  by  Mdlles.  Frances  Roscorla 
and  Hettie  Hills ;  Messrs.  Will  Sidery,  Walter  Gunn  and 
Sad'eur  Browne  and  the  Sidery  Quartette.  Messrs.  Herbert 
Burney,  Wilson  James  and  Will  Edwards  were  attended  by 
lipple  and  then  roar  of  laughter,  while  Mr.  H.  Herring  with 
his  trombone,  and  Mr.  Will  Cornish  with  the  silver  handbells 
each  gave  radiant  satisfaction  in  their  solos.  At  the  interval 
Mr.  Graves,  who  is  retiring  from  the  secretaryship  of  the 
"AUenburys"  Cricket  Club  was  presented  with  a  gold  chain 
and  pendint  by  the  Chairman  on  behalf  of  his  follow 
members.  In  a  few  modest  words  of  thanks  Mr.  Graves 
acknowledged  the  gift.  The  concert  concluded  at  11  p.m. 
with  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  the  hearty 
rendering  of  the  National  Anthem  and  "  Auld  Lane  Syne." 

A  New  Departure. 

The  first  annual  conference  and  dinner  of  the  representa- 
tives and  departmental  heads  of  Messrs.  Evans  Sons 
Lescher  &  Webb  (Limited)  took  place  at  the  Reform  Club, 
Liverpool,  on  Friday,  January  2.  The  chairman  of  directors 
(Mr.  John  J.  Evans)  presided  over  an  attendance  of  fifty, 
and  tli5  proceedings  were  characterised  by  the  utmost 
cordiality  and  enthusiasm.  After  the  conference  the 
company  sat  down  to  an  excellent  dinner.  The  loyal  toasts 
having  been  drunk,  Mr.  A.  H.  Dixon  proposed  in  felicitous 
terms  "  Success  to  the  New  Company,"  to  which  Mr.  John  J. 
Evans  responded  in  a  brief  but  encouraging  speech.  Mr.  F. 
Harwood  Lescher  proposed  the  health  of  the  senior 
member  of  the  late  firms  (Mr.  Edward  Evans,  sen.),  now 
in  his  87 oh  year ;  and  in  doing  so  he  paid  a  very  high  tribute 
to  Mr.  Evans's  character,  speaking  in  feeling  terms  of  the 
sympathetic  manner  in  which  he  (Mr.  Lescher)  hail  been 
helped  by  Mr.  Evans  in  years  gone  by.  Mr.  Arthur  E.  Evans 
responded  on  behalf  of  his  father,  and  said  that  only  the 
growing  infirmities  of  age  had  prevented  him  from  being 
present  at  the  dinner,  as  he  still  took  the  keenest  interest  in 
all  that  was  going  on.  Mr.  E  Iward  Evans,  jun.,  claimei  that, 
as  he  did  a  go 3.1  deal  of  travelling,  the  toast  of  "  The  Com- 


mercial Representatives  "  naturally  fell  to  his  lot,  and  he 
was  glad  that  it  was  so.  The  new  company  had  every  reason 
to  be  proud  of  its  travelling  staff.  Mr.  Hy.  George  and  Mr. 
W.  C.  Brinson  replied. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Evans  said  that  no  travelling  could  be  effective 
unless  thoroughly  supported  by  the  home  staff,  and,  as  the 
conference  had  shown,  there  was  cause  for  gratification  that 
so  little  ground  was  given  for  complaint  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  orders  were  executed.  Mr.  C.  F.  Malvern  and  Mr. 
A.  W.  Rose  responded  for  the  Liverpool  and  London  staffs, 
respectively.  Mr.  E.  A.  Webb  proposed  the  toast  of  "  The 
Officers  of  the  Company,"  and  Mr.  Wade  (Chalmers,  Wade 
&  Co.),  Mr.  J.  Shacklady  (Secretary),  and  Mr.  Hewitt 
(Assistant  Secretary)  responded.  Mr.  Morris  P.  Jones  pro- 
posed "  The  Junior  Board  of  Directors,"  to  which  Messrs. 
J.  H.  E.  Evans,  John  N.  Evans,  and  Kenneth  W.  E.  Evans 
responded.  Mr.  J.  T.  Collis,  in  closing  a  somewhat  lengthy 
toast-list,  claimed  that  his  toast  was  the  one  of  the  evening, 
namely,  "Their  Chairman,  Mr.  John  J.  Evans,"  and  in 
responding  to  his  call  the  guests  gave  the  toast  with 
musical  honours.  The  healths  of  Mr.  Alf.  B.  Evans,  of 
Evans  &  Sons  (Limited),  Montreal,  and  of  Mr.  Septimus 
Castle,  who  is  now  in  Montreal,  were  also  proposed  and 
received  with  acclamation.  "  Auld  Lang  Syne  "  brought  the 
meeting  to  a  close. 


IpcraonaUtics. 


Mr.  Waller  has  joined  the  board  of  Messrs.  Corbyn, 
Stacey  k.  Co.  (Limited). 

Mr.  James  West  Knights,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  has  been  re- 
appointed public  analyst  for  the  Borough  of  Cambridge. 

Professor  Koch,  Dr.  Neufeld  and  Dr.  Klein,  of  Berlin, 
are  leaving  for  Rhodesia  before  the  end  of  January  to  make 
investigations  on  cattle  dissases  and  their  prevention. 

Mr.  Jas.  U.  Thornton,  of  "  Rocklyn,"  Ashton-on-Mersey, 
Manchester,  has  been  appointed  representative  of  the  Iron- 
ox  Remedy  Company  (Limited),  in  the  North  of  England. 

Mr.  G.  E.  Wilson,  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  Albright  & 
Wilson,  chemical-manufacturers,  Old'oury,  has  been  placed 
on  the  Commission  of  th2  Peace  for  the  county  of  Worcester- 
shire. 

Sir  Michael  Foster  is  willing  to  withdraw  his  resigna- 
tion of  the  parliamentary  representation  of  London  University 
and  to  sit  on  the  Liberal  side,  but  not  to  join  the  Liberal 
party. 

Professor  Percy  Frankland,  of  Birmingham  University, 
has  given  100/.  for  a  "Frankland  Prize"  for  chemistry  at  the 
Storey  Institute,  Lancaster,  in  memory  of  his  father  the  late 
Sir  Edward  Frankland. 

The  sessional  examination  at  the  Northern  College  of 
Phaim  icy  resulted  in  the  first  prize  being  obtained  by  Mr. 
Newton,  while  the  secon  1  and  third  were  divided  by  Messrs. 
Hartley  and  Robinson. 

Mr.  J.  Moore  Murray,  F. OS.,  analytical  chemist,  public 
analyst  for  the  Borough  of  Portsmouth,  and  Assistant- Master 
of  the  Technical  Institute  there,  has  been  appointed  to  be 
Director  of  Education  for  the  County  Borough  of  Warrington. 

Mr.  T.  H.  W.  Idris,  President  of  the  British  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Conference  and  of  the  London  Chemists'  Association, 
has  agreed  to  accept  the  Presidency  of  the  Public  Dispensers' 
Association,  and  his  name  will  be  submitted  at  the  annual 
meeting  on  January  28. 


Raspberry  Cordials  sold  in  Victoria  have  been  examined 
by  Mr.  W.  P.  Wilkinson,  assistant  Government  analyst,  with 
the  result  that  out  of  forty-four  samples  analysed  only  one 
was  found  unadulterated.  Amongst  the  adulterants  Mr. 
Wilkinson  puts  cochineal,  because  it  is  calculated  to 
disguise  the  inferior  quality  of  the  article.  Preservatives, 
saccharin,  glucose,  and  coal-tar  colours  are  also  classed  as 
fraudulent  additions . 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separat* 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Free  Trade  in  Poisons. 

Sir, — I  am  following  with  much  interest  the  progress  of 
the  Poisons  Committee.  It  is  inconceivable  at  this  late  day 
that  intelligent  gentlemen  like  those  on  this  Committee  or 
the  Privy  Council  will  sanction  anything  like  free  trade  in 
poisons,  whether  sealed  or  open.  A  poison  does  not  lose  its 
properties  because  it  is  in  sealed  package  when  first  sold. 
I  sincerely  hope  that  your  influence  and  that  of  the  pharma- 
ceutical body  in  Great  Britain  will  be  able  to  defeat  it. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Washington,  D.C.,  U.S.A.,  William  A.  Conway. 

December  20. 

Women  are  so  Clever. 

Sir, — The  subjoined  advertisement  from  the  Bail 'y  Express 
may  be  of  interest  to  the  male  readers  of  our  journal : — 

Dispensing  is  a  profession  for  women  that  is  not  overcrowded. 
The  training  occupies  six  months.  Salaries,  50/.  to  150?. — For 
details  address  or  apply  Mr.  Carson,  M.A.,  7  Great  Castle  Street, 
Regent  Street,  W. 

It  is  only  one  of  the  many  rebuffs  that  we  meet  almost 
daily  in  our  sorely  downtrodden  profession. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Old  Kent  Eoad,  January  7.  D.  Anderson. 

Sale  of  Godfrey's  Cordial. 

Sir, — I  was  pleased  to  see  your  note  on  this  subject  in  last 
week's  C.  $  B.,  page  19.  My  experience  in  three  different 
towns  is  that  it  is  sold  in  pennyworths.  My  employers  and 
I  never  for  a  moment  thought  of  it  being  liable,  and  I  am 
convinced  there  are  others  doing  the  same  thing  in  ignor- 
ance. If  chemists  would  carefully  read  the  Diary  article 
on  Medicine-stamp  Acts  it  would  be  better  for  them.  Only 
recently  I  was  asked  by  a  chemist  if  he  was  right  in  selling 
pennyworths  of  Dutch  drops— a  fictitious  preparation  of 
balsam  of  sulphur  and  olive  oil.  I  said,  "No;  it  is  men- 
tioned in  the  1812  Act  in  the  list  along  with  Godfrey's 
cordial."  Yours  faithfully, 

Stokesley,  January  3.  W.M.  FORSTER. 

Quinine-and-chlorate  Mixture. 

Sir,— In  this  week's  Chemist  and  Druggist  Mr.  Hunter 
criticises  my  answer  to  the  following  query  : — 

Quin.  sulph.  ...    40  gr. 

Potass,  chlorat   5ij- 

Acid,  hydrochlor.  dil.    5ij- 

Aq.  ad   Svj. 

S.  et  M. 

Sig. :  5ss.  t.i.d.  ex  aq. 

Would  you  dispense  the  above  ? 

In  answering  as  I  did,  I  assumed  that  a  prescriber  who 
knew  the  reaction  between  potassium  chlorate  and  hydro- 
chloric acid,  would  be  unlikely  to  write  his  prescription  as 
above,  or  so  order  dilute  acid,  if  he  wished  his  patients  to 
get  a  chlorine  mixture. 

William  Duncan. 
The  Royal  Dispensary,  Edinburgh,  January  3. 

Limits  of  Discretion  in  Dispensing. 

SiR, — In  rep'y  to  Mr.  H.  Roberts's  communication  in  your 
issue  of  January  3,  in  which  he  quotes  my  remarks  in 
support  of  his  contentions  on  percentage  solutions,  I  should 


like  to  make  a  correction.  Although  my  sympathies  for 
several  reasons  lie  with  Mr.  Roberts's  "  common-sense"  view, 
what  I  believe  I  said,  and  the  impression  I  intended  to 
convey,  was  that  since  candidates  are  expected  in  the 
examination-room  to  make  percentage  solutions  grains  in 
110  minims  (having  in  mind  the  official  lead  given  in  the 
B.P.  1-per-cent.  aqueous  solutions),  dispensers  should  be 
expected  to  follow  this  lead  (of  course  reading  for  other 
solvents  grain-measures).  I  can  only  attribute  the  100  minims 
as  reported  to  a  possible  "  lapsus  lingua: "  or  "  lapsus  pennre." 
A  point  to  be  considered  in  the  case  of  unsuspended  bismuth 
mixtures  is  :  Suppose  the  average  patient  should  succeed  n 
pouring  out  a  fairly  accurate  dose  how  loDg  does  the 
average  patient  contemplate  the  draught  before  deciding  to 
tackle  it?  I  note  "Xrayser"  this  week  advances  the  same 
reasons  on  which  I  based  my  suggestion  in  the  discussion 
that  "  cyathus "  should  be  translated  wineglass,  but  since 
Dr.  Sillar  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion,  I  did  not  adduce 
them  at  the  time.  "Cyathus"  was  also  applied  indiscriminately 
to  other  drinking-vessels,  but  it  is  only  reasonable  to  assume 
when  ordering  medicine  that  one  of  known  measure  would 
be  intended.  Even  suppose  it  were  looked  on  as  a  "ladle" 
simply,  there  are  ladles  and  ladles,  and  since  it  was  used  to 
transfer  wine  from  the  crater  to  the pocuhim (6  to  8  11.  oz.) 
it  would  manifestly  be  considerably  smaller  than  the  latter, 
and  likely  about  the  size  of  our  wineglass. 

Yours  truly, 

Edinburgh,  January  5.  E.  O.  Rowland. 

Terpeneless  Oil  of  Lemon. 

Sir, — Owing  to  the  persistent  way  in  which  certain  firms 
are  endeavouring  to  make  capital  at  our  expense  by  circu- 
lating an  inaccurate  report  of  Mr.  E.  J.  Parry's  evidence  in 
the  Lumley  v.  Hopwood  case,  we  desire  to  call  attention  to 
the  following  report  and  statement  by  Mr.  E.  J.  Parry  him- 
self, which  accurately  describes  the  actual  facts  of  the  case. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Stevenson  &  Howell  (Limited). 
95a  Southwark  Street,  E.C.,  January  6. 

Acting  under  instructions  from  Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Howell 
(Limited),  I  have  to  report  on  four  samples  of  their  brand  of 
Terpeneless  Oil  of  Lemon.  Samples  A  and  B  were  supplied  to 
me  by  Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Howell  marked  "  samples  from  stock," 
and  samples  C  and  D  were  obtained  by  me  through  trade-sources 
without  Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Howell's  knowledge.  The  four 
samples  were  found  to  be  practically  identical  and  had  the  follow- 
ing characters  : — ■ 

A  B  C  D 

Sp.  gr.  at  15'5°  C.  ...  0-8974  0-8967  0  8972  0-8970 
Rotation  for  100  m.m....  —7  -  35'  -1  22'  -7^25'  -7°38' 
Terpenes    Absent    Absent    Absent  Absent 

A  more  complete  analysis  was  made  of  sample  A.  The  citral 
on  separation  from  the  non-aldehydic  portion  of  the  oil  showed  no 
trace  of  methyl-heptonene,  the  characteristic  body  found  with 
the  citral  from  lemongrass  oil,  and  possessed  no  verbena  odour. 
The  residue  from  %vhich  the  citral  was  extracted  was  found  to 
consist  of  the  sweet- smelling  esters  characteristic  of  lemon  oil. 

From  my  results  I  am  able  to  say  that  Messrs.  Stevenson  & 
Howell's  Terpeneless  Oil  of  Lemon  is  the  pure  product  of  lemon 
oil,  free  from  any  admixture  with  lemongrass  citral.  and  from 
which  the  whole  of  the  terpenes  have  been  removed. 

I  am  also  asked  to  refer  in  the  present  report  to  the  recently 
decided  case  before  Mr.  Justice  Jelf,  in  which  Messrs.  Stevenson 
&  Howell's  Terpeneless  Oil  of  Lemon  was  referred  to.  Briefly, 
the  facts  so  far  as  they  are  concerned  are  as  follows  : — The 
eamples  which  I  had  examined,  and  which  I  re'erred  to  in  my 
evidence,  were  made  a  considerable  time  ago— in  most  cases  so 
long  ago  as  1898.  I  pointed  out  that  since  that  date  a  consider- 
able improvement  in  the  manuf  icture  of  terpeneless  oil  of  lemon 
had  taken  pla^e,  and  my  results  clearly  show  that  Messrs.  Steven- 
son &  Howell's  oil  is  one  of  those  which  has  attained  the 
maximum  degree  of  purity  and  concentration.  But,  as  I  also 
pointed  out  on  the  occasion  above  mentioned,  whilst  terpeneless 
oil  of  lemon  a  few  years  ago  usually  contained  about  10  per  cent, 
of  terpenes,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  point  out  that  this  only 
means  that  instead  of  distilling  off,  say,  95  per  cent.,  and  leaving 
5  per  cent  of  concentrated  oil,  94-5  per  cent,  would  be  removed 
and  5'5  per  cent.  left. 

It  is  clear,  however,  that  in  the  manufacture  of  Messrs.  Steven- 
son &  Howell's  oil,  the  exact  point  at  which  the  terpenes  have 
been  entirely  removed  has  been  attained  and  their  product  may  be 
described  as  in  every  way  perfectly  satisfactory. 

fSienedi  E.  -J.  Parry,  B  Sc.  (Lond.),  F.I.C.,  F.C.S. 

December  30, 1902. 
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Letters  in  Brief. 

Mr.  G.  M.  Hall,  the  Coroner  for  the  S.  D.  of  the  Isle  of 
Ely,  has  replied  to  the  criticism  of  Mr.  T.  D.  Kobinson  (see 
C.  S)  B.,  December  20,  1902,  page  1028),  and  quite  effectively 
quotes  from  our  remarks  of  November  26,  continuing-  thus : — 

That  the  pharmaceutical  world  has  failed  to  support  a  Coroner 
in  his  endeavour  to  prevent  the  sale  of  poisons  by  unqualified 
persons  has  astonished  many  beside  the  Coroner  who  is  the  butt 
of  so  much  adverse  criticism  in  this  particular  matter,  and  who 
considers  it  to  be  one  of  the  duties  of  a  Coroner,  so  far  as  he  is 
able,  to  prevent  dangerous  habits  which  far  too  often  lead  to 
death. 

If  there  is  any  way  by  which  this  vexed  question  can  be  brought 
before  a  Court  of  justice,  I  shall,  without  any  hesitation,  pick  up  the 
gauntlet  which  Mr.  Robinson  has  thrown  into  the  arena,  and  I 
will  take  care  that  Mr.  Robinson  shall  have  an  opportunity  of 
giving  his  opinion  on  the  subject  when  that  opportunity  occurs. 

Perhaps  the  only  way  open  for  such  a  purpose  (should  such  a 
case  unfortunately  occur  again)  will  be  to  summon  Mr.  Robinson 
as  an  expert -witness  with  others,  and  direct  the  jury  to  find  a 
verdict  of  manslaughter,  and  leave  the  Judge  of  the  Assize  Court 
to  settle  the  point. 

A  Loyal  Chemist  (13/3),  who  is  in  business  in  Ireland, 
writes  in  regard  to  the  way  he  deals  with  the  trade  in 
specialities  which  are  sold  in  his  neighbourhood  at  cut  prices. 
He  does  not  stock  s-uch  articles,  and  tries  to  sell  something 
profitable  when  they  a-e  asked  for;  but  when  the  pro- 
prietors of  specialities  protect  the  pn'ces  of  them  he  assists 
such  proprietors  as  far  as  he  possibly  can.  He  concludes  in 
the  following  strain  :  — 

I  am  not  a  member  of  the  P.  A. T.  A.,  but  am,  like  thousands  of 
others  who  are  outside  its  membership,  in  thorough  accord  with 
it,  and  will  be  thoroughly  loyal  to  its  dictation.  If  it  should  feel 
compelled  to  proclaim  a  boycott  by  chemists  of  certain  goods, 
it  may  rest  assured  that  the  whole  bulk  of  the  trade  will  be 
loyal  also.  This  tug-of  -war,  "  chemists  versus  patents,"  will  soon 
prove  whether  Codlin  or  Short  is  the  friend,  and  it  is  not  very 
hard  to  prophesy  whether  patents  or  chemists  will  come  a  cropper 
first. 

'A  Loyal  Chemist"  fills  six  closely  written  pages  with  his 
views,  but  his  frank  confession  about  his  loyalty  to  the 
P.A.T.A.  not  being  backed  by  a  single  penny-piece  discounts 
his  views  more  than  he  can  imagine. 


Dispensing  Notes. 

A  Tip. 

Sir, — I  have  a  good  deal  of  caffein.  cit.  to  dispense,  and 
keep  a  test-tube  handy,  in  which  I  place  the  quantity 
required,  with  just  a  little  water,  and  gently  warm.  Solu- 
tion is  effected  almost  instantly ;  and  then  I  add  to  bottle 
filled  with  the  rest  of  the  mixture. 

Yours  truly, 

S.  S.  (170/50.) 

Coloured  Nux-vomica  Mixtures. 

Sir, — I  have  been  lately  having  the  subjoined  prescrip- 
tions to  dispense  pretty  often,  and  always  find  that,  after 
two  hours'  standing,  they  both  become  a  greyish  blue,  par- 
ticularly the  mixture  with  salicylate  of  soda.  I  should  be 
very  much  obliged  to  know  the  cause,  and  if  it  can  be 
remedied,  and  how.  Yours  truly, 

Observer.  (134/23.) 

Magnes.  sulph.    5j. 

Potass,  iodidi...       ...       ...       ...  5iss. 

Ammon.  carbonatis  ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Liq.  sodii  arsenat.    ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Tr.  nuc.  vomicte      ...       ...       ...  3j- 

Aq.  anisi  ad   §xij. 


M.    Ft.  mist. 


M. 


Magnes.  sulph. 
Potass,  iodidi... 
Ammon.  carbonatis 
Sodii  salicylatis 
Tr.  nuc.  vomic. 
Aq.  anisi  ad  ... 

Ft.  mist. 


5j. 

3iss. 
5  s  s. 
3iiss. 
5j- 


[The  colouration  of  mixtures  containing  tincture  of  nux  vomica 
and  ammonia  with  certain  other  substances  has  been  frequently 


noted.  Several  examples  of  it  are  given  in  "  The  Art  of  Dispensing," 
page  242.  As  far  back  as  1881  Shenstone  showed  that  solution  of 
igasuric  acid  becomes  green  in  presence  of  ammonia,  and  the 
above  mixtures  do  not  become  blue  if  the  ammonium  carbonate  is 
left  out,  showing  that  the  blue  colour  is  due  to  the  action  between 
igasuric  acid  of  the  tincture  of  nux  vomica  and  the  ammonium 
carbonate.  There  is  a  little  copper  in  nux  vomica  and  its  pre- 
parations, but  the  blue  colour  is  not  due  to  this.  The  develop- 
ment of  colour  appears  to  be  materially  helped  by  the  salicylate 
or  iodide,  and  when  both  are  present  the  colour  is  much  deeper 
and  more  permanent.  All  salts  do  not  aid  the  development  of  the 
colour  ;  ammonia  alone  does  not  give  the  characteristic  blue,  nor 
do  potassium  bromide,  ammonium  chloride,  potassium  acetate, 
and  magnesium  sulphate.] 

Strontium  Bromide  and  Borax  Mixture. 

Sir, — How  should  the  following  prescription  be  dispensed 
according  to  the  doctor's  directions  1 — 


Strontii  bromid. 
Tr.  bellad.  ... 
Tr.  nuc.  vom. ... 
Sod.  biborat.  ... 
Syr.  aurantii  ... 
Aq.  ad  


gr.  xxx. 
rax. 

m.v. 

gr.  x. 


5j- 

gss. 


M.    Ft.  mist.    Solve.    Mitte  gviij. 
Is  the  proper  method  to  redissolve  the  precipitate  formed 
in  dilute  acetic  acid  ?    Or  can  the  incompatibilty  be  over- 
come by  any  other  means  to  leave  a  clear  solution  ? 

Yours  truly, 

A  Subscriber.  (168/27.) 

[The  word  "  solve  "  seems  to  be  regarded  by  our  subscriber  as 
an  instruction  by  the  prescriber  to  send  out  the  mixture  clear. 
The  prescriber  has  apparently  forgotten  the  elementary  chemical 
fact  that  strontium  borate  is  but  sparingly  soluble  in  water.  The 
addition  of  acids  is  not  permissible.  Failing  reference  to  the 
prescriber,  dispense  the  prescription  as  written,  labelling  it 
"  Shake  the  bottle,"  as  there  is  no  difficulty  in  diffusing  the  finely 
formed  strontium  borate  by  shaking.  Dissolve  the  strontium 
bromide  in  2  oz.  of  water,  and  add  the  solution  to  the  rest  of  the 
ingredients,  previously  mixed.] 

A  Ferrous-carbonate  Mixture. 

Sir, — Kindly  inform  me  how  the  following  prescription 
may  be  dispensed  : — 


M, 


Ferri  sulphat. 
Sodii  bicarb.  ... 
Sodii  sulphat. 
Tr.  zingib. 
Spt.  chlorof.  ... 
Inf.  quassia?  ad 

Ft.  mist. 


...    gr.  xxiv. 

 ••  5ij- 

  5yj. 

—  5ij- 

...    5j- 

rjvnj. 

Yours  faithfully, 

George  Honey. 


Mussoorie,  December  5. 

[Dissolve  the  sulphates  in  3  oz.  of  the  infusion,  add  the 
tincture  and  spirit,  then  the  sodium  bicarbonate  in  4  oz. 
Mix,  shake,  and  make  up.  The  precipitated  ferrous  hydroxide 
diffuses  quite  easily,  and  is  finer  and  still  more  easily  diffused  if 
2  dr.  of  tragacanth  mucilage  or  glycerin  be  added,  with  the 
sanction  of  the  prescriber.] 

Extractive  Precipitates. 
Sir, — What  is  the  best  way  of  dispensing  the  foil  >w- 


mg  i 


M. 


Potass,  iodidi... 
Ammon.  brom. 
Ext.  hydrastis  liq. 
Tr.  belladonnse 
Ext.  glycyrrh.  liq. 
Aq.  chloroformi  ad 


5iij- 

5yj. 
Si- 

3ij. 
Siss. 


Yours  very  sincerely, 

Numa. 


(129/2.) 

[By  adding  the  mixed  liquid  extracts  gradually  to  the  well- 
diluted  solution  of  salts,  the  extractive  and  resinous  matters 
thrown  out  can  be  well  diffused  through  the  mixture  by  shaking. 
It  is  not  an  elegant  mixture,  but  doubtless  answers  its  purpose.] 

Two  Prescriptions  for  Readers 

to  give  opinion  as  to  best  method  of  dispensing  :— 
Apiol. 


Ergotin. 
Ext.  hyoscyam. 

Ft.  pil. 


mi- 

q.s. 
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T  found  liquorice-powder  and  mucil.  acac.  efficient.  I 
used  ergotin  in  standardised  powder. 

Liq.  strychninie   5iss. 

Spt.  am.  arom.         ...        ...       •■•  Siss. 

Aq.  ad   ...    Svj. 

Nemo.    (176/12. ) 


Legal  Queries. 

Consult  "The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  1903, 
before  formulating  Queries. 

173/47.  Vin.um. — (1)  The  words  under  "Applying  for 
licences  "  on  page  539  of  the  Diary  are  quoted  from  the 
Licensing  Act,  1902,  Section  10.  You  forget  as  regards  your 
licence  that  the  first  meeting  to  grant  licences  under  the 
new  Act  is  to  be  held  in  February.  (2)  The  joke  has  been  in 
the  C.  §  B.  at  least  once. 

174/23.  Vet. — There  is  no  law  that  interferes  with  the 
sale  of  the  calf-scour  remedy,  seeing  that  it  contains  no 
poison. 

173,18.  Ph.  Chem. — See  the  article  on  Trade-marks 
Registration  in  The  Chemists'  ani>  Druggists'  Diary, 
1903,  page  544. 

174/52.  Yorlts. — It  is  not  customary  for  doctors  to 
authorise  locum  tenentes  to  pledge  their  credit  without 
giving  specific  authority  to  the  customers  with  whom  the 
principals  usually  deal.  We  do  not  think  you  can  recover 
from  the  employer  of  the  locum  tenens  in  the  case  which  you 
submit. 

177/65.  Rex. — If  you  refer  to  The  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Diary,  page  287,  paragraph  "  Deceased 
Chemist's  Business,"  you  will  see  that  a  widow  is  not  essen- 
tial for  the  continuance  of  the  business. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


218/23.  Pharmacist. — Many  of  the  firms  who  make 
compressed  tablets  could  fill  your  requirements  for  a  tablet 
containing  camphor,  quinine,  and  an  aperient :  why  not  write 
to  some  of  them  ? 

170/74.  Quart).  —  (1)  Books  on  Skin  and  Hair. — 
Walker's  "  Introduction  to  Dermatology,"  9.,-.  6:1.  (Wright  & 
Co.)  ;  Jackson's  "  Diseases  of  the  Skin,"  12s.  6  I.  (Hirschfeld)  ; 
Walsh's  "The  Hair  and  its  Diseases,"  2s.  6d.  (Bailliere). 

162/23.  Indigestion. — Books  on  Diet. — Haig's  "  Diet  and 
Food,"  2s.  (Churchill)  ;  Yeo's  "  Food  in  Health  and  Disease," 
10s.  6i.  (Cassell). 

173/68.      Central. — Books    on     Dental     Mechanics. — 

"  Mechanical  Practice  in  Dentistry,"  by  W.  B.  Pearsall  (Ash 
k.  Sons,  Limited,  18s.),  Rose's  "Dental  Mechanics"  (J.  P. 
Segg  k.  Co.,  8s.  6:1.),  and  Richardson's  "  Mechanical  Den- 
tistry "  (J.  &  A.  Churchill,  22s.). 

170/58.  1).  W.  G.  (Ghent).— Books  on  the  Cultivation  of 
Tobacco. — Lock's  "  Tobacco  Growing,  Curing,  and  Manu- 
facture "  (Spon,  London,  1886),  Killebrew  and  Myrick's 
"Tobacco-leaf"  (Orange  Judd  Company,  New  York,  1897), 
Beale's  "English  Tobacco-culture"  (Marlborough  &  Co., 
London,  1887). 

146,69.  IF.  iV. — Fly-paper  patent. — Mr.  Christy  Strong1 
ol  Reading,  is  the  patentee  of  the  method  of  preventing  fly- 
paper material  from  oozing  by  the  use  of  a  filament  en- 
circling the  sticky  substance.  The 'patents  are  5  395  and 
8.501  of  1893  and  5,138  of  1894.  The  first  two  cover  the 
employment  of  the  protecting  filament,  the  third  referring  to 
an  improved  composition  for  the  purpose,  of  beeswax,  resin, 
and  guttapercha. 


161/43.  Water. — Sand  filtration. — In  Thorpe's  "Dic- 
tionary of  Applied  Chemistry,"  vol.  iii.,  page  971,  you  will 
find  tables  showing  the  result  of  filtering  Thames  water 
through  sand-filters. 

173,42.  E.  II.  P.— (1)  Sympathetic  Blush,  a  white 
solution  which  turns  red  after  being  on  the  face  for  a  short 
time,  is  a  solution  of  alloxan.  The  strength  is  adjusted 
according  to  the  effect  required.  (2)  We  cannot  decipher 
what  continental  goods  you  are  inquiring  about. 

227/25.  Arsenic. — "Weed-killers. — The  following  are  the 
patents  which  have  been  taken  out  in  recent  years  for  weed- 
killing  compositions  :  No.  12,964,  of  1888,  is  a  mixture  of — ■ 


Arsenic         ...       ...       ...       ...  3  oz. 

Sulphate  of  copper  ...       ...       ...  1  oz. 

Caustic  soda  ...       ...       ...       ...  1  oz. 

Saltpetre       ...       ...       ...       ...  g  oz. 

Sulphur    5  oz. 

Sal  ammoniac          ...       ...       ...  5  oz. 


For  use,  a  solution  containing  from  5  to  10  lbs.  of  the  salt 
to  30  gals,  of  water  is  to  be  made,  the  strength  varying  with 
the  nature  of  the  weeds.  No.  12  227  of  1890  embodies  the 
use  of  a  mixture  of  charcoal  and  sulphur  ;  in  7,569  of  1891 
bichromate  of  potash  or  soda  (2  to  4  oz.  to  the  gallon  of 
water)  with  an  alkali,  and  colouring-matter  if  necessary ; 
5  566*  of  1893  is  a  powder  weed-killer,  preferably  made  by 
mixing  3  parts  of  caustic  soda  or  potash  and  8  parts  of 
arsenious  acid.  When  required  for  use  a  small  quantity  of 
water  is  added,  the  heat  evolved  favouring  solution.  The 
claim  is  also  made  to  include  combinations  with  crystalline 
carbolic  acid,  sulphur,  sulphide  of  arsenic,  or  sulphate  of 
copper.  No.  17,994  of  1893  is  for  a  mixture  of  white 
arsenic,  blue  vitriol,  caustic  soda,  and  yellow  ochre ;  13,372 
of  1895  is  for  a  mixture  of  "Jarrow  alkali,"  lime,  salt,  and 
caustic  soda  ;  4,685*  of  1896  is  for  a  solution  of  caustic 
soda,  white  arsenic,  and  carbolic  acid  for  destroying  vegeta- 
tion on  railway-tracks ;  24,777*  of  1897  is  for  the  use  of 
heavy  petroleum  oil  for  a  similar  purpose ;  5.540  of  1898  is  a 
moss-destroyer  in  I  which  tricalcic  phosphate,  ferrous 
sulphate,  sand,  sulphate  of  ammonia  and  potash,  and 
chloride  of  potash  or  kainite  are  mixed  together ;  14,084* 
of  1899  is  for  the  use  of  ferrous  sulphate  and  limestone  for 
destroying  charlock  in  fields  without  injury  to  growing 
cereals.    Those  marked  with  an  asterisk  are  in  force. 

175/70.  Student. — The  second-class  College  of  Preceptors' 
examination  has  not  yet  been  recognised  by  the  General 
Medical  Council  for  registration  as  dental  or  medical 
student. 

163/42.  J.  F. — Silvering  Glass  with  formalin. — We  do  not 
know  the  exact  formula  used  for  this,  but  the  recipe  given  by 
Dr.  Morgan  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry,  in  which  catechol  is  the  reducer,  will  help  you  in 
your  experiments:  — 

Catechol       ...       ...       ...       ...    1  part 

Water  15  parts 

Add  to  — 

Silver-nitrate  solution  (14-per-cent. 

with  slight  excess  of  ammonia)...  25  parts 

On  adding  the  catechol  solution  to  the  silver  solution  a 
mirror  forms  at  once,  and  is  complete  in  a  few  minutes. 

160/7.  A.  McL.—0\\  of  Amber  is  prepared  by  the 
destructive  distillation  of  amber.  The  amber  is  mixed  with 
sand  to  prevent  it  swelling  too  much,  and  distillation  is 
effected  in  an  iron  or  earthenware  retort  over  the  naked  fire. 
The  composition  of  the  oil  is  CI0H,6.  A  purer  form  for 
internal  use  is  made  by  distilling  the  oil  with  water. 


Information  Wanted. 

177/23.    Makers  of  glass  scale-pans. 

179/22.  Who  are  the  makers  of  celluloid  bangles,  toys,  &c.  ? 

173/14.  Where  can  Pickstone's  marking-crystals  be 
obtained. 

176/35.  Have  the  Akonphone  Manufacturing  Company, 
36  East  20th  Street,  New  York,  an  English  agent,  and  are  the 
appliances  satisfactory  1 
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Coming  iSvents. 


Secretaries  should  send  us  notices  by  Wednesday  of  each  weel . 


Monday,  January  12. 

Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association,  Church  House,  at  8.30  p.m. 
The  question  of  the  adoption  of  a  price-list  for  dispensing, 
&c,  will  be  discussed. 

Tuesday,  January  13. 

lioyal  Photographic  Society  of  Great  Britain,  6S  Russell 
Square,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Professor  A.  B  W.  Kennedy  on 
"  A  New  Method  in  the  Use  of  Exposure-meters."  Mr.  J.  H. 
Player,  a  further  note  on  "  Playertype." 

Bradford  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Hotel,  Da> ley  Street,  at 
9p.m.    Mr.  A.  Hanson,  "Pharmaceutical  Items." 

Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association,  Y.M.C.A.  Rooms,  King 
Street,  at  9  p.m.    Ordinary  meeting. 

Oxford  Chemists'  Association,  Golden  Cross  Hotel,  at  9  p.m. 
Ordinary  meeting. 

"Wednesday,  January  14. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Pro- 
fessor W.  Smart  on  "  Industrial  Trusts." 

Ckemtsts'  Managers'  and  Assistants'  Society  of  Great  Britain, 
St.  Bride  Institute,  Bride  Lane,  B.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Fifth  annual 
meeting,  at  which  the  future  existence  of  the  Society  will  be 
decided  upon.    There  will  be  music. 

Blackpool  a.nd  Fylde  Chemists'  Association,  Palatine  Hotel, 
Blackpool,  at  8  r.M.    Annual  dinner. 

Teesside  Chemists'  Association,  Corporation  Hotel,  Middles- 
borough,  at  8.30  p.m.    Annual  dinner. 

Edinburgh  Chemists' ,  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association, 
36  York  Place,  at  9.15  p.m.    Apprentices'  night. 

Newcastle- on-Tyne  Chemists'  Association.  Mr.  John  Gibson  on 
"  The  Chemist  in  the  Eye  of  the  Public." 

Thursday,  January  15. 

Liverpool  Chemists'  Association,  Royal  Institution,  at  8  p.m. 

Ordinary  meeting. 
Edinburgh  Chemists'  Dance,  Masonic  Hall,  19  Hill  Street,  at 

9  p.m.    Tickets  (double),  10s.  6(7.,  may  be  had  from  Mr.  A.  E. 

Kelly,  11  Elm  Row,  but  application  must  be  made  at  once,  as 

the  number  is  limited. 
Chemists'   Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 

Street,  W.,  at  9  p.m.    Mr.  W.  Lamond  Howie  will  give  a 

lantern-lecture  on  "  Five  European  Capitals,  or,  from  Berlin 

to  Buda-Pesth." 

Friday,  January  1G. 

lioyal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, W.,  at  9  p.m.  Professor  Dewar  will  discourse  on  "Low 
Temperature  Investigations." 


The  Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association  will  hold  a  con- 
versazione in  the  Medicil  School,  Owens  College,  on  January  28. 
Reception  by  the  President,  Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley,  from  7  to  7.3J. 

The  social  meeting  of  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
Birmingham,  which  was  fixed  for  January  8,  is  postponed  till 
January  21.  It  will  take  the  form  of  a  conversazione  and  ball  at 
the  Edgbaston  Vestry  Hall.  Tickets  are  obtainable  from  Mr. 
J.  A.  Radford,  Union  Street,  Birmingham. 

As  the  President  of  the  Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association  is 
also  President  of  the  "West  Riding  Federation,  it  has  been  sug- 
gested that  the  dinner  of  the  Association  should  be  regarded  as  a 
dinner  of  West  Riding  chemists.  The  dinner  is  to  be  at  the 
Queen's  Hotel,  Huddersfield,  on  January  21,  at  6  p.m.  Mr. 
J.  W.  B.  Johnson,  the  Secretary,  informs  us  that  Alderman 
R.  A.  Robinson,  J.P.,  London,  and  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson,  F.C.S., 
Newcastle-oji-Tyne,  are  expected  to  be  present.  Tickets  (price 
3s.  6(7.)  should  be  obtained  before  January  14,  from  Mr.  R.  Broad- 
head  (Batley),  Mr.  Johnson  (Birkby,  Huddersfield),  or  any  of  the 
Secretaries  of  the  affiliated  Associations  of  the  West  Riding 
Federation. 

Mr.  Samuel  S.  Strutt  was,  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Pharmacy  Board  of  Victoria  on  November  12,  elected 
President  in  place  of  the  late  Mr.  O.  R.  Blackett.  Mr.  Strutt 
was  born  at  Mansfield  Woodhouse,  Nottinghamshire,  and 
was  apprenticed  with  Mr.  J.  R.  Robinson  (of  Dewsbuiy). 
He  served  as  an  assistant  at  Northampton,  and  in  1872  went 
to  Victoria,  in  the  following  year  purchasing  the  pharmacy 
in  Powlett  Street,  East  Melbourne,  which  he  still  conducts. 


ftraoe  IRcport. 


NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  EC:  January  8. 

IN  many  quarters  business  'has  opened  with  a  fair 
demand  for  the  first  week  of  the  new  year,  though  of 
course  it  is  not  yet  in  full  swing  in  all  the  principal  chemical 
centres.  Considerably  lower  prices  now  rule  for  bleaching- 
pDwder  on  the  spot,  as  expected.  Sulphate  of  copper  shows 
a  marked  improvement  in  sympathy  with  the  rise  in  the 
metal.  Chlorate  of  potash  is  lower,  and  present  prices  are 
the  lowest  on  record,  chiefly  owing  to  electrolytic  production. 
Sulphate  of  ammonia  is  dearer.  Tartaric  and  citric  acids 
and  cream  of  tartar  are  firm.  In  drugs,  there  has  been  a 
sharp  advance  in  cascara  sagrada ;  and  senega  is  also 
dearer.  Quinine  is  quiet,  and  shellac  has  been  in  good  spot 
demand  at  firm  prices.  The  first  auctions  of  the  year  are 
reported  on  page  68,  and  the  following  are  the  principal 
changes  of  the  week  : — 


Higher 


Firmer 


Easier 


sul- 


Ammonia  sul- 
phate 

Cascara 
sagrada 

Copper 
phate 

Mace 

Nutmegs 

Oil,  chamomile 

Oil,  turpentine 

Pepper  (Sing.) 
black) 

Senega 


Cream  of 
tartar 

Oil,  pepper- 
mint 


Aloes  (Cape) 
Ipecacuanha 


Lower 


Bleaehing- 

powder 
Cardamoms 

(Mysore) 
Cocoa-  butter 
Ergot 

Lithia,  citrate 
Potash 

chlorate 
Rhubarb 

(Shensi) 
Tonka  b  ans 

(Para) 


Java  Indigo. 

Messrs.  Bunge  &  Co.,  of  Rotterdam,  in  their  annual  report 
state  that  a  regular  business  has  been  going  on  during  the  past 
year,  and  in  spite  of  the  competition  of  synthetic  indigo,  Java 
indigo  has  kept  up  its  good  reputation.  The  quality  is  con- 
stantly becoming  more  uniform;  particularly  the  soft  deep-rid 
indigos  were  in  good  request.  Prices  have  fluctuated  little,  stocks 
are  very  limited,  and  the  new  arrivals  are  expected  towards  the 
end  of  February.  The  production  of  the  last  crop  amounted  to 
about  465  tons,  against  498  tons  in  1901,  595  tons  in  1900,  and 
660  tons  in  1899. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Now  that  the  holidays  are  over,  aud  to  a  large  extent  stock- 
taking also,  the  heavy-chemical  market,  although  yet  on  the  quiet 
side,  has  acquired  a  more  normal  tone.  There  is  certainly  a  better 
feeling  pervading  the  market,  and  the  forward  outlook  is  more 
promising.  Values  all  round  keep  steady,  and  are  well  maintained 
at  recent  rates. 

Alkali-produce—  Bleaching-powder  is  moving  off  steadily,  and 
particularly  there  is  a  fuller  demand  for  export.  Prices  are  still 
very  irregular,  and  figures  mentioned  are  only  nominal,  as  in 
special  cases  lower  figures  are  accepted,  and,  011  the  other  hand, 
where  obtainable,  higher  figures  steadily  held  out  for.  However, 
47.  lCs.,  f.o.r.,  and  47.  15s.,  f.o.b.  Tyne  and  Liverpool,  are  approxi- 
mate. Caustic  soda  is  in  fair  demand,  and  also  well  inquired 
after,  and  prices  are  steadily  maintained:  76  to  77  per  cent., 
10/.  10s.  to  10/.  12s.  6<7.  per  ton  ;  70  per  cant ,  9/.  15s.  to  9/,  17s.  6(7. 
per  ton  ;  and  60  per  cent.  87.  15s.  to  87.  17s.  6(7.  per  ton.  Ammonia 
nlkali  steady  at  4/.  lCs.  per  ton,  in  bags,  f.o.r.  at  works.  Bica-- 
bonate  of  soda  ill  average  request  at  unchanged  figures  of  6/.  7s.  6(7 
to  6/.  15'.  per  ton,  in  large  casks,  and  6/.  15s.  to  11.  2s.  6d.  per  tor  , 
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in  1-cwt.  kegs,  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Soda-crystals,  62s.  6;/.  and  67s.  6(7. 
per  ton,  f.o.b.  Tyne  and  Liverpool  respectively.  Saltcake  has  only 
a  weak  tone,  and  there  is  not  much  doing ;  prices  vary  from  about 
17s.  6</.  to  20s.  per  ton,  f.o.r.,  in  bulk.  Chlorates  of  potash  and 
soda  are  still  neglected;  potash,  2t,cI.  to  2'td.  per  lb.,  and  soda, 
2ld.  to  3<7.  per  lb.  Yellow  prussiates  are  very  depressed,  with 
only  moderate  demand  at  5d.  and  3i<7.  to  4<7.  for  potash  and  soda 
respectively.  Sulphate  of  soda  (Glauber's  salts)  in  fair  request  at 
27s.  6(7.  to  32s.  6(7.  per  ton,  in  bags,  f  o.r.  Hyposulphite  of  soda, 
with  slight  scarcity,  keeps  fairly  steady  :  6-8-ewt.  casks,  51.  5s.  to 
5/.  15s.  per  ton,  f.o.r.  or  f.o.b.  ;  1-cwt.  kees,  6/.  to  77.  10s.  per  ton, 
according  to  quality  and  quantity.  Silicates  of  soda  in  steady 
demand  at  unaltered  values:  140°"Tw,  47.  2s.  6(7.  to  47,  12s.  6(7.  per 
ton  ;  100°  Tw,  31.  12s.  6(7.  to  4?.  2s.  6d.  per  ton ;  and  75°  Tw,  37.  5s. 
to  37.  15s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Tyne  or  Liverpool,  in  usual  casks. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  firm,  with  a  tendency  towards 
advancement.  Beckton,  January-April,  121.  7s.  6(7. ;  Beckton 
terms,  12/.  2s.  6(7. ;  London,  12/.  2s.  6(7.  to  12/.  3s  9r7. ;  Hull, 
12/.  2s.  6(7.  to  12/.  3s.  9(7. ;  Leith,  12/.  Zs.  9d.  to  12?.  5s.  per  ton. 

Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  January  8 : — The  opium-market  is  steady,  with 
few  sales.    Weather  has  proved  more  favourable  for  sowing 

Hamburg,  January  8 : — For  cascara  sagrarla  105m.  per 
100  kilos,  has  been  paid,  and  120m.  is  now  wanted.  Business 
lias  been  done  in  senega  at  750m.,  and  800m.  is  now  asked. 
Carnauba  wax  is  advancing. 

Neyv  York,  January  8  : — Business  here  is  brisk.  Cascara 
sagrada  has  been  excited,  prices  closing  at  from  12c.  to  15c. 
per  lb.  Opium  has  developed  a  firmer  tendency,  at  $2  73 
per  lb.  for  case-lots.  Damiana- leaves  are  easy,  at  5c.  per 
lb.  Senega  has  advanced  to  80c.  per  lb.,  and  menthol  is 
also  higher,  $6.75  beiDg  wanted.  Cocaine  lias  advanced 
25c.  per  oz.,  and  golden-seal  is  also  firmer,  at  52c.  per  lb. 


Acid,  Citric,  firm  at  llf  (7.  per  lb. 

Acid,  Tartaric,  firm  at  10*(Z.  to  lid.  per  lb.  for  foreign, 
and  liyi.  for  English.  Raw  materials  are  advancing  owing  to 
the  poor  vintage  last  year. 

Almonds. — A  dull  market  is  reported  from  Messina,  there 
being  no  export  demand  as  is  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
Sweet  are  quoted  75s.  9d.,  bitter  8 Is.  9d.,  current  Avola  *86s., 
and  choice  Avola  99s.  per  cwt.  of  50J  kilos.,  f.o.b. 

Arrowroot. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  several  parcels  of 
St.  Vincents  were  offered,  but  only  a  few  lots  sold,  good  in 
barrels  at  3d.,  and  in  tins  at  0,d.  per  lb.  Bermuda  was 
bought  in  at  Is.  5d.  to  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Bleaching  Powder  is  lower  at  5/.  2s.  6.1.  for  English 
make  on  the  spot. 

Bromides. — Some  suspicion  has  arisen  in  respect  to  parcels 
of  American  potassium  bromide  recently  imported,  and  three 
separate  analyses  made  of  samples  of  one  identical  parcel  on 
behalf  of  British  and  German  manufacturers,  show  the 
presence  of  potassium  chloride  to  the  extent  of  9  to  9  3 
per  cent.  We  have  not,  however,  heard  of  any  complaints 
by  purchasers  of  the  American  product. 

Our  New  York  correspondent,  under  date  of  December  30,  re- 
ports that  up  to  the  present  the  situation  remains  unchanged.  In 
spite  of  the  fact  that  one  of  the  trust  factories  has  passed  into 
outside  hands  the  combine  still  retains  the  whip  hand.  The  price 
of  bromides  has  been  dropped  to  a  figure  at  which  it  will  not  pay 
the  independent  operators  to  manufacture,  and  efforts  on  their 
part  to  buy  large  supplies  have  been  ineffectual,  manufacturers 
refusing  to  sell  except  in  small  lots  for  immediate  consumption. 
One  or  two  large  lots  were  purchased  for  export  in  the  hope 
of  forcing  the  hand  of  the  trust ;  but  this  leakage  has  been 
stopped,  and  European  bromides  are  being  kept  out  of  this 
market.  The  trade  is  now  awaiting  developments,  and  judging 
from  similar  experiences  in  the  past  m  other  lines,  the  most  likely 
termination  of  the  fight  is  a  reorganisation  of  the  trust  with  the 
independent  concern  on  the  inside,  and  the  public  "  to  pay  the 
freight "  as  heretofore. 

Canary-seed  quiet  at  72s.  6d.  to  73s.  Q.L  per  quarter  for 
Turkish  on  the  spot. 

Cascara  Sagrada  has  again  attracted  considerable 
attention  since  our  previous  issue,  and  prices  are  20s.  to 
25s.  higher.  We  closed  our  last  report  with  spot  prices  at 
35s.  to  37s.  Qd.,  but  with  a  brisk  demand  prices  advanced 
with  each  transaction,  and  on  Wednesday  55s.  per  cwt.  was 
paid,  holders  in  some  quarters  askicg  60s.  The  United  States 
has  been  a  large  buyer  both  here  and  in  Hamburg,  and  the 


Year. 
1902  ... 
1901  ... 
1900  ... 
1899  ... 
1898  ... 


price  from  New  York  on  Wednt-sday  was  cabled  65s.,  c.i.f. 
As  previously  intimated  the  supply  is  short,  and  it  is  expected) 
that  high  prices  will  rule  for  some  time  to  come.  In  auction? 
17  bags  of  1899  crop  were  limited  at  55s.  per  cwt.,  but  they 
were  afterwards  sold  privately  at  this  figure. 

Chloral  Hydrate. — The  United  States  Government  has, 
appealed  from  the  decision  of  Judge  Townsend  in  the  U.S. 
Circuit  Court  making  this  article  pay  duty  at  the  rate  of 
25  per  cent,  ad  val.  as  a  chemical  compound.  Pending  a 
decision  on  the  appeal,  duty  will  be  assessed  at  55c.  per  lb. 
as  a  medicinal  preparation. 

Ci.n'CHONA. — The  N.V.  Nederlandsche  Veem  at  Amsterdam 
reports  the  shipments  from  Java  to  Europe  during  December, 
1902,  as  under  :— 

Amst.  lbs.   [  Year.  Amst.  lbs- 

...    1,318,000   ,  1897    731,000 

...    1,300,000      1896    890,000 

...    1,100,000   .  1895    634,000' 

626,000   1  1894    531,000' 

...    1,018,000  |  1893    391 000 

Total  Shipments  June-Dscember. 

Year.  Amst.  lbs.  Year.  Amst.  lbs. 

1902    13,346,000      1897   8,437,000 

1901    12,799,000      1896   10,079,000 

1900    10,780,000      1895   8,827,700 

1899    11,409,800      1894   8,917,700 

1898    11,150,000     1893   7,342,000 

The  exports  from  Ceylon  from  January  1  to  December  15' 
have  been  : — 

1902  1931  1900  1899 

Lbs.    ...    397,931       571,357       439,033  592,492 

The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on  January  22  will, 
consist  of  10,215  bales  and  775  cases  weighing  929  229  kilos. 
In  the  drug-auction  20  serons  of  ordinary  lean  and  dull 
Loxa  quill  sold  at  from  9^d.  to  lOd.  p^r  lb. 

Cocoa-butter. — In  auction  90  tons  of  Cadbury's  brand 
sold  at  from  lid.  to  ll^d.,  the  average  being  ll±d.,  against 
ll—rZ.  last  auction,  being  jS<£.  per  lb.  lower.  The  result 
of  the  auctions  held  at  Amsterdam  on  Wednesday  was  as 
fellows:  75  tons  Van  Houten's  sold  at  63|c.  to  64H'..,  the 
average  price  being  63  80c,  against  60c.  at  the  previous 
auction ;  41  tons  Bensdorp  offered,  of  which  24  tons  sold,  at 
64|c.  to  62c. ;  16  tons  de  Jong  sold  at  63ic.  to  60|c.  ;  and  a 
tons  Helm  at  59fc.  to  63o.  Three  other  brands  were  bought 
in. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  dearer  in  sympathy  with  the  metal, 
spot  being  quoted  at  from  17/.  to  18?.  10s.  per  ton, 
according  to  brand.  In  Liverpool  18/.  to  18?.  5s.,  f.o.b.,  wt  s- 
quoted  earlier  in  the  week. 

The  United  States  Consul  (Mr.  P.  W.  Jackson)  telegraphs  from 
Petras  to  the  authorities  at  Washington  on  December  18,  1902, 
that  the  Greek  Currant  Bank  is  open  for  1,000  tons  of  sulphate 
of  copper  to  be  delivered  in  February. 

Cream  of  Tartar  firm,  at  80s.  per  cwt.  for  93-per-cent. 
powder,  and  77s.  for  95-per-cent.  First  white  crystals  is> 
quoted  75s.,  and  powder  76..'. 

Lemon-juice  (Conc.)  and  Lime  Citrate.— According  to 
a  Messina  report  dated  December  31,  the  1902  production  of 
juice  represents  only  about  one-third  that  of  the  previous 
year.  This  is  in  consequence  of  producers  manufacturing 
citrate  of  lime  on  a  larger  scale,  which  accounts  for  the 
difference  in  price.  Concentrated  lemon-juice  is  quoted 
13?.  15s.  prompt,  February-March  14/.  5s.,  and  citrate  of  lime 
12/.  15s.,  prompt,  per  pipe  of  130  gals.,  and  64  oz.  c.a.,  f.o.b._ 
Messina. 

Lithia  Citrate. — This  has  been  reduced  Id.  per  lb.,  B.P. 
crystals  in  2-cwt.  lots  being  quoted  4s.  9i.,  and  small  whole- 
sale quantities  4s.  10 ^d.  to  4s.  llcZ.  per  lb.  net.  Ponder  is 
quoted  at  from  6s.  Q.L  to  6s.  9d.  per  lb.,  according  to  quan- 
tity.   Prices  for  the  other  salts  have  also  been  revised. 

Oil,  Chamomile. — English  has  been  advanced  to  4s.  9./. 
per  oz. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — The  Bergen  market  is  unchanged  at 
170s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  for  non-congealii  g  oil,  but  no  sales 
are  reported.  The  exports  from  Bergen  m  1902  amou.  ttd 
to  9  245  barrels,  against  13  608  barrels  at  the  same  time  last 
year. 
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Oil,  Olive. — A  Messina  report,  dated  December  31,  states 
that  the  recent  severe  cold  weather  was  not  favourable  to 
the  gathering  of  the  olives.  The  outturn  of  the  crop  at 
Gioja  (the  only  district  where  the  crop  is  not  a  total  failure) 
will  suffer  a  reduction.  Pi  ices  keep  firm,  but  do  not  advance 
owing  to  importation  of  Spanish  oils.  Yellow  Messina  is 
quoted  33?.  10s.,  green  32/.  5i.,  Gallipoli  34'.,  and  "burning 
Russia  "  337.  per  ton  of  1,045  kilos.,  f.o.b. 

Oil,  Peppermint,  is  firmer  and  in  more  demand,  20s.  Qd. 
to  21s.,  spot,  having  been  paid  for  American  HGH.  Some 
holders  ask  22s.  6i/.,  and  it  is  confidently  expected  to  go  to 
25s. 

Opium. — The  London  market  is  quiet,  with  a  small  business 
in  Smyrna  druggists'  seconds  (10  per  cent.)  at  from  7s.  3d.  to 
7s.  Qd.,  spot.  Persian  is  quiet,  good  testing  quality  being 
obtainable  at  9s.  Qd.,  spot. 

Smyrna,  December  26. — The  market  remains  firm,  with  a 
scarcity  of  sellers  and  buyers  both  for  the  American  markets  and 
for  account  of  interior  speculators.  Severe  cold  and  frosty 
weather  still  continues  owing  to  which  no  progress  has  been  made 
with  the  sowings.  The  sales  amount  to  50  cases  Adette  and 
Karahissar,  current  t.q.  at  from  7s.  5d.  to  7s.  6d.  per  lb.,  e.i.f .,  of 
which  20  were  for  local  speculators.  The  market  closes  firm,  and 
ihe  arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  4,795  cases,  against 
2,886  cases  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Potash  Chlorate  is  quoted  2\d.,  net,  for  either  crystals 
or  powder  on  the  spot. 

Quinine. — Practically  no  business  was  reported  until  to- 
day, when  a  small  sale  was  made  at  from  llf^.  to  ll^d. 
spot,  being  firm. 

Senega. — With  a  better  demand,  prices  have  again  ad- 
vanced. Business  was  done  on  the  spot  last  week  at  from 
3s.  3d.  to  3s.  Q\d.  per  lb.,  net,  and  3s.  5i.  to  3s.  Ql.  has  since 
been  paid.  To  arrive  3s.  Qd.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted.  In  auction  the 
3  bales  offered  had  been  sold  privately  at  3s.  Qd. 

Shellac  has  been  firm,  with  a  fair  business,  good  and  fine 
second  orange  selling  on  the  spot  at  from  135s.  to  150s.  per 
cwt.,  and  fair  TN  grade  at  122s.  to  124s.  for  cash  or  short 
prompt.  For  arrival  122s.,  c.i.f.,  has  been  paid  for  TN  for 
December  shipment. 

Spices. — A  large  business  has  been  done  lately  in  Nutmegs 
and  Maoe  at  advancing  prices,  owing  to  the  reported  failure 
of  the  Banda  crop.  On  Wednesday  Nutmegs  sold  at  Is.  9d. 
per  lb.  for  Singapore  80's,  Penang  being  held  for  Is.  10d., 
and  110's  sold  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  Ordinary  West  India  Mace 
sold  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.,  and  fair  Penang  at  2s.  2d.  per  lb.  Bold 
and  medium  native  cut  Cochin  Qivger  was  bought  in  at  80s., 
and  medium  and  small  at  60s.  par  cwt.  Calicut  brown 
rough  was  held  for  35s.  per  cwt.  Japan  has  been  sold 
privately  at  32s.  per  cwt.  Zanzibar  Cloves  were  bought  in  at 
4%d.  per  lb.  The  market  for  delivery  is  easier  at  Qd.  per  lb. 
Stems  were  bought  in  at  2d.  per  lb.  Good  red  Chillies  sold 
at  31s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Fair  Zanzibar  were  bought  in  at  39s. 
per  cwt.  Capsicums  were  bought  in  at  20s.  per  cwt.  for 
cherries,  and  at  15s.  for  short  pods  on  stalk.  Pimento  steady  ; 
common  sold  at  2^d.,  ordinary  to  fair  at  2\d.  to  2\d„  and  good 
at  2\d.  per  lb.  Cinnamon-bark  was  bought  in  at  \\d.  per  lb., 
and  Cassia-vera  at  26s.  per  cwt.  Pepper  is  rather  dearer  for 
Singapore  black  at  Q^d.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  Penang  was 
bought  in  at  5§d.  to  Qd.,  Lampong  at  Qd  ,  and  Trang  at  Id. 
per  lb.  Fair  to  good  Singapore  white  was  bought  in  at  9§  d. 
to  lOcZ.  per  lb.  yellow  Coriander  kind  sold  at  10^.,  and  fine 
at  10|cZ.  per  lb.  Penang  was  bought  in  at  9§<Z.  per  lb. 

Sulphur. — Reviewing  the  sulphur  market  during  Decem- 
ber, a  Messina  firm  of  exporters  state  that  the  chief  feature 
has  been  the  steady  and  continued  demand  for  low  qualities. 
The  Anglo-Sicilian  company  had  previously  sold  a  large  pro- 
portion of  their  production  to  the  local  refineries.  Un- 
fortunately the  recent  floods  in  south  Italy  inundated  one  of 
the  largest  mines  producing  this  quality.  The  stock  of  same 
became  exhausted,  and  prices  are  quoted  on  a  par  with 
"best  thirds,"  which  quality  also  advanced  by  2s.  to  3s. 
Secmds  remain  unaffected  by  this  improvement.  The 
monopoly,  who  wish  to  empty  some  of  their  warehouses, 
would  even  accept  a  slight  i  eduction  for  prompt  delivery. 
Refined  is  gradually  superseding  "best  seconds"  in  those 
countries  where  prohibitive  Customs  duties  do  not  prevent 
importation.  The  advantages  which  refined  ofi>r  over  "  best 
seconds"  are  so  great  that  eventually  the  latter  may  be 


superseded.  The  package  in  blocks  of  45  kilos,  affords  easy 
handling,  and  the  usual  2  per  cent,  shrinkage  in  weight  in 
bulk  brimstone  is  avoided  ;  moreover,  Sicilian  refined  sulphur 
is  free  from  arsenic.  The  total  stock  in  Sicily  at  the  end  of 
November  was  337,000  tons  (of  which  about  three-fourths 
are  seconds),  against  293,000  tons  in  1901.  Freights  declined 
considerably,  and  during  the  fruit  season  plenty  of  ballast 
lots  were  placeable  to  all  U.S.A.  ports.  The  following  are 
the  current  quotations  : — 


82 
78 
77 


Best  unmixed  seconds  in  bulk 
Best  thirds  ... 
Current  thirds 

Refined  block-sulphur  (per  ton  of  13  Sicilian 

cantars,  f.o  b.) 
Refined  roll,  in  3-cwt.  casks 

Sublimed  flowers,  pure,  in  bags  

„         „      current  „       ,  ... 
Refined  roll-sulphur,  in  cases  of  50  kilos.  :  (a)  in  rolls  of 

usual  size,  103s. ;  (6)  in  thin  rolls,  104s.  Qd.  per  ton  of 

20  cwts.,  f.o.b.  Messina. 


87 
97 
103 
91 


London  Drug-auctions. 

There  was  an  exceptionally  poor  tone  at  the  first  auctions  of  the 
year,  there  being  few  orders  to  fill.  Cape  aloes  met  fair  competi- 
tion at  slightly  easier  rates,  and  Zanzibar,  in  skins,  sold  very 
irregularly.  Sumatra  benzoin  was  steady,  and  Siam  was  neglected. 
Cardamoms  were  decidedly  dull,  and  on  the  medium  grades  a 
decline  of  from  2d.  to  Zd.  took  place.  Calumba,  dragon's-blood, 
and  ergot  were  all  neglected.  Rio  ipecacuanha  was  about  Qd. 
cheaper,  but  practically  no  business  wa3  done.  Shensi  rhubarb 
was  rather  lower,  but  other  grades  were  unchanged.  Grey 
Jamaica  sarsaparilla  sold  steadily.  For  Tinnevelly  senna  full 
prices  were  paid.  Tonka-beans  were  in  good  supply,  but  neglected. 
All  kinds  of  beeswax  were  firm,  Jamaica  being  dearer.  The 
following  table  shows  the  amount  of  goods  offered  and  sold: — 


Offered 

Aconite  (Jap.)    10  . 

Ajowan-seed    125  . 

Albumen  egg    2  . 

Albumen  blood   5  . 

Aloes — 

Cape    68  . 

Curacao  (boxes)  99  . 

Socotrine    57  . 

Zanzibar    13  . 

Ambergris   12  . 

Ammoniacum    6  . 

Annatto-seed    46  . 

Aniseed  (Russ.)  ...  57  . 

Aniseed,  star    8  . 

Antimony  (Jap.  cr.)  30  . 

Areca   5  . 

Asphaltum    11  . 

Balsam — 

Canada    1  . 

Copaiba   5  . 

Peru    6  . 

Tolu    29  . 

Benzoin — 

Palembang    23  . 

Siam    36  . 

Sumatra   196  . 

Buchu    42  . 

Calumba    292  . 

Camphor — 

Jap.  crude    57  . 

Canella  alba   10  . 

Cannabis  indica  ...  40  . 

Cardamoms    535  . 

Cascara  sagrada  ...  *17  . 

Cascarilla   61  . 

Cassia  fistula    1  . 

Castorum   3  . 

Chiretta   20  . 

Cinchona    44  . 

Coca-leaves    17  . 

Colocynth  (Tky.)  ...  9  , 

Croton-seed    30 

Cubebs    99  . 

Cumin-seed    35  , 

Cuttle-fish  bone  ...  45  , 

Dandelion   24 

Dragon's-blood   20 

Elemi   14  . 


Offered 

Ergot  (Span.)    52  ... 

(Kuss.)    5  ... 

Fennel- seed   25  ... 

Galbaiium    1  ... 

Galls    5  ... 

Gamboge    18  ... 

Guaiacum   10  ... 

Gum  acacia    1L9  ... 

Honey — 

Cahfornian    30  ... 

Jamaica   70  ... 

New  Zealand  ...  105  ... 
Ipecacuanha — 

Cartagena   62  .., 

East  Indian    29  "... 

Rio  (natural)   50  ... 

„   ("cult.")    ...  17  ... 

Jalap    10  ... 

Kino    48  ... 

Kola    25  ... 

Lime-juice   13  ... 

(cone.)    12  ... 

Liquorice-root    20  ... 

Mastich   18  ... 

Menthol    10  ... 

Musk— 

Tonquin  pod   5  ... 

Yunan    1  .. 

seed    4  ... 

skins    2  ... 

Myrrh    27  ... 

Nutmeg  paste    2  ... 

Nux  vomica    22  ... 

Oil- 
bay    1  ... 

cajaput    5  ... 

camphor  (white)  60  .., 

cananga   2  ... 

cassia   33  ... 

castor  (E.I.)    15  ... 

chaulmoogra   1  ... 

cinnamon    15  .. 

cod-liver  (Nor.)...  52  .. 

(Newf.)    42  .. 

eucalyptus    42  ... 

gingergrass    2  .. 

lemongrass    2  .., 

lime  (W.I.)    10  .., 


Sold 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  56 

.  99 

.  19 

.  8 

.  1 

.  0 

.  0 

.  20 

.  0 

.  0 

.  5 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  4 

.  20 

.  5 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  114 

.  *17 

.  5 

.  1 

.  0 

.  0 

.  20 

;.  2 
3 

..  16 

,.  0 

.  0 

..  30 

..  0 

..  2 

•  0 
Sold  privately. 


Sold 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
4 

0 
40 

,v  0 

,;'  .2 

0 

.  1 
.  0 
0 
0 
25 
4 
12 
20 
0 
0 

0 
0 

4- 

.  0 
0 

•  .0 

.'  -o 

0 
0 
0 
0 

.  0 
,  0 
.  0 
.  5 
.  0 
.  0 
0 

.  0 

•  0 
.  0 
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Offered 

Oil- 
orange    1  . 

peppermint    25  . 

rose  (E.I.)   35  . 

spearmint   4  . 

Opium    3  . 

Orange-peel  .    36  . 

Orchella-weed           120  . 

Orris    50  . 

Puree    2  . 

Quillaia   29  . 

Quince-seed    3  . 

Rhatany   6  . 

Rhubarb    53  . 

Sige    10  . 

Sandalwood    27  . 

Sarsaparilla — 

grey  Jamaica 

Honduras   

Mexican  

native  Jam.  ., 
Scammony-root 
Scammonium  . 

Seedlac   

Senega   

Senna — 

Alexandrian  . 


Sold 

.  0 

.  0 

.  4 

.  0 

.  0 

.  1 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  1 

.  6 

.  0 

.  27 

.  55 

.  0 

.  0 

.  1 

.  5 

,.  0 

.  20 

,.  *3 

..  28 


Offered 

Senna — 

Tinnevelly   384  .. 

Squills    35  .. 

Stieklae   11  .. 

Storax    13  .. 

Strophanthus    20  .. 

Tamarinds  (E.I.) ...  50  .. 

Tonka-beans   40  .. 

Tragacanth    16  .. 

Turmeric    874  .. 

Vanilla    12  .. 

Wax  (bees') — ■ 

Australian  

Bombay  (yellow) 
Calcutta  (white) 

(yellow)   

French   

Jamaica    21 

Madagascar    108 

Morocco   15 

Nyassxland    2 

Spanish  (yellow)  11 

West  Indian   1 

Zanzibar    185 

Wax— 

Carnauba    43 

Japanese    50 


3 
13 
24 
26 

5 


Sold 

384 
.  13 
0 

.  0 
0 

.  0 
1 

.  6 
.  0 
,  10 

.  0 

.  1 

.  0 
.  0 
.  0 
,  7 
,  108 
.  0 
.  2 
.  0 
.  1 
.  0 

.  0 
•  0 


Sold  privately. 


Vanilla  at  the  Drug-3Ales. 

Although  there  is  a  rule  that  no  vanilla  should  be  offered  at  the 
drug-sales,  there  is  now  and  again  a  tendency  to  break  it,  and  the 
fact  that  two  firms  of  brokers  included  vanilla  in  their  drug- 
catalogues  to-day  was  sufficient  to  call  forth  a  protest  from  the 
"  Room,"  voiced  by  Mr.  C.  Umney,  who  said  that,  with  the  new 
year,  he  would  like  to  call  attention  to  the  rule  which  was  agreed 
to  several  years  ago,  and  which  had  since  worked  exceedingly  well. 
There  would,  he  said,  be  no  limit  to  the  offerings  if  one  firm  and 
then  another  broke  this  rule,  and  they  would  be  as  badly  off  as 
previously.  Mr.  Smithett,  one  of  the  brokers  referred  to,  replied 
that  he  had  no  wish  to  do  anything  against  the  "principles"  of 
the  Room,  and  asked  to  be  allowed  to  sell  his  vanilla,  which 
permission  was  granted. 

Aloes. — There  was  fair  competition  for  the  Cape  offered  at 
a  decline  of  about  6.-7.  per  cwt.,  against  last  sales-rates. 
Quality  showed  a  distinct  improvement,  a  fair  proportion 
being  good  to  fine  bright  hard  firsts,  which  sold  at  from 
40,-.  6.-7.  to  43s.  Good  seconds  sold  at  from  38 «.  6.7.  to  39s.  6:1, 
and  fair  seconds,  slightly  drossy  and  dullish,  35.*.  6:1.  per  cwt. 
Of  Zanzibar  in  skins,  75s.  was  paid  for  good  hard  hepatic, 
but  equally  good  quality  bought  at  50s.  to  60.;.,  and  rather 
drossy  sold  at  40.?.  Socotrine  in  kegs  sold  at  from  22>\  61. 
to  30s.  for  common  hard  drossy.  Ten  cases  of  black 
treacly  consistency  from  Bombay  sold  at  29s.  Good  hard 
Socotrine  in  kegs  is  worth  72*.  6d.,  at  which  sales  are  made 
from  time  to  time.  Of  Curacna  99  boxes  sold  at  from  14s. 
to  16a-.  6d.  per  cwt.  for  common  black. 

Ambergris. — A  tin  of  good  grey  of  fair  flavour  was  ran 
up  with  competition  to  5/.  10s.  per  oz.,  at  which  price  it  was 
sold. 

Aniseed. — Russian  of  the  new  crop  was  partly  sold  at 
16;.  67.  per  cwt.  Arrivals  of  Russian  are  coming  to  hand 
freely. 

Antimony. — Japanese  was  obtainable  at  13/.  per  ton. 

Areca. — Very  wormy  from  Sumatra  sold  at  14s. 

Balsam,  Canada,  in  casks,  was  offered  at  la.  10.7.  per  lb. 
net. 

Balsam,  Copaiba.— Bright  thick,  guaranteed  B.P.,  was 
held  for  Is.  Id.,  an  offer  of  Is.  61.  being  refused. 

Benzoin. — Steady.  Sumatra  sold  at  valuations,  middling 
seconds  with  small  and  medium  almonds,  partly  false  packed, 
selling  at  67  5s.  per  cwt.,  and  good  fair  seconds,  slightly  false 
packed,  at  from  11.  5s.  to  11.  Is.  6d.  Of  Siam,  4  cases  of  dark 
sandy  hard-sifticgs  in  block  sold  at  72s.  6^7,  subject,  to  75s. 
per  cwt. 

Buchu  sold  at  unchanged  prices,  3  bales  of  fair  greenish 
round  selling  at  Is.,  and  yellowish  at  10.1  per  lb. 

Camphor. — Japanese  crude  was  limited  at  170s.  per  cwt. 
Cannabis  Indica  remains  firm  at  3s.  per  lb. 
Cardamoms. — Very  slow  of  sale,  medium  qualities  of 


Ceylon-Mysore  being  2d.  to  3d.  per  lb.  lower,  while  fine  were 
about  steady.  The  following  prices  were  paid :  Ceylon- 
Mysore,  extra  bold  pale  bright,  2s.  lid.  ;  medium  and  bold 
pale,  Is.  10*7.  to  2?.  21.  ;  medium  bright  pale,  Is.  lOd.  ; 
bold  medium  pale,  Is.  61.  to  Is.  Id.  ;  small  and  medium  pale, 
Is.  to  Is.  37.  ;  very  small  pale,  10\d.  to  Is.  ;  small  yellowish, 
lid.  ;  brown  and  split,  IQd.  to  Is.  ;  decorticated  seed,  Is.  4(7 . 
to  Is.  5.7.  per  lb. 

Coca-leaves. — Good  bright  greenish  Ceylon  sold  at 
Is.  27.,  and  slightly  country-damaged  9d.  ;  b%cl.  was  refuse:! 
for  ordinary  brown. 

Colocynth. — Firm  at  Is.  3d.  per  lb.  for  small  and  medium 
pale  Turkey  apple  ;  for  good  Spanish  apple  Is.  is  asked 
privately. 

Croton-SEED. — Fair,  part  dark  mixed,  sold  at  22s.  67. 
per  cwt. 

Cubebs. — Pretensions  of  holders  are  higher,  55s.  being 
wanted  for  good  clean,  partly  blue,  berries  ;  47s.  6d.  was 
refused. 

Dragon's-blood. — Slow  of  sale.  Two  cases  of  fine  fiery 
in  block  sold  at  11/.  10s.  per  cwt.,  subject  to  sellers' 
approval. 

Ergot.  —Quite  neglected,  and  prices  are  tending  lower. 
Good  sound  Spanish  was  held  at  from  Is.  2d.  to  Is.  4<7.  per 
lb.;  and  for  Russian,  which  is  not  so  plentiful  as  Spanish, 
Is.  4^r7.  was  asked. 

Galbanum. — A  bale  of  blocky,  said  to  be  the  only 
package  in  London,  and  which  has  been  offered  for  some 
three  years  past,  was  purchased  to-day  at  lid.  per  lb. 

Gum  Arabic. — Palish  picked  Trieste  grain  was  limited, 
at  90s.  per  cwt.,  and  good  pale  Turkey  sorts,  at  50s. 

Honey. — Dark  brown  Jamaica,  part  liquid,  in  cases,  sold  at 
from  16s.  67.  to  18s.  6.7.  per  cwt. 

Ipecacuanha. — All  descriptions  were  quite  neglected, 
practically  all  the  offerings  being  bought  in,  prices  being  3;/. 
to  6  7.  lower.  One  bale  of  Rio  sold  at  6s.  3d.  for  bold 
greyish,  and  this  figure  was  refused  for  good  bright  natural. 
Another  string  of  20  bales  was  bought  in,  no  attempt  being 
made  to  sell  in  the  present  state  of  the  market.  Dull  Carta- 
gena sold  at  4s.  4<7.,  and  reddish  at  4s.  6  7.  A  lot  of  29  bales 
East  Indian  was  shown,  and  for  the  finest  lots,  consisting  of 
good  bold  picked,  6s.  Id.  was  refused  ;  6s.  9*7.  was  the  nominal 
buying-in  price. 

Jalap. —  A  new  lot  of  small  to  medium  sound  tubers  were 
limited,  at  Id.  per  lb. 

Kola. — A  parcel  of  24  packages  fair  sound  West  Indian 
sold  at  from  3|-r7.  to  3\d.,  and  wormy  at  lffZ.  per  lb. 

Lime-juice. — Four  barrels  un worked  from  Antigua  sold  at 
10:1.  per  gal.,  and  12  hogsheads  of  Concentrated  brought 
lit.  10s.  per  pipe. 

Musk-seed. — Four  packages  of  weak-flavoured  Trinidad 
sold  at  Is.  per  lb.,  subject  to  approval.  Fine  Martinique  is 
very  scarce,  privately  2s.  per  lb.  being  asked,  and  Is.  3d.  for 
Trinidad  description. 

Myrrh. — For  small  to  bold  rather  dark  sorts  90s.  was 
asked. 

Oil,  Cajuput. 
bottle. 


-Good  green  was  limited  at  2s.  37.  per 


Oil,  Cinnamon  Leaf.— Five  cases  Ceylon  leaf  oil  sold  at 
l^d.  per  oz.,  subject. 

Oil,  Rose. — A  large  quantity  of  East  Indian  palmarosa 
oil  was  offered  to-day,  which  was  mostly  adulterated. 
Thirteen  pots  of  it  were  put  up  "  without  reserve,"  but  no 
bid  was  forthcoming.  Settlings  sold  at  2\d.  to  2kd.  per  oz. 
Privately,  genuine  is  obtainable  at  8s.  per  lb. 

Oil  Spearmint. — Four  cases  of  HGH  were  taken  out  at 
the  New  York  price  of  2 Is.  per  lb.,  no  bid  being  made. 

Rhubarb. — Shensi  was  lower,  but  High-dried  and  Canton 
were  unchanged.  Three  cases  of  medium  and  bold  flat 
High-dried,  with  threequarters  good  pinky  fracture,  sold  at 
3d.  per  lb.  Medium  round  rough  native  High-dried  was  held 
at  5|(7.  Medium  and  bold  flat  Canton,  with  threequarters 
good  pinky  fracture  and  one-quarter  dark,  sold  at  Is.  6;7., 
subject ;  medium  and  bold  round  ditto,  with  similar  fracture, 
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also  sold  at  Is.  6  I. ;  and  a  case  of  bold  round  Shensi,  with 
three-quarters  pale  pinky  fracture,  part  dark,  brought  2s. 
par  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — Grey  Jamaica  sold  at  steady  prices, 
Is.  Id.  to  I.?.  3d.  being  paid  for  sound,  and  Is.  for  sea- 
damaged.  One  bale  of  mixed  red  and  grey  native  realise  :1 
lOitf.  per  lb. 

Senna. — The  quality  of  the  Tinnevelly  leaf  was  decidedly 
poor,  and  it  looks  as  if  the  crop  was  now  at  an  end.  Good 
medium  to  bold  greenish  leaf  sold  at  from  4rZ.  to  Qfd. ; 
small  to  bold  fair  greenish,  3^i.  to  3%d.  ;  medium  specky, 
2d.  to  Zjd. ;  and  common  to  ordinary  yellowish  leaf,  Id.  to 
lfd.  per  lb.  Pods,  $d.  to  Id.  Pale  Alexandrian  pods  sold 
at  §\d.  to  Id.  for  sou  ad,  and  fair  greenish  leaf  brought  3d. 
per  lb. 

Strophanthus. — Anewpircel  of  20  bags  fair  greenish 
brownish,  guaranteed  genuine,  were  bought  in  at  7^'.  6d. 
per  lb. 

Tonka-beans  are  plentiful  and  cheaper ;  for  good  frosted 
Para  Is.  2d.  was  refused,  and  a  case  of  foxy  mixed 
apparently  sold  at  this  figure. 

Wax,  Bees'. — All  descriptions  were  firmly  held.  Of 
Madagascar  108  packages  were  put  up  and  sold  at  6?.  17s.  6:1. 
per  cwt.  for  fair  bright,  part  dark.  Zanzibar  was  practically 
all  bought  in,  good  bright  at  77.  Jamaica  was  about  bs. 
dearer,  fine  red  and  brown  selling  readily  at  8/.  10s.  per  cwt. 

Wax,  Japanese. — Good  pale  squares  were  held  at  55*.  par 
•cwt. 


Liverpool  Drug- market. 

Liverpool,  January  1. 

Castor  Oil. — The  interest  in  this  article  continues  to  flag,  and 
•good  seconds  Calcutta  is  held  for  2gd.  to  2,7„c7.  per  lb.  First- 
pressure  French  is  held  for  the  same  figures;  second  pressure 
French,  2\d.  to  2§<2.  per  lb. 

Pimento. — A  recent  import  of  25  bags  sold  from  store  at  2£<7. 
per  lb. 

Turpentine. —  Dearer  at  41s.  3f7.  per  cwt.,  and  holders  talk  of 
higher  prices  in  the  near  future. 

Quill aia-b ark. — Sales  continue  to  be  made  in  quantity  at  207. 
per  ton. 

Sulphate  of  Copper  is  advancing  rapidly,  and  the  price  now 
asked  is  197.  per  ton.,  being  about  17.  10s.  higher  than  the  lowest 
point  recently  reached. 

Honey. — Chilian  and  California!!  are  steady  at  unchanged 
values.    A  sale  of  old  Pile  1  Chilian  is  reported  at  2Ls.  per  c>vt. 

Beeswax  (Chilian). — No  fresh  transactions  are  reported,  and 
the  values  remain  steady  at  77.  5s  to  8/.  5s.  per  cwt.,  according  to 
quality. 

Canary-seed. — A  notable  advance  has  been  established  in  this 
during  the  week,  and  sales  of  quantity  have  been  made  at  prices 
ranging  from  70s.  to  75s.  per  quarter,  and  the  stocks  on  the  spot 
are  reduced  to  the  narrowest  possible  compass.  Higher  prices  are 
predicted  for  the  future. 

African  Ginger. — The  stock  of  old  crop  is  held  in  few  hands 
and  45s.  per  cwt.  is  quoted,  but  no  business  is  transpiring  at  the 
price. 

Chillies  (Sierra  Leone). — Nine  bags  of  the  new  crop  have 
arrived,  and  35s.  per  cwt  is  asked. 

Acacia  Sorts. — Although  there  is  no  fresh  business  to  report 
holders  of  stocks  are  very  firm  in  their  views,  and  the  value  of 
soft  Soudan  sorts  ranges  from  29s.  6d.  to  35s.  per  cwt. 

American  Drug- market. 

New  York  December  30 
The  market  is  quiet  as  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year,  but 

indications  point  to  a  revival  after  trie  first  of  the  year. 

Aloes  (Cape). — Spot  supplies  are  exhausted,  and  goods  to 

arrive  are  offered  at  14  c.  per  lb. 
Balsam  Copaiba. — Central  American  is  jobbing  freely  at  37gc. 

to  40c.  and  Para  at  45c.  to  5Cc.    Peru  is  in  light  supply,  and  §110 

is  now  asked. 

Cascara. — Supplies  are  pretty  well  concentrated,  and  the 
market  has  an  upward  tendency.  From  7c.  to  10c.  is  asked,  ani 
dealers  will  only  sell  in  a  small  way  at  the  inside  figure. 

Cod  liver  Oil  is  hardening,  and  while  §53  to  $52  will  buy, 
higher  prices  are  looked  for  as  the  season  advances. 

Grindelia  Bobusta  is  scarce,  and  6c.  is  an  inside  figure. 
Higher  prices  are  expected. 

Japan  Wax  has  advanced  to  lOAc.  Sales  have  been  made  up  to 
10c. 

Myrrh  is  higher,  20c.  to  35c.  being  asked,  according  to  quality. 
Kola  is  higher  at  7$c.  to  10c.    Supplies  are  light. 


Opium  is  quiet  but  firm  at  $2'70  per  lb. 

Senega. — Djmmi  is  light,  but  values  remain  firm  at  75c. 
per  lb. 

German  Drug- market. 

Hamburg,  January  Q 
Business  shows   a  little  improvement,   and   there   is  mon 
activity. 

Agar-Agar  is  steady,  at  315m.  per  100  kilos,  for  prime  and 
295m.  to  300m.  per  100  kilos,  for  good  current. 

Antimony  is  lower,  at  23Am.  to  23m.  per  100  kilos. 

B  alsam  Peru  is  tending  upwards,  and  scarce,  at  10|m. 
per  kilo. 

Camphor  (Befined)  is  very  firm,  at  425m.  per  100  kilos. 
Cascara-sagrada  is  excited,  and  75m.  to  80m.  per  100  kilos 
is  asked. 

Ergot. — Bussian  is  quoted  at  295m  ,  and  Spanish,  290m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha  is  again  firmer.  Bio,  in  second-hand,  is  quoted 
14Jm.  per  kilo.,  and  first-hands  ask  16m.  Cartagena  is  10m. 
per  kilo.  • 


Xonfcon  Drug  Statistics. 


The  following  statistics  are  compiled  from  information  supplied 
by  public  warehouses.  They  relate  to  the  receipts  and  deliveries 
of  some  of  the  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the  London  public 
warehouses  for  the  month  of  December,  1902,  and  to  the  stocks  on 
December  31. 




Deceru'oer 

Stocks 

1902 

Landed 

Delivd. 

1902 

1901 

Imprtd 

Delrvd. 

43 

197 

1,477 

1,417 

2,110 

2,050 

146 

904 

1,050 

Aniseed,  star   cs 

1  7 

lo 

35 

1,700 

2,526 

12,224 

7,747 

19,075 

14.570 

„        bxs  &  tins 

322 

83 

1,413 

755 

1,740 

1,032 

Bill Sti ins     ckSj  ifcc. 

44 

7 

626 

615 

986 

957 

24 

1,390 

1,863 

415 

838 

Cardamoms  . .  cs,  &c. 

470 

420 

i,8yo 

1,922 

6,184 

6,241 

Cinchona   ....  pkgs. 

377 

1,22  L 

8,080 

10,298 

19,285 

21,503 

Coohiueal  bgs 

73 

771 

1,096 

447 

772 

17 

1,293 

1,675 

72 

363 

Dragou's-blood  . .  cs 

6 

7 

49 

53 

139 

143 

Galls  pkgs 

15 

253 

6,448 

8,195 

4,567 

6,313 

Gurus— 

Ammoniacum  pkgs 

10 

35 

82 

51 

Auimi  &  copal  „ 

4,336 

3,920 

18,396 

22,459 

47,422 

51.497 

645 

2,029 

18,743 

16,999 

18,336 

25,701 

Asafetida  ....  ,, 

177 

313 

195 

767 

1,414 

1,986 

Benzoin   , 

315 

220 

1,066 

746 

3,139 

2.907 

222 

155 

2,230 

3,319 

2,985 

4,040 

Galbauurn    ..  „ 

Gamboge  , 

18 

7 

42 

96 

119 

173 

Guaiacum. . . .  „ 

4 

4 

70 

44 

71 

45 

103 

273 

735 

1,450 

2,163 

2,886 

8 

4 

172 

118 

155 

99 

Mastich    ,, 

10 

6 

27 

23 

Myrrh,  E.I.  . .  „ 

33 

33 

68 

103 

406 

334 

Olibanum ....  „ 

5< 

498 

987 

954 

5,665 

5,628 

Saudarac  ....  „ 

27 

41 

1,533 

718 

2,034 

1,075 

Tragacanth  „ 

42 

615 

2.375 

4,290 

10,348 

12,236 

Ipecacuanha,  Rio  bis 

50 

89 

565 

568 

709 

709 

„  other  kinds  pkgs 

5 

111 

320 

396 

472 

548 

102 

149 

32 

79 

Nux  vomica  . .  pkgs 

3 

3 

68 

11 

732 

675 

Oils— 

*  Aniseed,  star  . .  cs 

765 

250 

437 

401 

2 

24^ 

127 

240 

352 

194 

3J5 

668 

6  JO 

3,169 

3,130 

Cocoa-nut  tons 

70 

89 

165 

101 

1,163 

1,097 

Olive  ....  cks,  &c. 

91 

161 

1,139 

1,004 

2,951 

2,837 

17 

5 

12 

24 

17 

52 

9,780 

2,749 

68 

1224,628 

222,312 

57,552 

54,593 

105 

670 

493 

1,154 

977 

Sarsaparilla  ....  bis 

m 

81 

83 

176 

9j6 

1,026 

Senna  bis,  &c. 

492 

337 

2,694 

2,490 

5,746 

5,544 

3,628 

5,011 

23,070 

29,085 

59,675 

65,420 

27 

58 

470 

420 

604 

559 

Wax,  bees'  pkgs 

255 

327 

1,451 

1,736 

5,046 

5,355 

„    Japan  .  .cs,  &c. 

50 

35 

250 

235 

535 

570 

*  Stocks  lying  at  Smith's  Wharf  and  Brewer's  Quay  are  not  included  in 


this  return. 

f  Includes  the  quantity  at  Ited  Lion,  Bull,  and  Smith's  Wharves  ;  also  the 

Docks. 
*  Corrected. 


Gregory's  Powder. — At  the  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  Thurs- 
day afternoon,  Annie  Wolff,  druggist,  Choumert  ttoj.1,  Peckham, 
was  fined  10s.,  and  19s.  6f7.  costs,  for  selling  Gregory's  powder  n 
the  compounding  of  which  hydrated  carbonate  of  magnesia  had 
been  substituted  for  light  magnesia. 


